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“Lac La Biche is one of the most beautiful lakes of the North West; we
do not say one of the largest, although it is some twenty-four miles long.
Its uppearance is picturesque with its immense shorelines, belts of bays,
peninsulas, hills and valleys. Several large islands, scattered here and
there, in its centre, and some houses of primitive simplicity built on the
hillsides with their little fields present a charming picture. The trav-
eller who arrives on the lakeshore after having crossed woods and
muskegs, rivers and rapids is truly filled with wonder.”

- Reverend Father Vital Fourmond, O.M.1., 1874
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Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Early Years
is a project that grew out of the 1998 cele-
bration of the Lac La Biche Bicentennial
and the thirtieth anniversary of Portage
College (formerly, Alberta Vocational
College - Lac La Biche). It also represents
the realization of an idea cherished by Mr.
Michael Maccagno.

A longtime resident of Lac La Biche, Mr.
Maccagno was actively involved in the
community. He served as Councillor and
Mayor. He was an active member of the
Board of Trade and, for 13 years, he repre-
sented the Lac La Biche constituency in
the provincial legislature.

He was also an avid amateur historian.
During the mid-1980s Mr. Maccagno
accepted a position as “Historian in
Residence” at Alberta Vocational College -
Lac La Biche. He gathered and preserved
documents, photographs, and “first-hand”
stories about the history of the Lac La
Biche region which led to the establish-
ment of a local community archives.

The information Mr. Maccagno collected
complemented the archaeological research
conducted in the Lac La Biche area by Mr.
Edward J. McCullough. The combination
of these endeavours resulted in the 1991
publication of Lac La Biche and the Early
Fur Traders by Edward McCullough and
Michael Maccagno. That book, co-pub-
lished by the College and the Circumpolar
Institute, has since gone to second and
third printing.

Alberta Community Development
reviewed and evaluated the College’s
efforts in supporting the preservation of
historical resources, and complimented
the College for its “farsightedness” and the
resulting “heightening of heritage and
awareness and pride” in the Lac La Biche
region.

Mr. Maccagno’s enthusiasm and com-
mitment also led to numerous requests to
provide classroom presentations and talks
to community groups related to his work.
These activities then extended to a series

of reprints of old newspaper stories pub-
lished in the Lac La Biche Post over a two
year period.

The positive response to these endeav-
ours prompted Mr. Maccagno to suggest
the publication of a different book to be
called Lac La Biche Chronicles, intended to
capture a number of the interesting sto-
ries, photographs, critical events, unique
characters - the “historical vignettes”
which have helped define, explain, and
shape the evolution and development of
the Lac La Biche regional community.

Lac La Biche Chronicles - The Early Years
is now a reality thanks to the inspiration
of Michael Maccagno, the ideas and contri-
butions of countless supporters, the inter-
est and commitment of Portage College,
and the motivation provided by the bicen-
tennial - a celebration of 200 years of
growth and development.

Ted Langford, President
Portage College, Lac La Biche
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as well as developments in the Native com-
munity after the Europeans showed up
near the end of the 18th century. This is
the sketchiest part of the book in terms of
the documentary evidence.

“Part Two: The Fur Trade Era,” opens
with the expansion of the fur trade into
Western Canada and continues down to
the coming of the missionaries in the
1850s.

“Part Three: The Mission Era”, picks up
with the expansion of missionary activity
into Alberta during the 1840s and contin-
ues down to the coming of the railway in
1915.

“Part Four: The Railway Era”, covers
developments up to the end of World War
1I.

There were several reasons for closing
the book at 1945. The end of World War II
marked a major transition point in
Canadian history. The Liberal government
of Mackenzie King adopted the welfare
state and began entering a period of inter-
national activism and economic diversifica-
tion. That process eventually had an enor-
mous impact on Lac La Biche which would
be better dealt with in a separate volume.
More to the point, there was simply too
much good material which would have
been sacrificed to a single volume.

It is always the case with books of this

nature that readers will disagree with the
selection of the material. Why was this
included and not that? How come more
emphasis seemed to be placed on that
development and not on this one? You cast
that family in a bad light, but my grandfa-
ther told me...! And on it goes.

Decisions about the scope and content
of the book were made at the committee
level. After long and sometimes intense
debate, the committee developed a number
of guidelines. First and foremost, every-
thing in the book had to be a matter of
public record, which is to say that “here-
say” evidence or rumour which could not
be supported by documentary evidence or
historical authority was automatically
ruled out.

Second, there had to be enough material
to produce a story. In some cases there

were promising starts to great stories but
the lack of material or supporting docu-
mentation forced an abandonment.

Third, the stories had to be interesting
and historically relevant. On that matter,
a Committee majority ruled. Finally, all
Committee members agreed that the good
had to be accompanied by the bad. History
can inflict some pretty nasty wounds. All
that can be said is that no individual or
group has been singled out for defence or
for attack.

On a more personal note I would like to
thank Portage College President Ted
Langford for inviting me to contribute to
this project and former Mayor Ovide
Langevin and the Lac La Biche
Bicentennial Committee for supporting my
efforts. I would also like to acknowledge
the enormous contribution Tom Maccagno
made to the book. We had our ups and
downs while putting together the
Chronicles but such is the nature of
friendship. It has been a truly rewarding
experience.

One final comment. Although new to Lac
La Biche, I am not a complete stranger.
Parts of my family - the Yakoweshens -
moved here in the 1930s. My grandfather,
who used to come to Lac La Biche to fish,
was the eldest child of all the
Yakoweshens. I remember only too well
that day more than twenty years ago when
he died and I was told, “the relatives from
Lac La Biche are coming.” When they
arrived, the stories were told while the
vodka flowed. The place held as much
mystique for me then as it does now.

Gregory A. Johnson
Lac La Biche
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Part One
A Record in Stone

Lac La Biche
10,000 B.C.-A.D.1798
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The Stone

Lac La Biche is a very old place. Long od, roughly 10,000 B.C. to 5500 B.C.,
before the Europeans showed up near the when the more than one km thick ice
end of the 18th century, Native peoples began disappearing from the region.
lived on the shores of the lake. Although Spearheads found in the Lac La Biche area

no one knows with absolute certainty who and identified as “Agate Basin” type can be
arrived first, they were likely descendants dated to around 8500 B.C.

of those who crossed the Bering Land The first people to inhabit the area prob-
Bridge about 14,000 years ago. ably hunted large animals such as mam-
The Bering Land Bridge was a wide strip  moths, lion-like cats, and giant bison.
of land which connected Siberia with They might have supplemented their diet
Alaska. It appeared with the lowered sea with fish. But, from five to eight thousand
level during the Ice Age, or Pleistocene years ago, the large animals died out. The
Epoch. The theory is that people travelled reason why this happened is the subject of
across the land bridge and down an ice considerable debate among scientists.
free corridor in search of food. As the ice What is known is that an Altithermal
melted they gradually spread across North occurred: the temperature climbed and for
America. a few thousand years parts of Alberta
People could have started living at Lac experienced desert-like conditions.
La Biche during the early prehistoric peri-
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The Bering Land Bridge and the Ice-Free Corridor by which people might have reached Lac La
Biche. The Charlie Lake Caves are located near present day Fort St. John in British Columbia.
Vermilion Lakes, one of the oldest known sites of human occupation in Alberta, is in present day
Banff National Pari.
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When the first people arrived at Lac La
Biche ten or eleven thousand years ago
they wandered onto a glacial water plain.
As the water receded, a spruce forest
grew. The spruce eventually gave way to
birch about 7200 B.C. With the onset of
very hot and dry weather during the
Altithermal, the region might have looked
more like the great plains or perhaps
parkland such as the area around present
day Edmonton and Red Deer.

Then, sometime during the later stages
of the middle prehistoric period, from
5500 B.C. to A.D. 700, there was another
shift in weather patterns and Lac La Biche
became part of the Boreal Forest. This for-
est, which was primarily poplar or possi-
bly aspen, has diversified over the years.
The climate from about 1500 B.C. to the
present has more or less stayed the same.

The oldest spearhead or projectile point
found to date in Lac La Biche is “Agate
Basin,” although an older “Folsom” fluted
point was unearthed at Vilna, Alberta. The
terms, Folsom and Agate Basin, refer to
particular types or styles of spearheads.
Folsom points were used between 9000
B.C. and 8000 B.C., while Agate Basin
were used between 8500 B.C. and 5500

Gail Helgason, The First Albertans, p.38

Example of a Folsom
Fluted point such as that
Jound near Vilna, Alberta.

Agate Basin Projectile point
used between

8500 B.C.-5500 B.C.

Terms such as Agate
Basin refer to particular
types or styles of spear-
heads and arrowheads.

Maccagno Collection

B.C. There are certainly other styles which
date from roughly the same period, such
as Plainview, Milnesand, Hell Gap,
Alberta, and Scottsbluff. The differing
styles of points describe different cultures
across North America. The people who
used Agate Basin points lived primarily by
hunting bison.

Beginning in 5500 B.C. and running to
3500 B.C. there was a shift away from'
Agate Basin to the Mummy Cave Complex
points. Named after a cave located just
east of Yellowstone National Park,
Wyoming, Mummy Cave points were used
between 5500 B.C. and 3000 B.C.
However, no Mummy Cave projectile
points common to the middle prehistoric
period have been found at Lac La Biche.
Archaeologists have puzzled over this. Did
the people leave? Did they stay and not
use the new style of spearheads? Or, has
not enough digging been done in the
region to come to any conclusion?

'Ed McCullough, an archaeologist who
has studied the Lac La Biche area, does
not believe that people left. He has argued
that the drier conditions created a park-
land, or perhaps a transition zone between
parkland and the plains, which would
have been ideal for bison and bison
hunters. He has concluded that people liv-
ing in the Lac La Biche area continued
using the older spearheads.

There is evidence to support this con-
tention. The Agate Basin style point was

16
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The Boreal Forest

Its name derived from the Greek word,
Boreas, God of the North Wind, the Boreal
Forest is the most northern and coldest
forest zone in the Northern Hemisphere.
The Boreal Forest stretches across North
America, Europe, and Asia. It is the most
extensive vegetation zone in Canada and it
can be found in virtually every province
and territory.

In Canada, the Boreal Forest and wood-
lands are dominated by evergreen trees,
usually black and white spruce, jack and
lodgepole pine, and balsam. Other species
of trees include deciduous trees such as
American larch, paper birch, aspen, and
poplar.

Animal life is also extensive. Moose,
caribou, black bear, wolf, beaver, muskrat,
and squirrel are some of the more impor-
tant mammals found in the Boreal Forest.

There are hundreds of species of birds as
well as notorious mosquitoes, black flies,
and sand flies.

The Boreal Forest is prone to fire and
every year lightning and human induced
fire claims vast areas of the forest. But the
Boreal Forest is highly adaptable to fire
and burned areas recover quickly.

There are three distinct subzones of
Boreal Forest: Northern Boreal Woodland
with widely spaced trees and lichen cov-
ered forest floor; Main Boreal Forest with
dense tree growth and moss forest floor;
and Southern Boreal Forest with temper-
ate trees. In addition there are two transi-
tional zones, Hemi-Arctic Forest Tundra in
the north and Hemi-Boreal Aspen
Parkland and Conifer-Hardwoods Forest
along the southwest and southeast mar-
gins of the forest.

— Position of Grassland-Parkland Border ca 1500 B.C - Present
ee-Position of Grassland-Parkiond Border cta 5500 B.C. - |500 B.C.

== Position of Boreal Forest~Rarkiand Border ca 1500 BC. - Present
= = fosition of Boreal Forest- Parkiond Border ca 5500 BLC. ~1500 B.C.

w'w Possible Extension of Farkland Belf into Western Alberta

ca 5500-~1500 B.C.

Edward J. McCullough, Prehistoric Cultural Dynamics of the Lac La Biche Region, Alberta Culture, 1982, p.147

Map depicting Lac La Biche in relation to the Boreal Forest. Note how the Boreal Forest-Grassland-
Parkland border <hifted over time, thereby making Lac La Biche part of a transitional zone.
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The P@@pﬂ@

Archaeology can shed a great deal of
light upon the past. There are, however, a
few matters upon which it cannot shed
much light at all. One of those matters is
the question of who lived in Lac La Biche
before the Europeans came. It is well and
good to write of “Agate Basin” points and
“McKean Phase” and “Pelican Lake” cul-
tures. But who were those people? What
did they call themselves? And what is their
relationship to Native people of today?

Although Native or “First Nations” pres-
ence in the Lac La Biche region is today
predominately Cree and Chipewyan, it was
not always so. In fact, Chipewyan, and
especially Cree peoples, moved into the
Lac La Biche area from the north and from
the east in advance of the fur trade and
displaced people who were already living
in the area. But if the Chipewyan and Cree

are relative newcomers, who were the orig-
inal inhabitants of Lac La Biche?

The available evidence indicates that
Beaver, Sarcee, Sekani and Blackfoot peo-
ples inhabited the Lac La Biche area.
Unfortunately, the historical record does
not say just how long these peoples lived
around Lac La Biche or whether they had
in turn displaced earlier peoples.

When Alexander Mackenzie was explor-
ing the Northwest he observed that Beaver
tribes inhabited the territory around Ile a
la Crosse and to the west before the Cree
expanded into the area. This observation
was supported by Hudson’s Bay Company
[HBC} Governor George Simpson, who
noted that “to the Southward and
Westward of Athabasca Lake District we
fall in with Beaver Indians.”

The Beaver First Nation - known as

eae Boreal Forest
Border

y == Stabllized Cree
1 Boundary and
Boreal Forest
' Fishing Belt

\
l‘ Grasslands

Source: Edward J. McCullough, The Prehistoric Cultural Dynamics of the Lac La Biche Region, Alberta Culture, 1982, p.148

Map showing the approximate locations and territory of Native peoples in Alberta in about 1765.
The Chipewyans later pushed as far south as Beaver Lalke.
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Native Cultural Arts Program, Portage College. Artist: Dorothy Young

Native Cultural Arts Program, Portage College. Artist: Brenda L. Willier
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At the time of European contact during
the 18th century, Blackfoot territory
extended from the North Saskatchewan
River to the Yellowstone River in present
day Montana and from the Rocky
Mountains to the Alberta-Saskatchewan
border. The Blackfoot were by then a
plains people and they believed they had
always lived on the plains. Crowfoot, who
became a chief in 1870, once stated that
he was “positive in asserting that his
people for generations past has always
lived in the same part of the country that
they now inhabit.”

Crowfoot’s assertion aside, there is a
body of evidence which strongly suggests
that the Blackfoot once lived in the
Boreal Forest of Alberta, Saskatchewan,
and Manitoba as far north as the sixtieth
parallel (Lac La Biche is located between
the 54th and the 55th parallel). That
means the Blackfoot might have been a
Woodlands people who migrated south.
Even more surprising is the fact that
some authors argue the Blackfoot began
moving to the plains only in about 1700.

Some of the most powerful evidence to
support this claim comes from the obser-
vations of various explorers and fur
traders. When David Thompson, for
example, once asked Peigan elders about
the original location of their homeland,
they pointed to the Northeast. Similarly,
Alexander Mackenzie reported that the
Cree spoke of a group of people known as
Slaves who had lived at Slave Lake. The
Cree called the Blackfoot A-wah-kan,
meaning “slaves.” The three Blackfoot
tribes - the Blackfoot, Bloods, and
Peigans - were known collectively to the
Cree as Ai-ass-tsi-no-wuhlk, which means
“a different people.” The Cree maintained
that southwest of Lake Athabasca there
was a large lake known as Ai-ass-tsi-no-
wuhk Sa-ha’ki-gun, which means “the dif-
ferent people’s lake” or Blackfoot Lake.

The notion of a northern homeland for
the Blackfoot is also contained in

The Blackfoot at Lac La Biche?

Blackfoot oral tradition. Edward Curtis,
an American photographer and writer
who devoted most of his career from
1896 to 1952 to recording the way of life
of North American Native people, once
interviewed a Blackfoot named Tearing
Lodge, who was born in 1830:

“Our three tribes came southward out
of the wooded country to the north of the
Bow River. We began to make short
excursions to the south, and finding it a
better game country and with much less
snow, we kept coming farther and far-
ther, and finally gave up altogether our
old home. This happened before my
grandfather’s time. We call that former
home Istssohtsi [“in the brush”]. The
Peigan led in this movement and were
followed by the Bloods and later the
Blackfeet.”

Tearing Lodge added that his grandfa-
ther, who died a very old man in 1840,
left the forest when he was a grown man.
That would put at least part of the south-
ern migration sometime in the mid-
1700s.

Not all writers agree with the idea of a
northern homeland for the Blackfoot.
Some have disputed associating the term
“Slave” with the Blackfoot. Others argue
that because the Blackfoot were unfamil-
iar with canoes, and did not want to eat
any meat but that of buffalo, they could
not have lived in the north. Still others
point to the absence of “forest culture” in
the Blackfoot way of life.

As Edward McCullough has pointed
out, these objections are easily explained
by the fact that the Blackfoot adapted
quickly to a plains culture and did not
have to use the canoe. Moreover, it is
now known that the Bloods traded at the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s York Factory
and must have used the canoe to get
there.

The controversy will no doubt continue,
but the bulk of the evidence points to a
northern homeland for the Blackfoot.

Lac La Biche Chronicles: A Record in Stone
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Native Otories

Much has been written about the ori-
gins, customs, and life of the Native peo-
ples of Canada. Less is known about how
the Native peoples themselves viewed these
matters. Part of the problem has to do
with the fact that the Native peoples of
Canada traditionally passed knowledge
and wisdom from generation to generation
through a powerful oral tradition rooted in
stories told by elders. With the onset of
various epidemics many of the elders, who
were the “textbooks of knowledge,” died
and the stories often died with them.

Another problem involves translation.
Native stories tend to have a special mean-
ing in the Native language in which they
are told and much of that meaning can be
lost in translation. The stories are also
sacred so that collecting and recording
them can be very difficult.

Of those stories which have survived

and been recorded, many begin in a sort of
pre-world where people had extraordinary
powers, such as the ability to turn them-
selves into animals. At some point the “old
world” is left and a “new world” begins.
Some of these stories bear an uncanny
resemblance to stories in the Bible. While
this may have been the result of mission-
ary influence, it also led to speculation
about whether some of the Natives peoples
of Canada descended from one of the lost
tribes. of Israel!

There are generally two basic types of
characters in Native stories: the “culture
hero” and the “trickster” - although they
can exist in the same character. There are
other, sometimes very dangerous, charac-
ters as well. The culture hero brings bless-
ings of animals, food, fire, and happiness.
The trickster is often a mischievous char-
acter who deals with such subjects as

il

One of the more enduring
Cree symbols: two
crossed feathers.

Native Cultural Arts Program, Portage College. Artist: Rossalynd Kathrein
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with a crash on your tent; but it is also
otchitaw when, after many hours of unre-
strained hunting, Tchos succeeds in bring-
ing a caribou within the sights of his rifle,
but also otchitaw - how is it conceivable? -
if he misses.

One day Sister Denis asked Peki why she
squinted. Translating otchitaw into
English, Peki replied: ‘On purpose’ when
she meant simply ‘that she had been born
that way.’ According to Cree ideas, she
was perfectly correct to say ‘on purpose.’
This expression signifies a deeply rooted
opinion: in everything which happens, the
will of someone always intervenes to a
large degree: mine, that of my neighbor,
that of the devil, or that of God. And the
great Otchitaw, that which dominates all,
is called Kisemanitou: God. This supreme
Otchitaw is self-explanatory. The cause of
its will in its will itself. It is otchitaw
otchitaw.

In our own philosophy this supreme
Otchitaw rightly constitutes the object of
our most profound reflections. It is quite

otherwise in Cree philosophy. Otchitaw for
the Cree is a reply sufficient by itself. A
Cree never seeks to know why; what inter-
ests him is the how of things. How did the
first bird start to fly? How was the earth
born and how did the episodes of the flood
take place? The why is found in the free
will of that which is the cause, and that
cause will indeed know why it acted in
such a way, but that is its own business
and not yours - nor mine!

In the comprehension of the Cree, all
which lives possesses not only a language
but also a soul. In short, the Cree is partly
right in not searching for the why of nor-
mal things. There is truly nothing very
extraordinary in an airplane which flies, in
a dead tree which falls: is this not found
in the logic of things? It would be, howev-
er, strange if an airplane did not fly, if a
rotten tree did not fall, or if the wife-moth-
er did not have children. In these abnor-
mal cases, the Indian asks himself the
question: ‘Why? Taneki ituke?’

Evidently one should not expect to find
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in this collection of short questions and
long savoury answers a scientifically
ordered synthesis. The living tradition of a
people is never systematic. All the ele-
ments of tradition are, so to speak, com-
partmentalized. I see myself forced to
make a choice. It is impossible to retrace
all the tales which are spread orally by the
‘grandfathers.” A good number of traditions
have been irredeemably lost since the
whites upset everything; especially since
the teachers (who are rarely disposed to
listen) introduced so many stories involv-
ing elves and fairies, nymphs and satyrs,
Father Christmas and

Atwolp and Piele, who told me. The young
bird struggled so frightfully that the water
of the lake was transformed into a tem-
pest. The wind caused by the innumerable
wings of the adults trying to help the
unfortunate one broke down enormous
pines on the bank. When the young bird
finally drowned, the parents were so sad-
dened that they set fire to a mikiwap [an
old form of lodge built of bent poles and
covered with hides| not far from the lake.
Three people lost their lives: Old
Niyanemahou, his wife, and his daughter.
The other children of Niyanemahou, Tchos
and Maskle, are still

Snow White. Many ele-
ments of legend, as well
as superstition, are
kept carefully secret.
No Cree doubts the
existence of his soul.
The old Cree believed in
a single God, in good
and bad spirits, in the
survival of the soul,
and in certain
exchanges between the
living, the dead, the
good and the evil spir-

alive. The existence of
these birds is an estab-
lished fact. No, thunder
is not a mystery for the
Cree. Wemishkosu told
me one day, ‘If at least
I could capture an egg
of the thunderbird, I
could have good teeth!
These eggs should be
as big as the moon!’ In
the eyes of an Indian, a
‘mystery’ is far more
deep than the enigmas

its. These spirits are
otchitaw, the justifica-
tion of all beings and
all mysterious events.
The Cree does not designate anything and
everything under the label of mystery and
enigma. The destiny of the soul in the
other-world is, for example, a mystery; but
thunder and lightening are not.

What is thunder? It is giant birds who
make their nests in a part of the far West
on the inaccessible heights of the Rocky
Mountains. In the mating and brooding
season (June), but especially when the
young begin their first flight (August),
these giant birds are very capricious. Their
giant wings make roaring sounds - they
throw glowing rocks on anything which
does not please them. Once, one of these
young thunderbirds fell into Lake Wabasca
and unfortunately drowned.
Mistikospwagan (Wooden Pipe) saw it with
his own eyes, and he told his sons Tchani,

Native Cultural Arts Program, Portage College

of thunder and light-
ning. Even if no one
has ever discovered a
thunderbird’s egg,
many have seen their arrows - these usu-
ally weigh dozens of kilos. The strength of
these birds surpasses anything we could
imagine!”

Artist: Beatrice Jackson
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were no high rocky mountains and fire
was the sacred secret of one single human
being.

Lost in this cosmic world, a man lived in
his mikiwap -- or tipi -- with his wife and
two young sons. The man was gifted with
unimaginable strength and knew many
secrets. The wife was very beautiful. Of the
two children, the elder was promising but
he was ugly, whereas the younger resem-
bled his mother. He was so small that he
was unable to run far. The man hunted
successfully with bows and arrows, spear
and knife, to take care of his family’s
needs. He needed a supply of meat and
numerous animal hides for clothing and
bedding. The wife was very industrious
and the two boys looked fine in their bead-
ed moccasins and their breechcloths deli-
cately embroidered in lively colours. They
slept warm in their soft beds made of buf-
falo hides softened by tanning.

However, all was not well in that appar-
ently perfect household. More than once
while he was preparing for the hunt, the
man had noticed that his wife was deco-
rating herself with her shell jewelry and
gold; and when he came back in the
evening she had again put on her ordinary
dress. The bracelets no longer decorated
her arms, her waist was not girdled with
rich wampum, and on her breast no trin-
kets sparkled. Such a curious attitude
worried the husband. He became suspi-
cious, and one day he was determined to
learn the final word. He started off for the
hunt, furnished as usual with his bow and
arrows; as soon as he was beyond view, he
turned around and hid behind a fallen
tree trunk. From his hiding place he could
see the comings and goings of his wife.

He had not very long to wait. He saw her
come out dressed like a bride on her wed-
ding night: her body, covered with jewels,
sparkled and shone. With a light and lively
step, she turned towards a crooked tree
trunk not far from the place where her
husband was hiding. Three little taps on
the bark. Then in a tender murmur:

‘My husband, here I am. Come quickly to
meet me!’

An enormous snake came out of the

crooked tree. It slithered towards her and
wrapped itself lavisciously about her body.
She patted the slimy body and lovingly
kissed the pointed mouth of the reptile.
The man was seized with such anger that
he left his hiding place immediately. For a
whole day he ran about to dissipate his
rage. In the evening he did not come
home, but spent a sleepless night prepar-
ing his vengeance.

The next day he came home. His wife
was waiting for him.

‘Why did you not come home last night,
my husband?’

‘I went very far away to hunt. Prepare my
food immediately, wife.’

Without any delay the wife left; for it is a
man’s duty to hunt and kill, but it is a
woman’s duty to bring back the meat to
the lodge. As soon as she was out of sight
the man put on the beautiful dress,
arrayed himself with jewels, and in haste
approached the crooked tree. He gave
three knocks and murmured tenderly:

‘Husband, I am here. Come quickly to
meet me!’

At once the horrible snake came out. The
man gave it a blow which cut off its head,
and pulled the long body out. Without
waiting, he boiled the meat and called his
two sons, who were playing with a javelin.
He gave them four jewels, four powerful
spells. From now on it would be impossi-
ble for him to protect his children.

‘By means of this spell, you will be able
to make fire in case you need it.” This
secret fire he had won in an epic battle
against the primitive wolf Misimahigan.

‘The second spell will be useful when you
have need of spines, brambles, and bush-
es. The third spell will enable you to raise
mountains which will change into stony
walls. As for the last, when you throw it on
the ground a torrential river will arise. Go,
my sons! Good luck.” Then he hid his chil-
dren under the ground and forbade them
to reveal the magical secrets he had
bequeathed to them. He went around his
tent and conjured all the objects, one after
the other:

‘Do not tell my wife what you have seen!’
Hardly had he given this order to each
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object, but his wife came into the tent. She
had not found the game and she was hap-
pily surprised to find fresh meat in the
pot.

‘What meat is this and where did it come
from?’ she asked her husband. And he
answered her in a cold, calm voice:

‘It is the meat of the snake hidden in the
crooked tree, the detestable animal who
you called your husband.” The woman
turned pale, ran to the tree, knocked on it,
calling:

‘Husband, here I am. Come quickly to
meet me!” In vain! No snake came out of
the trunk. Wailing with sorrow, she rushed
back to the tent where her husband wait-
ed, his arms crossed and with wrathful
gaze. With a single stroke of his knife, he
cut off her head. He waited until the con-
vulsions of the corpse quietened down and
the bloodied face became fixed into a
dolorous (distressed or painful) mask.
Calmly he left the tent, raised his eyes
towards the heaven and rose up into the
air. He rose until he reached the highest
firmament where he still shines today, a
star among thousands in the middle of the
night.

On earth, abandoned in the middle of the
deserted tent, the cut-off head was not
dead. The mother’s head opened its eyes
and looked about.

‘My children,’ it said, ‘I hasten to see you
again!’ The children fled into subterranean
regions below the primitive world.
Suddenly the head began to roll about in
the tent. It looked everywhere, finding
nothing. Impatiently it went out of the
tent, looking outside. At the end of its
resources, it questioned the household
objects:

‘Knife, where are my children?’ But the
knife did not reply.

‘Petticoat, where are my children?’ But
the petticoat was silent.

‘Buffalo skin, where are they?’ But the
buffalo skin made no answer. Thus she
questioned each of the objects which sur-
rounded her as though enemies:

‘Where have my children disappeared?’
Hidden under the buffalo skin, a little
stone had escaped the conjuration.

Timidly it ventured a reply:

‘Your husband has transferred his magic
power to the children before he flew up
into the stars. There they are, fleeing in
the distance.’

The mother’s head bounded out of the
tent. By leaps and bounds it rolled about
in pursuit of the children. They were far
away, but the head was swift. Over yonder
she spied the little one riding piggy-back of
the elder. The head coaxed them to stop:

‘I am your mother,’ she yelped. The
young one recognized the voice, threw a
furtive glance behind and cried out, horri-
fied:

‘Hurry, run fast, big brother; it is not our
mother! It is a devilish monster which will
swallow us up!’

And the older brother sped up, but the
head rolled with such speed that the boy
could not keep the advantage he had got-
ten. Like a light, the memory of the spells
crossed his mind.

‘Throw the first magic stone behind usY
he ordered his younger brother. Hardly
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had the stone touched the earth when
flames enveloped the landscape. The
flames crackled and whistled, but the
head crossed the curtain of fire. What hor-
ror! The face was now covered by a red-
dish scarf, stretched like the skin of a
drum. Two torches of calcined hair twisted
in the air. The children fled faster and the
burned head pursued them without
respite.

‘Throw the second spell!’ ordered the big
brother. And in the wink of an eye, behind
them intertwined thorn bushes, spines,
and underbrush of all sorts. The head was
stopped, immobilized. It struggled, caught
in the bushes. A strident cry awoke a
monstrous serpent, Misenkinepik. He
wriggled under the brush, breaking a pas-
sage for the head, which again started in
pursuit, more frantic than before.

‘Throw the third spell!’” Suddenly behind
them rocks rose to the sky. The monstrous
head crashed into them. At her cry,
Misamisk, the giant beaver, ran up and
with its teeth of steel broke a passageway
through the rock. The head had now
become a skull with hollow orbs and gri-
macing teeth. Rage increased the speed of
the mother’s head.

‘There it is again!’ said the elder, out of
breath.

At the moment the little brother wished
to throw down the fourth spell, it slipped
out of his weak hands. And there at their
feet before them a large crack opened, at
the bottom of which roared a river. A cry of
astonishment escaped both of them; they
felt themselves caught between the waves
on the one side and the sinister grin of the
skull behind them. But Misikinepik,
another enormous snake, advanced
towards them on the waves.

‘Jump on my back?! it cried to them, and
swimming towards the opposite bank it set
them down safely. Tired out, the two
brothers stretched out on the bank. The
skull uttered more piercing cries, for it felt
itself powerless before the waves. But
implacably it gave orders to the snake:

‘And me! Help me cross over also!’ The
snake put the head onto its back and left
from the shore.

‘Faster! Faster!’

‘Be quiet,” warned the snake. On the
snake’s back, the head did not restrain its
impatience. But it was quite a journey
across the waves. In a moment,
Misikinepik became angry, bent his back,
and threw the head into the boiling foam.
Swallowed up by the waves, she heard the
curse of the elder son:

‘May you be transformed into a mon-
strous sturgeon, the most voracious of all
fish! You will henceforth be called
Misinamew.’ _

The two boys slept a deep sleep. On
awakening, Wesakitchak (for it was he who
was carrying his younger brother) con-
firmed that they were on a new earth: they
saw there trees, bushes of every sort, and
fresh green plants. In the distance they
saw mountains crossed by innumerable
valleys where ran majestic rivers and little
streams, which formed here and there into
swamps and lakes before becoming lost in
the infinite sea. Wesakitchak had all sorts
of adventures: He became the prisoner of a
giant. The giant abandoned the younger
brother in a forest, where he was trans-
formed into a being half-man and half-
wolf, to be finally torn apart by the mon-
ster sturgeon, its former mother.
Wesakitchak finally married one of the
giant’s daughters. To repay his wife’s love
for him, he changed himself into a fine
young man; he thus became the most
handsome of men. He undertook to avenge
his younger brother on the sturgeon. He
saved himself and his wife by escaping
from the hands of his sister-in-law and his
father-in-law, who called up innumerable
monsters into battle. Wesakitchak wit-
nessed the decline of the original race of
men. The latter were engulfed in indescrib-
able perversity, such that Kisemanitou
(God) decided to destroy the perverse race
by a flood. Wesakitchak was then chosen
by God, with the task of saving creation
from disaster. After the flood, Wesakitchak
released the animals onto the new earth
which he had saved by means of seeds of
the old earth. But God in his goodness
and wisdom decided to create new com-
panions for him. All things considered,
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astrophic defeat at the Plains of Abraham
in Quebec City in 1759 and Canada
passed into British hands in 1763.
Although the Seven Years’ War did not
greatly disrupt the fur trade, when it was
over English and Highland Scots moved in
to replace the old French Canadian “bour-
geois” who had controlled the St.
Lawrence-Great Lakes system. Led largely
by agents such as the Frobisher brothers,
Simon McTavish and William McGillivray,
this new group of independent traders -
called “peddlers” in those days - further
expanded into western Canada and estab-
lished new commercial links with London.
The HBC, for its part, continued with its
old policy. The Company did send traders
such as Louis Primeau and Williamn Pink
inland to “collect” Natives. Pink in particu-
lar came close to Lac La Biche when he
arrived at the forks of the Beaver and
Amisk Rivers in 1767, though there is no
evidence that he travelled any further. But
these traders had no lasting success. By
1772 Andrew Graham, Master of York
Fort, was warning his superiors in London

that “the Situation of your Affairs in this
Country is very unpromising. ...Your Trade
at York Fort & Severn is greatly dimin-
ished, the Keskochewan Indians Who are
the Support of it being intercepted by the
Canadian Peddlers who are yearly Gaining
fresh Influence over them by supplying
them with Goods Inland.”

So serious was the challenge posed by
the Canadian Peddlers that in 1774 the
HBC reversed its long standing policy of
maintaining coastal trading posts and
began expanding inland. The construction
of Cumberland House by the important
HBC explorer Samuel Hearne in northern
Saskatchewan in 1774 was the first step
in that direction. Thereafter, the HBC, and
the Canadian Peddlers - who banded
together as the North West Company in
1776 to resist the inland advances of the
HBC - began leap-frogging further and fur-
ther inland, always with the aim of finding
a more direct route to fur-rich areas in
order to undercut the competitor.

By the late 1770s the fur traders were
beginning to focus their attention on the

*,
e
1]

Edward J. McCullough and Michael Maccagno, Lac La Bicke and the Early Fur Traders, p.8

Although the King of England granted the Hudson's Bay Company a vast piece of terriiory known
as Rupert’s land, by the late 1790s Athabasca Country became a prize area for furs.
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Koo Koo Sint

“He can create a wilderness ... or climb the Rocky Mountains with you in a
snow storm, so clearly and palpably, that only shut your eyes and you
hear the crack of the rifle, or feel the snow flakes melt on your face as he

talks.”

-Dr. J.J. Bigsby on David Thompson, 1850

Koo Koo Sint is what the Cree called
him, the man who looks at the stars. But
David Thompson did not gaze at the stars
to ponder the mysteries of the universe.
He was constantly taking “readings” -
measurements of longitude and latitude.
Although he was first and foremost a fur
trader, his real love was exploring and
mapping the vast expanse of land that is
today Canada. It was something he did
with great ability. And it was primarily
that ability that brought him to Lac La
Biche on October 4, 1798.

David Thompson was born in the
parish of St. John the Evangelist at
Westminster, England on April 30, 1770.
The parish record names his parents as
“David Thompson and Ann his wife.” A
second boy, John,* was born in late

devoted itself to the education of poor
boys. By all accounts it was a first rate
institution. Certainly Thompson believed
he received a good education in the seven
years he stayed at the school. He later
wrote that Grey Coat was a “royal founda-
tion” where “I received a mathematical
education for the Royal Navy.”

Many of the boys who entered Grey Coat
were being groomed for the Royal Navy
and Thompson was no exception. However,
reductions in the Navy following the sign-
ing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which
ended the American revolutionary war and
established peace between Britain and the
United States, closed this option and
Thompson’s lot fell to the Hudson's Bay
Company.

January 1772. David
senior, who was of
Welsh descent and
whose name may have
originally been David
Ap-Thomas, died about
one month after the
birth of his second son.

Little is known of
David Thompson's
early years. But on
April 29, 1777, one day
shy of his seventh
birthday, he entered
Grey Coat School,
Westminster.

Grey Coat was a
charity school which

29, 1784:

The following entry appears in the minutes of the quarterly
meeting of the Board of Governors of Grey Coat School, June

(Note the use of super-script for abbreviations).

David Thompson bound
to the Secretary of the
Hudson'’s Bay Company
Jor seven years & paid.

On the 20th May David Thompson, a
mathematical Boy belonging to the

HospIIGrey Coat school] was bound
to the Hudson’s Bay Company & the
Trea” then paid M" Thos. Hufchins,
Corresponding Secretary to the said
Company, the sum of five pounds for
taking the said Boy appren®® for
Seven years.

*What became of David Thompson's brother, John, remains a bit of a mystery. The records indicate
that he signed on with the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1789 and again in 1794. He appears to have
left the HBC in 1797 and, according to the family, eventually became a sea captain.
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would bustle about, taking inventory and
directing the loading of canoes. When all
was ready the chief guide would hold a
steersman’s pole over his head, bring it
down in a chopping motion, and yell
“Avant!” The thirty-six foot birchbark can-
ots de maitre lurched forward and the race
to Grand Portage was on. A brigade could
number anywhere from four to 10 canoes.

The annual dash was such a time-hon-
oured tradition that even Hudson's Bay
Company Governor George Simpson
repeated it long after the North West
Company was dead and gone and the
route out of Lachine ceased to have any
practical significance for the fur trade.

In David Thompson’s time the Lachine
brigades bringing in supplies (porkeaters)
would rendezvous with traders bringing in
furs (winterers) at Grand Portage. Those
who continued inland would do so in the
smaller canot du nord, or north canoe,
which was typically twenty-four feet long.

At Grand Portage the bourgeois would
gather to discuss business, formulate poli-
cy, and gorge themselves on wild duck,
trout, buffalo humps, and other delicacies
washed down with gallons of West Indies
rum and French brandy.

The voyageurs, for their part, did not
participate in these festivities. In fact, few
voyageurs were even allowed to enter the
fort much less the inner sanctum. They
spent much of their time drinking and
fighting. 1f matters got out of hand they
might spend time in the dreaded pot au
beurre - the “butter tub,” which one unfor-
tunate soul described as “a small square
building made of hewn logs, without any
light, wherein was a quantity of human
excrement” (the conditions must have
been terrible because this same person
wanted out of the butter tub so badly that
he gave three years free labour to be
released early).

Grand Portage was a hive of activity for
much of the summer and Thompson’'s
journal entries for June and July 1798
certainly indicate a great deal of hustle
and bustle. The Journals also read like a
who’s who of the fur trade. Roderick
McKenzie, who built Fort Chipewyan,

Cuthbert Grant, father of the Métis leader
of the same name, and Duncan
McGillivray, a leading figure in the NWC,
were just a few of the famous traders
Thompson encountered.

David Thompson left Grand Portage on
July 14, 1798. Travelling with one of the
McTavish clan, he went to Fort Charlotte.
Named in honour of George III's queen,
Fort Charlotte was little more than a rag-
tag collection of log shacks located above a
series of falls on the Pigeon River.
Thompson recorded in his journal that he
went to a place called Perdrix to view one:
of the falls.

From Fort Charlotte the brigade began
the long trek over the height of land
between Lake Superior and the Lake of the
Woods. Some of the places Thompson vis-
ited - “the Goose,” “little Vausies,” little
Portize Newve,” and “Grand Portize Newve”
- are all but lost to history. At the time,
however, they were important stopping
places, known to the canoemen as poses.
Although longer trips were most often
measured in “pipes,” meaning the number
of smoke-breaks between different places,
some of the portages were measured by
poses. Thus, Grand Portage was sixteen
poses.

Few places were as sacred as the Height
of Land itself. And going over Hauteur de
Terre, as it was called, was a rite of pas-
sage. Every year the brigades would stop
to observe a solemn ceremony as serious
as any in the fur trade. The oldest guide
would preside over the initiation of any
newcomer. There is a story told of the first
time William McGillivray, who was the
nephew of the great Simon McTavish,
arrived at the Height. When the brigade
stopped, McGillivray stood watching the
streams flowing in two directions. It was a
hot day so he took off his hat but soon felt
a prickling sensation on the back of his
neck. The guide had cut a cedar bough,
which he then dipped in a nearby stream.
McGillivray was ordered to kneel. The
guide drenched him with the water soaked
bough. McGillivray was then forced to
make two promises. One was to never
allow a newcomer to go over the Height of
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Land without observing the ceremony. The
second promise was never to kiss a
voyageur's wife without her consent. The
promises made, the brigade fired a black
powder salute and drank a toast to “Je
suis un homme du nord!”

By July 19, Thompson was passing
through a series of portages that took him
to Lake Seiganagah (probably Saganaga
Lake in present day Quetico Provincial
Park in Ontario), then over the EKnife
Portage, and on to Lake le Mecan.

He left Lake le Mecan on the morning of
July 22 bound for Rainy Lake. The canoe-
men would have paddled the Rainy River,
which fur-traders often described as the
most beautiful river in the north. Beyond
lay Rainy Lake and the North West
Company post Lac-la-Pluie {often referred to
as Rainy Lake House). Thompson and his
band of canoes arrived there on July 23.

Lac-la-Pluie served as an advance post
for the Athabasca brigades and Thompson
mentions some of the comings and goings
of the crews in his journal. The post also
served as a depot for collecting large quan-
tities of wild rice which had been harvest-
ed by Native peoples in the region. But
Thompson did not stick around. He left
Lac-la-Pluie on July 24 and arrived at
Lake of the Woods the following afternoon.
He let his men rest before pushing on to
Lake Winnipeg.

From Lake of the Woods to Lake
Winnipeg there were some 29 portages
averaging 203 meters in length. It was a
tough journey and for several days
Thompson ran into heavy weather and a
number of accidents when the voyageurs
attempted to shoot the rapids. On July 27
the stern of one canoe was broken and the
next day he lost another canoe on the
Winnipeg River.

By July 29 the weather had cleared and
Thompson was approaching the last series
of portages before Lake Winnipeg. He
recorded in his journal that he was safely
through the last portage - the Bonnet
Portage - at 7:30 PM on July 30. His
brigade stopped to trade some sturgeon
and fresh meat with a group of
Chippeways (Ojibwa). They also met a

brigade of canoes from Slave Lake.

The next morning the crew pushed on to
Lake Winnipeg, arriving at Winnipeg
House in the afternoon. Winnipeg was
adopted from the Cree name, win-nipi,
meaning “murky water.” Murky or not,
Thompson breathed a sigh of relief when
he arrived safely. He wrote in his journal
“Thank God.”

From Lake Winnipeg, Thompson's next
destination was Cumberland House. Over
the next few days progress was slowed
somewhat by bad weather, although on
August 2 Thompson reported that they
hoisted sail to take advantage of the wind.
The next day found the brigade heading
for shore when “dark cloudy weather”
moved in.

The weather remained unstable for a
number of days. Thompson wrote “to the 9
August we were in Lake Winnipeg - with
variable winds & as variable weather - so
that we sometimes put up & set off 2 or 3
times in the 24 Hours.” He also reported
that on several occasions he and his men
had to sleep on stony beaches.
Thompson's journal entries during this
period provide an excellent illustration of
how the weather could dramatically affect
travel during the 18th century.

Finally, on August 9 he arrived at the
mouth of the Saskatchewan River and the
next day travelled up the Grand Rapids.
He entered Cedar Lake on August 11 and
stopped to trade with a group of
Chippeways. More trading followed with
another group of Natives the next evening,
after which, Thompson wrote rather cryp-
tically in his journal, “we put off to avoid
any farther [sic, further] trouble.”

On August 13 the weather cleared but a
strong westerly gale dogged progress.
Then, uncharacteristically, Thompson
stopped entering daily events in his jour-
nal for five days. The next journal entry
occurred on August 18, when he recorded
that he had arrived at Cumberland House
after days of fierce westerly winds which
“very much retarded our Progress.” The
weather must have been very bad, for
Thompson rarely missed a day writing in
his journal.
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The Cumberland Houses
were major hubs in the fur
trade in David Thompson's
time. The first Cumberland
House was built by the
Hudson’s Bay Company in
1774 and named in hon-
our of Prince Rupert, Duke
of Cumberland. In addition
to being the oldest contin-
uously occupied site in

Saskatchewan, it was a
place of major historical
significance for three rea-
sons. First, it was the first inland post
built by the HBC. Second its establish-
ment marked a major change in HBC poli-
cy away from waiting for Natives to come
to HBC posts to actively pursuing the
inland trade. Third, the construction of
Cumberland House marked the beginning
of the intense rivalry between the HBC
and the Montréal traders who later formed
the North West Company.

The NWC, perhaps in an effort to mock
the HBC or, more likely, to capture some
of the HBC trade, named their post
Cumberland House as well. It functioned
until the merger of 1821.

As for the HBC Cumberland House, it
continued as a major centre until the mid-
19th Century, when new trade routes to
the interior rendered it less important.
Thompson left Cumberland House on
August 19, 1798. The next day he entered
the Sturgeon Weir River. He then moved
up through Amisk Lake and on August 23
he arrived at Pelican Lake. He was travel-
ling at breakneck speed. Indeed, he
recorded in his journal that on August 23
his brigade was in such a hurry that one
of his men, Quartier, had left his gun and
a good cutlass behind.

From there Thompson travelled through
a series of lakes and on the morning of
August 25 he arrived at Portage de Traite,
later known as Frog Portage. Thompson
referred to it as the Trade Portage, or
Athuloeeukapitchegun. The nearest pre-
sent day place name is Pelican Narrows on
Route 135. When he crossed Portage de
Traite, he entered the Churchill River sys-

Map showing the location of Curnberland House, the Hudson's
Bay Company's first inland post.

tem. The Churchill River flows through a
series of interconnected lakes from Lac La
Loche to Hudson Bay. Thus, when
Thompson crossed Portage du Traite on
August 25, he entered Trade Lake - which
is part of the Churchill River system. From
there his brigade paddled and portaged
their way to the mouth of River aux Rapid,
or Rapid River. There, Thompson noted in
his journal, they found a lone trader
named Roy. The brigade then travelled up
the Rapid River and entered Lac La Ronge
on August 28. They made their way to an
old post where Simon Fraser had wintered
in 1795-96.

By that time the brigade was travelling
light, for Thompson recorded in his jour-
nal that the weather had turned bad and
they were forced to lay about all day “with-
out a morsel of any Thing to eat,” save for
a few pounds of meat. Fortunately,
Thompson was able to pick up some sup-
plies at a place he called the “House of
Versailles,” probably Rapid River House at
the northern end of Lac La Ronge. His
men also managed to kill a few moose.

From Lac La Ronge the brigade returned
to the Churchill River and travelled
through Dead Lake and Trout Lake before
arriving at Black Bear Island Lake on
September 2. The brigade continued trav-
elling up the Churchill River and arrived
at fle a la Crosse Lake on September 5. It
had been tough going. The day before
Thompson recorded in his journal that “we
were much troubled to get here - from the
darkness of the Night & the Shoals.”
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Noon came to the old Blind Man, his son
was making Paddles & his pitching the
Canoe - staid about 11/2 Hour ‘till they
were ready, when I departed - & at 6 PM
came to the long bad Swamp. The men and
the Indians were camped across if, & it
being dark, we did not dare to cross it, put
up for the Night - our Course has been
mostly North about 10 Miles.

Septr 23rd Sunday - A Cloudy Morn &
Day - a trifle of hard Snow this Morn - At
61/2 AM crossed the Swamp, we found it
very bad, & with great difficulty we crossed
the Horses, we continued on among thick
woods to the Moose Lake & Moose River to
the House - say N b E 6M - the Grand
Picota fortunately tenting at the Moose
Lake, he came with his Canoce & crossed us
over the Moose River - we then went on
thro’ thick woods about N N E 9M or per-
haps only 8 Miles - 7M gone we came again
to the Moose River - it is about 20 to 25 Yds
wide, deep with little or no Current at end
of Co, at 4 PM put up at the fine piece of
Meadow -The Grand Picota killed a young
Moose - & tents in Co with us - woods of
Fir, Pine & Aspen - much of it burnt -
Buffalo plenty, but saw none.”

The most significant thing about these
two journal entries is the recognition of
the important role Native people played in
the exploration process during the fur
trade era. In the past, Canadian historians
tended to focus on the explorers them-

selves and their great “discoveries” in the
face of incredible danger. The earlier works
of Canadian history generally overlooked
or ignored the role of Native people.
Although most Canadian historians today
acknowledge the crucial role Native people
played in the fur trade and the exploration
of Western Canada, that role is still not
widely recognized or acknowledged.

Of course, something must be allowed
for the fact that in recording their heroic
and almost superhuman feats, many of
the explorers failed to give due credit to
the Native people who helped them along
the way. Some did, but not all. In a telling
letter he wrote to Roderick McKenzie just
before he departed for the Pacific Coast in
1793, the great Alexander MacKenzie stat-
ed that “Without the help of Indians, I have
little hope of success.”

While David Thompson did not go quite
that far in his journal, the two entries
quoted here provide a good example of just
how much the early explorers relied on
Native peoples for support. Thus, when
Thompson arrived at the Beaver River on
September 25 he was again forced to turn
to Native people for help: “At @ AM being
anxious to see the Canoes, took the Grand
Picota with me & went in his canoe down
this, the Beaver River to meet the Canoes.”

Thompson found his brigade near the
junction of the Beaver and Moose Rivers
and made the final preparations for the
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Excerpt from David Thompson’s
Journal, October 45, 1798
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“[I set off with the] Indian & Laderoote for the Red Deer Lake, having ordered the Men to
carry every Thing to the Beaver Dam & then wait by return - Co N 22 E 1/2M - 250 yds
of this Brook, we were obliged to carry the light Indian canoe to the little Lake, paddled
thro’ it & came again to the Brook where we attempted to force a Passage, but were
obliged to carry the Canoe to the Portage at the Beaver Dam - Co to the Portage N 50 E
1/3 M little or no Water in the Brook & it 2 to 3 feet with marshy Ground on both Sides
- carried over the Portage N 12 E 1 M when we put down again in the small Brook - went
down it with plenty of Water to the Red Deer Lake N20E 1 /6 MN64 E 1 1/4M at 1 PM
Thank God - We instantly returned & in a 1/2 of an Hour - we arrived at the end of the
Portage, here we put our Canoe ashore & the Indian went a hunting, while I returned to
the People, who were camped as I had ordered - to walk from the Brook to where the
People were put up took me 40" of tolerable walking by way of the Portage - I put up on
the North Side of the Swamp by myself - Gave the Men a Dram - .“
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When David Thompson
arrived in Canada in 1784,
most of Western Canada was
“terra incognita,” unexplored
territory, as Captain James
Cook’s Map of the World at
left indicates. Cook’s map
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Voyage, which was published
the same year David
Thompson arrived at Fort
Churchill {as a point of refer-
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is). Thompson’s great contri-
bution was to map much of
that unexplored territory, as
one of the maps he produced
JSor the North West Company
pictured below clearly shows.
None of Thompson's maps
were published under his
name and for many years he
was denied the recognition
he deserved.
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David Thompson's Later Years

After leaving Lac La Biche in the spring
of 1799, David Thompson travelled over-
land to Fort Augustus (present day Fort
Saskatchewan). From there he began
searching for a new route from the North
Saskatchewan River to the upper reaches
of the Athabasca River via Lac la Nonne
and the Pembina River.

By the summer of 1799 he had travelled
down the Athabasca River to the
Clearwater River and over the Methy
Portage to Ile 4 la Crosse. There, on June
10, 1799 he married, “according to the
custom of the country,” Charlotte Small.

Over the next few years Thompson trad-
ed primarily at Fort George and Rocky
Mountain House. He was made a partner
in the NWC in 1804, but was again
becoming dissatisfied at the lack of time
he was able to devote to surveying.

Then, in 1806, the NWC, deeply con-
cerned about the success of the famous
Lewis and Clark expedition to the Pacific
Coast, decided to send Thompson to find a
route over the Rocky Mountains and down
the Columbia River. Thompson's activities
over the next five years were complex and
controversy still exists over some of his
decisions. His plan appears to have been
to cross the Rocky Mountains by way of
the North Saskatchewan River and Rocky
Mountain House. This he did in June
1807, using the pass later named after the
HBC trader Joseph Howse. He then trav-
elled down the Blaeberry River in present
day British Columbia to a place he first
named Kootana. Initially, Thompson did
not realize that he was in the upper reach-
es of the Columbia River.

For the next three years Thompson trad-
ed with the Kootenay Indians and contin-
ued his surveying work. He built a number
of posts and mapped uncharted territory.
These activities roused the anger of the
Peigan Indians, whose position as middle-
men had been undermined by the exten-
sion of the fur trade across the Rockies.

In the spring of 1810 Thompson left for
Montréal to take up an overdue furlough.
When he reached Rainy Lake he was
instructed to turn around and go back to
the Pacific. The NWC had learned that the
American fur baron, John Jacob Astor,
was planning to trade through the Pacific
Coast and wanted to beat him to it.
Exactly what the NWC ordered Thompson
to do is still a matter of debate, but he set
off in haste for the Columbia.

Once again, he headed for the Rocky
Mountains on the North Saskatchewan
River, but before he reached the moun-
tains he encountered the Peigans. Some
historians have argued that Thompson lost
his nerve because he fled the Peigans and
his brigade was scattered. Thompson was
found half starved and hiding in the bush
some three weeks later. Had it not been for
the efforts of Alexander Henry the Younger
in pulling together the expedition, it would
have been a complete failure. Henry want-
ed to continue over the Howse Pass.
Thompson would have none of it. In a
move that has attracted much criticism,
he abandoned the North Saskatchewan
route and went north to cross the unex-
plored Athabasca Pass. By now he had
been delayed for more than a month and
the Athabasca Pass was crossed in
December and January. Many of
Thompson's men deserted (only 3 of 13
men made the crossing).

Once over the mountains, Thompson and
his men built a crude cedar strip canoe
and set off for the Pacific. On July 15,
1811 he arrived at the mouth of the
Columbia River, at present day Astoria,
Oregon, a few weeks after John Jacob
Astor’s Pacific Fur Company. Thereafter,
from 1812 to 1825 the North
Saskatchewan route was abandoned in
favour of the route through Portage La
Biche.

The trip to the mouth of the Columbia
River was Thompson's last. In 1812 he
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thereby providing the North West
Company with a competitive edge over the
HBC. Finally, the route was far enough
north of Blackfoot territory to be free of
the types of destructive raids hampering
trade along the North Saskatchewan River.

Portage La Biche - also known in fur
trade days as the “Swampy Portage” - was
the name given to that transportation cor-
ridor. It was one of three principal fur
trade routes into Athabasca country from
Rupert's Land. The other two were the
Methy Portage, better known at the time
as Portage La Loche, and the Wollaston
Lake Portage.

The Wollaston Lake Portage, situated in
present day north-eastern Saskatchewan,
ran from Wollaston Lake to Hatchet Lake.
It was a route which linked the Lake
Athabasca drainage system with the
Churchill River system. The portage was
used primarily by Southern Cree,
Chipewyan, and Beaver travelling to HBC
posts before the fur trade expanded into
Athabasca country. After fur traders began
to move into the Athabasca region the
portage was used infrequently.

The Methy Portage and Portage La Biche
became part of the major transcontinental
fur trade routes. Although both portages
provided a link between the Athabasca

and Churchill River systems, they were
used for different purposes.

The Methy Portage, located in present
day Saskatchewan, was a gruelling 20 km
portage from Lac La Loche to the
Clearwater River. The longest route in the
regular fur trade, it was used principally
by traders entering Lake Athabasca and
the Mackenzie and Peace Rivers.

Portage La Biche was used by traders
going to the Lesser Slave Lake District and
also by those who were travelling to the
Pacific Ocean via the Columbia River.
Located on an almost imperceptible height
of land often called the “Little Divide,”
Portage La Biche was essentially a route
which linked the Beaver River to the
Athabasca River via Lac La Biche.

Fur traders would travel up the Beaver
River to the junction of the Beaver and
Amisk Rivers near present day Briéreville
(named after J.C.O. Briére, the postmas-
ter). They would then travel up the left
branch of the Beaver River, often referred
to as the Little Beaver River. At a point
just south of present day Field Lake
{(known as Le Petit Lac de Biche in those
days), the Little Beaver River winds close
to the lake. The fur traders would portage
from the Little Beaver River to the south
end of Field Lake, a distance of about 300

Edward J. McCullough and Michael Maceagno, Lac La Biche and the Early Fur Traders, p.66

Peter Fidler's 1799 sketch of Portage La Biche is the earliest known map of the portage.
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meters. At that point they were crossing
the divide. The Beaver River flows into the
Churchill River. Field Lake drains into Lac
La Biche, which drains into the Athabasca
River. This part of the journey was known
as the “Short Portage” and the fur traders
would usually camp at the south end of
Field Lake. From there they would paddle
to the north end of Field Lake, unload
their gear, and make their way to Lac La
Biche by one of two routes: either by car-
rying the goods the entire way or by using
sections of Red Deers Brook. That part of
the journey was known as the “Long
Portage, a distance of approximately 7 km.

Although the existence of Portage La
Biche was first documented by David
Thompson in 1798, he was not the first per-
son to use it. Judging by the number of
artifacts found along the route, it is clear
that the portage was used as a transporta-
tion corridor in prehistoric times. As the fur
trade advanced into Western Canada, it is
almost certain that Cree middlemen and
- Métis free traders used the portage. David
Thompson's guide, Laderoote, knew exactly
- where he was going when he took
Thompson over the portage in early October
1798.

The Beaver River - Portage La Biche route
was generally acknowledged as the best
and safest way to Athabasca country. Sir
George Simpson is reputed to have said
that Portage La Biche was “the shortest,
easiest, and in every respect [the] best route
to the Athabasca Region, and even to
Athabasca Lake, and moreover the
straightest route, almost in air line to
Lesser Slave Lake and ... when the water
fwas} not at its lowest, the best and safest
road to Jasper's House.” That last com-
ment, that it was the “safest road,” meant
that the portage was out of the range of
Native groups, especially the Blackfoot, who
raided along the Saskatchewan River. Fur
traders could travel the Beaver River route
safely and without much fear of attack.

Portage La Biche came into prominence
after David Thompson abandoned the
North Saskatchewan route after running
into trouble with the Peigans in 1811,
Between 1812 and 1824 the portage served

Lac La Biche Archives
Hudson’s Bay Company trade knife found along
Portage La Biche by Lac La Biche resident Jerry
Traich.

as the main gateway into the southern part
of Athabasca country. It was also used by
the “Columbia Express,” the Hudson’s Bay
Company’s mail carrier.

But the Beaver River Route suffered from
two flaws which eventually proved fatal.
The first was the exasperating way the river
wound its way around the countryside.
Second, and even more exasperating to fur
traders who were in a hurry, was the shal-
lowness of the river. The fur traders often
had to dam sections of the river to proceed
and that took time and a great deal of ener-
gy. The historical record indicates that as
early as 1799 traders passing through the
area were searching for alternative overland
routes. Then, in 1824, George Simpson
travelled the portage and delivered his
edict: close it down.

86

Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Fur Trade Era









. poTtage

“Heave,
- Riva;

- ,'j
A }.Ctrleto/

Flathesd Post N
[Thompsen Falts) g, —

George Simpson’s
Route

Red River

J " River N\ ASSINUBOIA &

=
ff_‘,:‘z

} HUDS ON
A

Churchill}®

SAN
. J‘:\ ‘ L %
rYurk Factory '

F1. Severnk\
Q. i
¢ "
~‘

BAY %

7
'

S
John Rowand’s
Route

T ) ~
f = ‘"“ /P William

Colony [Thunder Bay|

The respective routes of John Rowand and George Simpson to Fort Assiniboine in 1824.

were up to the knee every step in Charcoal
and ashes, and by the termination of each
Days March as black as Sweeps.”

If Simpson was grumpy about the jour-
ney, John McLoughlin was downright foul.
Despite the fact that the Doctor had a 20
day head start, Simpson caught up to
him. The Governor described McLoughlin's
mood in his journal:

“On the 26th [September] at 7 O'Clock
came up with the Dr [McLoughlin] before
his people had left their Encampment
altho we had by that early hour come from
his Breakfasting place of the preceding
Day; himself and people were heartily tired
of the Voyage and his Surprise and vexa-
tion at being overtaken in Riviere la Biche
notwithstanding his having a 20 Days
start of us from York is not to be
described; he was such a figure as I
should not like to meet in a dark Night in
one of the bye lanes in the neighbourhood
of London....”

George Simpson’s ability to travel very
quickly was legendary and he set speed

records which have never been broken.
But John Rowand beat him to Fort
Assiniboine by four days - an especially
impressive feat considering Rowand was
travelling in slower freight canoes. As if to
add insult to injury, Rowand left a letter
for Simpson in which he wrote that he
could not stick around. Rowand returned
to Edmonton a happy man.

John Rowand's feat, when combined
with the fact that Simpson had caught up
to McLoughlin (and probably the bad expe-
rience of the journey itself) led the
Governor to one conclusion: abandon the
Beaver River route and close Portage La
Biche.

Simpson wrote of his decision in his
journal when he arrived at Fort
Assiniboine:

“{Tthe circumstance of MI' Rowands hav-
ing got to this place [Fort Assiniboine]
from Edmonton after accompanying his
loaded Brigade from York thereby perform-
ing the Voyage in ... Days shews how
much shorter the route is by the
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Saskatchawaine than by the Beaver River
and accounts for some arrangements I am
about to suggest and have taken steps for
carrying into effect without further delay

which I have no doubt the HonPl€
Committee & Council will approve. From
several remarks in the course of this nar-
rative will be seen the tediousness and
uncertainty of the Beaver River Navigation
even to half laden North Canoes rendering
the Voyage extremely harassing to the peo-
ple requiring much expensive and precau-
tionary arrangement in regard to provi-
sions from Freemen &c &c [etc] and in dry
Seasons incurring the risk of not getting to
the Wintering Grounds before the Ice sets
in, but above all, the heavy expence occa-
sioned by this route in Men's Wages it
being impossible to substitute Boats for

Canoes. ... For this purpose I would rec-
ommend that the route by the Beaver
River be abandoned altogether and by
forming one Brigade of Seven Boats to
start from York at the usual time say

about the 20th July Forty Five Men
instead of Seventy Nine will do the trans-
port business of those Districts....”

Thus, with one deft stroke of his pen,
George Simpson wrote Lac La Biche out of
the mainstream of the fur trade. After
1824, fur trade traffic bypassed Lac La
Biche via a road which was built from Fort
Edmonton to Fort Assiniboine. The person
who built that road, ironically enough,
came from Lac La Biche. His name was
Jacques Cardinal, a well known freeman
and “horsekeep.”

~

The Columbia Express
P

“At 6 A.M. got to the Committees Punch Bowl where the people had a Glass
of Rum each and ourselves a little Wine 8& Water which was drunk to the
Health of their Honors with three Cheers.”

' -George Simpson, 1825

The Hudson’s Bay Company’s “Columbia
Express” was one of the first mail services
in Western Canada. The service ran from
York Factory at the mouth of the Hayes
River on Hudson Bay to the Pacific Coast
and back again. Ali HBC goods going to
the interior and all furs coming out passed
through York Factory.

The Columbia Express, which essentially
functioned as a separate department of the
HBC, came into its own after David
Thompson of the North West Company dis-
covered the Athabasca Pass in 1811 and
established the first safe Canadian
transcontinental route to the Pacific. For
nearly a half a century the Athabasca Pass
was part of the main fur trade route
between Canada and the Oregon country.

The express route ran from York Factory
to Cumberland House, then up to the
English River, along the English River to
the Beaver River, over Portage la Biche to

the Athabasca River, and up the
Athabasca River to Athabasca Pass. At the
top of Athabasca Pass there is a small
lake which flows in two directions. Located
on the Great Divide, the lake is the source
of the both the Athabasca and Columbia
Rivers. The fur traders and express crews
who travelled over the pass developed a
tradition of making a toast on the shores
of the lake, which HBC Governor George
Simpson named the “Committee’s Punch
Bowl” in honour of the London Committee
of the HBC. After making the toast, the
crews crossed the pass and continued
down the Columbia River to the Pacific
Coast. After the amalgamation of the NWC
and the HBC in 1821, the express crews
moving west from York Factory were
bound for Fort Vancouver, the HBC’s
headquarters on the Paclfic. Not to be con-
fused with Vancouver, B.C., Fort
Vancouver was located on the North Bank
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In 1817 an Irish born North West
Company clerk named Ross Cox pub-
lished an account of his life and tirnes in
the fur trade bearing the rather lofty title
Adventures on the Columbia River includ-
ing the Narrative of a Residence of Six
Years on the Western Side of the Rocky
Mountains, among Various Tribes of
Indians Hitherto Unknown: Together with
A Journey Across the American Continent.
He provided an engaging description of
what it was like to travel through Lac La
Biche and over Portage La Biche in 1817:

“June 12th. We had goed deep water
for paddling from daybreak until six
AM., when the river for about four miles
spread over a stony bottom, which oblig-
ed us to land while the men worked up
with the lines and poles. It then became
narrower and deeper, and continued so
for several miles, until eleven A.M., when
it entered Lac de la Biche, which we
crossed in three hours with calm weath-
er. As we approached the eastern shore,
we observed smoke issuing from a small
cove, and immediately after the white
canvas of a tent met our delighted eyes.
A few minutes more brought us to land,
when we had the inexpressible pleasure
of meeting Mr. Alexander Stewart and the
Slave Lake Brigade, consisting of eight
canoes and about forty-five men. This
was a fortunate circumstance. We had
not eaten a mouthful that day, up to two
o'clock, with starvation staring us in the
face, no natives on our route, and our
chance of killing animals more than
doubtful. We now, however, recompensed
ourselves for all these uncertainties and
apprehensions by a plentiful repast of
roast buffale and white-fish.

This lake, from the time we took to tra-
verse it, I should suppose to be about
thirty miles in circumference. It is nearly
circular, and abounds in white-fish. The
surrounding country is extremely low,

Lac La Biche in 1817

without any rising ground in sight, and
on the western side the land is quite
marshy. The shores are tolerably wooded,
principally with pine, birch, and poplar.

During the night, a number of the men
were employed on the lake catching fish
by torch-light, and were rather success-
ful.

June 13th. About three miles to the
eastward of our encampment lies a small
lake, called by the Canadians Le Petit Lac
de Biche [present day Field Lake]. The
country between the two lakes forms the
height of land which divides the waters
that fall into the Arctic Ocean from the
eastward, from those which fall into
Hudson’s Bay from the westward. Mr.
Stewart’s men had commenced this
portage yesterday, and it took us the
greater part of this day to finish it; which
will not appear extraordinary, when it is
considered that ten large canoes, and
between two and three hundred packs of
beaver, each weighing upwards of ninety
pounds, had to be carried three miles
through a swampy marsh, full of under-
wood, during the greater part of which
time it rained heavily. Encamped at four
P.M. on the shore of the little lake which
we had previously crossed, and which
was not more than half a mile in
breadth.

June 14th. It continued raining the
greater part of the night. Commenced
another portage this morning, of two
hundred and fifty paces in length, which
brought us to a small stream called Little
Beaver River, into which we threw the
canoes. There was not sufficient water to
float them when loaded, in consequence
of which we had to construct dams at
intervals of four or five hundred paces.
This was both a tedious and laborious
work; and we encamped at six P.M., hav-
ing advanced only five miles ...."
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voyageurs died of strangulated hernias.

Although clothing was an important part
of voyageur culture, it was only on special
occasions that they dressed up. That dress
has often been described as a “gaudy
array” with beaded firebags, bright sashes,
scarlet leggings, beaded garters and elabo-
rately embroidered moccasins. H.J.
Moberly, who spent forty years in the fur
trade, including a stint as factor at Lac La
Biche, wrote that “The young men, in full
dress, beaded leggings, cloth caps, glori-
ous with feathers and ribbons, strutted
about showing themnselves off like wild
turkey cocks.”

That last comment reveals something
about Moberly’s none too high an opinion
of the voyageurs. It was an opinion widely
shared. The voyageurs were treated by
their employers as unsavory characters to
be tolerated rather than respected. They
were not allowed to camp inside NWC
forts, they seldom socialized with the bour-
geois, and they were never promoted to the
upper ranks of the company.

That seemed to suit the voyageurs just
fine, for there is little evidence that they
aspired to be bourgeois. Instead they pre-
ferred to boast about their various
exploits, when they had the chance, at la
cantine salope, a place which Peter C.
Newman, in his study of the fur trade,
compared to a modern motorcycle gang's
safe house.

By all accounts, the voyageur’s life was
not easy. Yet, it appears that they would
not have had it any other way. One of the
very few statements made by an actual
voyageur was recorded by the fur trader
and author, Alexander Ross, in 1822. The
story goes that Ross picked up an old man
in the fur country and when they started
talking the old man said:

“I have now been forty-two years in this
country. For twenty-four, I was a light
canoe-man; I required but little sleep, but
sometimes got less than I required. No
portage was too long for me; all portages
were alike. My end of the canoe never
touched the ground till I saw the end of it.
Fifty songs a day were nothing tome. I -
could carry, paddle, walk, and sing with

any man | ever saw. During that period, I
saved the lives of ten Bourgeois, and was
always the favourite, because when others
stopped to carry at a bad step, and lost
time, [ pushed on - over rapids, over cas-
cades, over chutes; all were the same to
me. No water, no weather, ever stopped the
paddle or the song. I had twelve wives in
the country; and was once possessed of
fifty horses, and six running dogs,
trimmed in the first style. I was then like a
Bourgeois, rich and happy: no Bourgeois
had better-dressed wives than I; no Indian
chief finer horses; no white man better-
harnessed or swifter dogs. I beat all
Indians at the race, and no white man
ever passed me on the chase. I wanted for
nothing; and I spent all my earnings in the
enjoyment of pleasure. Five hundred
pounds, twice told, have passed through
my hands; although now I have not a
spare shirt to my back, nor a penny to buy
one. Yet, were I young again, I should
glory in commencing the same career
again, [ would willingly spend another
half-century in the same fields of enjoy-
ment. There is no life so happy as a
voyageur’s life; none so independent; no
place where a man enjoys so much variety
and freedom as in the Indian country.
Huzza! Huzza! pour le pays sauvage!l”
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him to his cabin, all the while swearing
against the bourgeois.

‘Very well, Very well!’ they said. ‘We are
treated like dogs, they hit us with the
sword, they think we are slaves, so then
we shall leave, and let The Company take
care of itself. If it wants workers, let it go
and find some. We will leave and go into
the forest and be with the Indians, this is
no problem to us.’

But Mr Leblanc arrived unexpectedly. Mr.
Leblanc was French and of small stature.
The French liked him because he was not
proud. He would easily talk to the people,
not like the other one.

Mr. Leblanc tried to calm the Frenchman,
saying his superior’s attitude and action
were vile. He took care of Desmaret’s
wound and treated him well. He then went
to the hangar, got some fat, foods,
tongues, lard, flour, sugar, tea, tobacco.

‘Here, my friends,’ he said, ‘take and eat!
Have a feast! The great chief gives you all
these. Just forget a few things and don't
talk about some others!’

‘Well, then,” they said, ‘this way we can
understand each other. If we are treated
well we will be able to work harder. If the
bourgeois doesn’t draw the sword against
us, then we will respect him.’

This is how things got worked out. Since
then, 4 over ten (80) winters have passed
for me. This is a long time, but I still
remember it. And it is as I say!”

The voyageurs were an important part of
the history of Lac La Biche because many
became free traders - o-tee-paym-soo-wuk
- after they had served out their contracts.
And it was those free traders who formed
the nucleus of the first permanent settle-
ment in the area.
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A typical voyageur contract. This one, dated,
November 24, 1803, contracted Hiacynthe
Thibeau of Berthier to the firm of McTavish,
Frobisher & Co by agent Jean Marie Boucher.
Thibeau was to winter three years “in the far
reaches of the North West Posts” at a salary of
700 livres a year. This contract would have
made Thibeau one of “les hommes du Nord.”

“Without the help of the Indians, I have little hope of success.”
-Alexander Mackenzie, 1793
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“Friday [July] 13th Fine weather. One of
my hunters came in for Rum. I settled
with him and sent him off again. T.
Deschamp’s son brought in a Moose Deer.
Desjarlaix, Challifoux & co arrived at the
H.B. House, and five young straggling
vagabonds from Lac La Biche came in to
us. [They are] on their way they say to the
Columbia, where they [are] in hopes of
finding the Beaver as numerous as blades
of grass in the Plains. ... I gave myself
much trouble in attempting to form a divi-
sion among those Freemen to prevent
them crossing the Mountains where they
will be greater nuisance to us there than
even here.

Saturday [July] 14th. Troubled with
those Freemen mongrels and Indians all
day. There is no dependance to be placed
upon them, they have neither principle nor
honor, honesty nor a wish to do well. All
their aim is folly and extravagance and
caprice of the moment, devoid of all steadi-
ness of conduct, and by far more trouble-
some than the most savage Blackfoot in
the Plains. I gave some of them Debt &c.
Cardinalle arrived with his family. ...

.

Ted Byfield, ed., Atlas of Alberta, p.11
Above: Section of David Thompson's map with
present day Alberta outlined. Below left: Detail
showing Lac La Biche, which appears as Red
Deers Lalee.

Sunday [July] 15th. Still pested in set-
tling with those Vagabonds all day ....

Monday [July] 16t At 8 Oclock Cardinal
set off for Lesser Slave Lake with Jos
Desjarlaix’s son. They go on horse back as
far as Lac La Biche. I sent a boat with four
men down the River to cross my hunters
over upon the South side to hunt Buffalo.
... Still plagued by those Freemen and
Straggling Vagabonds of Lac La Biche.”

-From the Journal of Alexander Henry
the Younger, 1799-1814

98 Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Fur Trade Era



Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Fur Trade Era

J.W. Tyrrell, Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada, 1908, p.276
Carrying the mail to Moose Factory.

“Petit Vermillion havg [sic] nothing to
drink - he traded a good Pistol for 5
Pints of Rum - In the Afternoon the Fils
de Lievin & the Little Pine came in with
about 16 skins - ... I promised them a
drinking about here if they would agree
to return the Morrow to their Lodge &
continue to work Beaver - after much
talk, they agreed & with what was given
them tonight & promised them on going
away they cost me full what is charged
per Expenses - confound the Rascals.”
-David Thompson to his Journal,
February 16,1799




O-tee-paym-soo-wulk

“We caught up to a party from Lac-la-biche going the same way. They were
French half-breeds on their way into Red River with their furs. We found

them first-rate travelling companions.”

-John McDougall, Saddle, Sled and Snowshoe, 1896

The periods from 1800 to 1812 and from
1825 to 1853* are black holes in the histo-
ry of Lac La Biche, largely because there is
so little that seems to have survived from
those times. With the closing of the fur
trade posts at Lac La Biche in 1800, and
then the abandonment of the portage in
1825, the movers and shakers in the fur
trade, especially those who kept journals,
used other routes. As a consequence,
there are few descriptions of what was
happening around Lac La Biche.
Nevertheless, it is known that free traders
who had moved into the area during the
early 1800s stayed and formed the nucle-
us for a permanent settlement.

Les gens libres - or as the Cree termed
them, O-tee-paym-soo-wuk, “their own

" boss” - were the freemen or free traders

who had served out their contracts with
fur trade companies. The vast majority of
freemen were what are today known as
Meétis, an old French word meaning
“mixed,” though there is still some dispute
about Métis spelled with a capital M and a
small m. Capital M Métis is often used to
refer to those from the Red River Colony in
present day Manitoba while small m métis
refers to those of North American Indian-
European descent elsewhere in Canada. In
fur trade days, they were also called bois,
briilé, chicot, michif, country-born, half-

breed or breed, and mixed blood. In
Western Canada the Métis population was
part French, English, Scottish, Irish, or
Scandinavian (and later Lebanese in the
case of Lac La Biche} and part Native, usu-
ally Cree or Ojibwa.

After they had served out their con-
tracts, many freemen chose to stay in fur
trade country, where they hunted and
trapped. Although they were highly mobile,
a few of them began to settle in various
places in Alberta, such as Lac Ste Anne
and Lac La Biche.

It is possible that freemen lived around
Lac La Biche before the Europeans came.
For example, David Thompson’s guide,
Laderoote, could have lived in the Lac La
Biche area, but there is no way of confirm-
ing it through documentary evidence.

After the Europeans came, however,
there is evidence of occupation and two
names in particular stand out: Desjarlais
and Cardinal.

Antoine Desjarlais (sometimes appearing
in the record as Desjarlaix and Déjarlais)
was one the earliest residents of Lac La
Biche. He was actually born Antoine de
Charlois at Verchéres, not far from
Montréal in present day Quebec. The his-
torical record indicates that he worked as
a guide and interpreter for North West
Company. In 1803 he was in charge of a

*The dates here may seem confusing but they are deliberate. According to Hudson’s Bay Company
records, Red Deers Lake House I, built by David Thompson, operated for about a year. Greenwich
House, established by Peter Fidler in 1799, was closed in 1801. No fur trade post was erected again
until 1817, when John Lee Lewes of the HBC built a temporary post. However, David Thompson’s
return to Lac La Biche in 1812 and the subsequent use of Portage La Biche as part of the transporta-
tion route to the Pacific meant that a number of well-known fur traders passed through Lac La Biche
and left descriptions of the area. Those descriptions dry up after 1825, when the HBC abandoned the
portage. The people who stayed behind do not appear to have had the ability to read or write. It is not
until the coming of the missionaries and the return of the HBC in 1853 that the written record begins
again. ;
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NWC post at Lake Manitoba and the fol-
lowing year he was sent to Dog Lake. After
serving out his contract, he left the trade
in 1805 and moved to Lac La Biche, where
he appears to have survived by hunting,
fishing, and dabbling in the fur trade as a
freeman.

David Thompson met Desjarlais when
he passed through Lac La Biche in May,
1812, on his way to Montréal. Thompson
noted that Desjarlais was living at Lac La
Biche with a large Métis family and he
traded with the Hudson’s Bay Company.
Two years later, Gabriel Franchére ran
into him and wrote that Desjarlais was
married to a Native woman and “lived with
his family on the produce of his chase.” At
that time Antoine Desjarlais was one of
very few who were living at Lac La Biche.
Franchére wrote: “Nobody at least disput-
ed with him the sovereignty of Red Deer
Lake, of which he had, as it were, taken
possession.”

It must have seen a very secluded life
because Desjarlais asked Franchére to
read to him two letters he had received
two years before. Antoine Desjarlais also
appears to have been a generous man. He
gave Franchére and his companions duck
eggs, about fifty pounds of dried meat, and
ten pounds of tallow. Desjarlais’s generosi-
ty and knowledge of the Lac La Biche
region did not go unrewarded. Hudson’s
Bay Company records list him as the Lac
La Biche Post Manager and Interpreter in
1819 and again from 1820-21. He was still
at Lac La Biche when HBC Governor
George Simpson travelled over the portage
in 1824 (Simpson referred to him as “old
Dejoilais”).

In 1833 one of Antoine Desjarlais’s sons,

also named Antoine Desjarlais, guided an
expedition headed by the Arctic explorer
George Back (later Admiral Sir George).
Back had accompanied Sir John Franklin
on three Polar expeditions. In 1833 he
went in search of Sir John Ross, another
Arctic explorer who was mistakenly
thought to have gone missing.

In addition to Antoine Desjarlais, trav-
ellers frequently wrote of a Cardinal (also
Cardinalle) in the Lac La Biche area. It
was probably Jacques Cardinal, who
appears to have been a well-known Métis
freeman and “horsekeep” who lived
between Lac La Biche and Jasper, Alberta.
Unfortunately, little more is known about
him except that he met some rather
important people and completed some
important jobs in his day. In 1824, for
example George Simpson hired him to cut
the trail between Fort Edmonton and Fort
Assiniboine which was the undoing of
Portage La Biche.* Again, in 1827, David
Douglas, a botanist sent out by the
London Horticultural Society to study
plant life in the North West, met Cardinal
near the Rocky Mountains. “I quickened
my steps,” Douglas wrote, “and soon ...
found Jacques Cardinal, who had come to
the Moose Encampment, and brought with
him eight horses to help us on our way.
He treated me with an excellent supper of
mutton ... and regretted he had no spirits
to offer me. Pointing to the stream he jocu-
larly said, ‘there’s my barrel and it is
always running.” It would appear that, if
nothing else, Jacques Cardinal had a keen
sense humour.

There was one other Cardinal at Lac La
Biche, Joseph Cardinal. He was born at
St. Laurent, near Montréal. Cardinal was

*It is difficult to tell whether Simpson hired Cardinal Jor his expertise or for some other reason.
Simpson was not happy when he discovered that Cardinal and others had been attacking the
Shuswap Indians. He wrote in his journal that “this unprovoked warfare was likely to defeat my
plans [of encouraging the Shuswaps to do more trade with the HBC] ... I therefore spoke my Mind
very plainly to those freemen, told them we meant to protect the Shewhoppes and if they did not
instantly abandon their cruel intentions they should not this Winter have even a particle of ammuni-
tion at any of our Establishments and that next Season they should be bundled down to Canada
where starvation & misery would follow them.” It is entirely possible that Simpson hired Cardinal to

keep him and others away from the Shuswaps.
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rumoured to have accompanied Alexander
Mackenzie on his expedition to the Pacific
Ocean in 1793, although there is no way
of verifying it. In 1797 or 1798 he married
Louise Frobisher, who might have been the
daughter of the prominent fur trader
Joseph Frobisher. Cardinal had likely
served out his contract and then settled at
Lac La Biche. He was certainly at Lac La
Biche when the first Roman Catholic mis-
sionaries passed through in 1844. The
venerable Bishop Taché later wrote that
Joseph Cardinal was “the living history of
this country.” _

The period between the arrival of David
Thompson in 1798 and the closing of the
Portage was a formative era in the history
of Lac La Biche. From the beginning of the
European discovery of the lake and the
geographical quirk that made it a viable

Voyageurs “tracking” a canoe

part of the fur trade route, it served as a
staging area and transportation corridor. It
meant little more to the fur traders and
when it was abandoned for what was
thought to be a better route in 1825 the
traders gave it no second thought.
However, David Thompson had placed Lac
La Biche on the map and, as traders and
voyageurs travelled the corridor, a few
were attracted by the beauty and bounty
of the waters of Lac La Biche. They came
back to form the nucleus of a permanent
settlement, making a living in whatever
way they could. It is impossible to gauge
how many settled around the shores of the
lake by the 1850s. But those who did were
there to witness the onset of a new era as
the missionaries began to spread their
influence across Western Canada.

B. Wilson, The Great Company
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Lac La Biche Archives

St Jean Baptiste day, Lac La Biche, 1914. From Left to Right: Mr. Leo Ouellette, Dr. Sévérin
Sabourin, Fr. Bélanger, Louis Trudel, Fr. Joseph Albéric Ouellette, Mr. Adalbert Gascon, and Mr.

Augustin Simoneau.

The Missionaries

“Let us work to civilize the poor Indian”
-Petit Manuel Pour Apprendre A Lire La Langue Crise, 1886

“The fur-trade era,” Howard Palmer
wrote in his Alberta: A New History, “was a
period of equality between whites and
Indians, when the Indians went about
their own lives. The two groups met briefly
at the posts, and exchanged goods. Each
received from the other what it could not
produce.” The fur traders had no desire to
change Native culture or Native habits.
Any cultural impact the fur trade had on
Native societies was indirect.

Not so with the missionaries. Their aim
was direct and intentional. They wanted to
replace the fur trade with agriculture and
a settled lifestyle based on Christian val-
ues. The goal was to Europeanize the

Native people, who the missionaries viewed
as “uncivilized and heathen.” Even the
Methodist missionary Henry Bird
Steinhauer, himself an Ojibwa Indian,

. wrote of “the savage heathen, thirsting for

human blood,” always on the “warpath.”
The missionaries and the fur traders
often disagreed over the matter of “civiliz-
ing” the Natives and settlement. Fur
traders knew only too well that the fur
trade and settlement did not mix. The
Hudson’s Bay Company spent no small
effort trying to argue that most of Rupert’s
Land was useless for agriculture. George
Simpson (Sir George after 1841), Governor
of the HBC, once told a Select Committee
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of the British House of Commons: “I do
not think that any part of the Hudson's
Bay territories is well adapted for settle-
ment; the crops are very uncertain.” That
was poppycock and Simpson knew it. But
he had a vested interest to protect. As for
the missionaries, the West was their oys-
ter.

Although the Roman Catholics, led by
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, became
the dominant influence in the north, they
were not the first missionaries to enter
what is now Alberta. That claim must go
to a Methodist missionary by the name of
Robert Rundle,* who arrived from England
in 1840. While Fort Edmonton was his
main headquarters, he travelled widely in
an effort to convert Native people and
spread the Christian word.

This activity brought him into conflict
with the fur traders, notably, John
Rowand, Chief Factor at Fort Edmonton
and one of Sir George Simpson’s favourite
traders. Among other things, Rundle and
Rowand locked horns over the observance
of the Sabbath. Rowand was bitterly
opposed to allowing Native people to take a
day off. “The worst thing for the trade,” he
wrote, “is these ministers and priests - the
natives will never work half so well now -
they like praying and singing.”

There is some dispute over just how
much praying and singing Native people
were doing. Nevertheless, Rundle believed
that he had made progress during his
eight year stay in Alberta and his activities
paved the way for other Methodist mis-
sionaries, such as Benjamin Sinclair,
Thomas Woolsey, Henry Bird Steinhauer,
and the father and son team of George and
John McDougall. Although the first
Methodist mission was not established
until 1848, the Methodist missionaries
were able to exert influence among the
Cree and Stoney. However, they were never
able to match the Roman Catholics (today,

*While it is true that two Roman Catholic mis-
sionaries travelled through Alberta in 1838,
Rundle was the first long-term missionary in
Alberta.

more than 60% of Alberta’s Native people
are Catholic).

The first Roman Catholic missionary in
Alberta was Father Jean-Baptiste
Thibault, a diocesan priest who arrived in
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1842. He was followed by a small army of
Catholic missionaries, the vast majority of
whom were members of the Oblates of
Mary Immaculate. They left an enduring
mark on Alberta. More than one town in
Alberta has been named after a member of
the Oblate Order: Grouard, Lacombe,
Leduc, Morinville, and Vegreville, among
others.

The Oblates began establishing a series
of missions in northern Alberta, starting
with Lac Ste Anne in 1844. A second mis-
sion was built at Fort Chipewyan in 1847,
where the venerable Father (later Bishop)
Alexander Taché began to make his mark.
The third mission was established at Lac
La Biche in 1853. Dunvegan followed in
1866.

The arrival of the Oblates sparked a
sometimes none too friendly competition
with other missionary groups. Shortly after
Father Thibault began his work, Robert
Rundle sourly noted that “Several of my
old friends among the Indians, both men
and women, keep away from me. I went to
some of their tents but it was no use. O
my God! when shall these things end! The
Priest was telling them yesterday that nei-
ther the Governor or the Queen had any
right to send missionaries, the power
belonged to the Pope.” In a similar vein,
Thomas Woolsey complained bitterly about
having to “endure more opposition for
[from] the papacy, than from all the abo-
riginal tribes with whom we come in con-
tact. Not only do the emissaries of Rome
negate our acts, but they speak of us as
impostors, and warn the people against

having anything to do with us.”

Worse still, from Woolsey’s point of view,
the Roman Catholics were two-faced:
“whenever we meet them, their ‘bland
smiles and fair features’ are enough to
throw us off our guard, if we were not
acquainted with versification to the effect:
‘Will you walk into my parlour, said the
spider to the fly’.” Still, Woolsey gave high
marks to the Oblates at Lac La Biche.
“Romanists in that section are seeking
after truth,” he wrote, after handing out
copies of a book which Roman Catholic
priests in other areas were trying to sup-
press. ‘

From the Roman Catholic point of view,
the Protestant missionaries were meddle-
some liars. Particularly upsetting was a
rumour Protestants were spreading in the
early 1860s to the effect that the Oblates
were all secretly married. Some innuendo
was also directed towards Bishop Henri
Faraud, who, it was claimed, spent a little
too much time with the Sisters. Of course,
there was nothing to substantiate these
rumours. It was all part of the rivalry. One
Oblate priest later described the actions of
the Methodists as “a war to the death.”

In the early years of missionary activity,
the rivalry between the Catholics and
Protestants served, at best, to amuse
Native people and, at worst, to scare them
off. But Native people were not above
exploiting the rivalry for their own ends.

Their differences aside, the Catholic and
Protestant missionaries still shared one
important goal: to Christianize the West on
the European model of settlement. They
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might disagree on means but they saw eye
to eye on the ends. And the “ends” posed a
threat to the fur trade.

Fur traders from Sir George Simpson on
were caught between a rock and a hard
place when it came to the question of the
missionaries. The Hudson’s Bay Company
could not prevent the missionaries from
entering Rupert's Land. To have even sug-
gested stopping the missionaries would
have been tantamount to committing politi-
cal and moral suicide. But neither was the
HBC very happy about the missionary
intrusion. Peter C. Newman perhaps put it
best when he wrote that Sir George
Simpson viewed the missionaries “as neces-
sary evils at best.” Simpson’s own verdict,
which he expressed in a letter to his superi-
ors in London, England, was that mission-
ary activity did little more than fill “the
pockets and bellies of some hungry mis-
sionaries and rearing the Indians in habits
of indolence.” The missionaries, then, had
to be watched and care had to be taken to
prevent Catholics especially from “extending
their operations too rapidly.”

Others were not even that charitable.
Fur trader Donald Ross wrote of having
“let fly his first fling at the mission,
endurance at an end.” The wife of another
fur trader wrote that the moral character
of certain Methodist missionaries was as
“base as can be. ... They tell the greatest
fibs with perfect coolness and are always
believed.”

It was not always tooth and nail with
the fur traders and the missionaries. There
was evidence of strong friendships and a
spirit of cooperation at the various posts.
One of the more notable was that between
Emile (later Bishop) Grouard and Roderick
MacFarlane, who would become Chief
Factor of the Athabasca District. Still, the
overall relationship was one characterized
by friction and mistrust. Sir George
Simpson, in the words of Bishop Taché
was a “sly governor” and the fur traders in
general, wrote Emile Grouard, were a
“plague extending across the country.”

Although many of the squabbles
stemmed from interests which were being
advanced and those being threatened, they

were also symptoms of the growing pains
the West was beginning to experience.
Starting in the 1850s, Western Canada
was entering a period of transition,
marked, above all, by a shift away from
the fur trade to a settled existence based
upon agriculture. This did not happen
overnight, nor did the fur trade suddenly
decline in importance. But the signposts of
change were there: the expansion of mis-
sionary activity in the 1850s and 60s, the
transfer of Rupert’s Land to the
Government of Canada in 1870, the begin-
ning of the treaty process to secure land
for settlement, and the Riel Rebellion of
1885.

Lac La Biche was not immune from
these developments. Indeed, it was an
important part of them.

La Societé historique de Saint Boniface

Father Jean-Baptiste Thibault , the first Roman
Catholic missionary in Alberta. HBC Chief
Factor John Rowand called him “Mr.
Thingheaute.”
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Notre Dame des Victoires

“Lake La Biche! ... I have heard of it so many times! I have finally arrived:
What joy! It was formerly the departure point for the convoys for the Great
North. The annual supplies were transported by ox carts and horses across
the prairies from the Red River. These supplies were put up in a big shed
which is still found there, when spring came, they were despatched to
their destination by way of the La Biche River, tributary of the Athabasca

River whose rapids are so dreaded.”

-Mgr. Gabriel Breynat, O.M.1., 1945

Oblate Collection

Right Rev. Emile Legal, O.M.I

“Lake La Biche is a magnificent sheet of
water dotted with islets of more or less
considerable size, which are covered with
woods.of aspens and birch trees, and
interspersed with little stretches of virgin
prairie. It was to these islands that the
native Indians came, each autumn, for the
fishing season, so as to secure a supply of
fish for their subsistence during the win-
ter. The lake, in its greatest length from
Northwest to South, measures about thirty
miles, with a shore line of approximately
120 miles. The depth is, on an average,
five to six fathoms (30 to 36 feet).

Although its period as a mission station
is not recognized till the autumn of 1853,
nevertheless its inhabitants had not been
altogether neglected, for they had already
been honored by the Rev. J.B. Thibeault
[Thibault] on a first visit, in the autumn of
1844.

This man of God came to instruct them
on three different occasions, and, in 1851,
Rev. Joseph Bourassa also came to offer
the aid of his ministry. In the course of
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these visits, many of the natives had been
baptized. Some had received the sacra-
ment of Christian matrimony and four or
five had been admitted to the Eucharistic
banquet.

In 1852, Bishop Taché, whose diocese
then extended all over the North West, -
came accompanied by Father Lacombe, as
yet a secular priest, and paid a visit, the
principal purpose of which was to take all
the necessary measures to discover if Lake
La Biche could provide the means for the
support of a missionary settlement, and to
inquire into the disposition of the natives
in the matter. The result of these investi-
gations being favorable, Bishop Taché
determined to send a priest to them as
soon as possible. In the spring of 1853
good Father Remas left Red River for Lake
St. Anne, but Divine Providence directed
him to Lake La Biche, where he com-
menced his apostolate amidst privations
and hardships of every kind, but the same
holy Providence inspired Father Lacombe
to come to his relief from Lake St. Anne,
with many indispensable articles, and
even to take him back with him for the
rest of the winter. It was there that
Bishop Taché found them later.

In the beginning of the year 1854 he had
left Isle-a-la-Crosse, in the severest season,
in the very depth of winter, in company

Provincial Archives of Alberta

Notre Dame des Victoires - better known locally as the Lac La Biche Mission. This picture was taken
in the 1890s. The long shed on the left housed a boat-building workshop.
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with a hired servant and two Otchipwewan
[Chipewyan] Indians, and after making a
passing call at Fort Pitt and Fort
Edmonton he had arrived at St. Anne, on
Palm Sunday. These good Fathers had the
consolation of entertaining His Lordship
for three weeks, after which they jour-
neyed with him to Lake La Biche, where
he consecrated the mission to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, under the title
of “Our Lady of Victories.”

In the meantime, Father Vegreville came
from Isle-a-la-Crosse to pay a visit to his
old schoolfellow and fellow countryman,
needless to say to the intense joy and grat-
ification of Father Rémas.

This Father was badly housed and trou-
bles came to him from many quarters Yet,
in spite of this, his zeal did not flag in his
arduous labors for the salvation of the
souls entrusted to him and he kept to his
post, till news came for him, by the
February prairie mail, that another post

Oblate Collection

Rev. Father René Rémas, O.M.1L., the first resi-
dent pastor of Nortre Dame des Victoires.

Oblate Collection

Alexandre-Antonin Taché, one of the first
Oblates to enter Western Canada. As
Bishop, Taché exerted a powerful influ-
ence in the west and he was largely
responsible for making the Mission at Lac
La Biche as important as it was.

was assigned to him by an order of obedi-
ence for the winter of 1855, when he went
again to Lake St. Anne to act as novice
master to Father Lacombe, who still
desired to be enrolled under the banner of
Mary Immaculate. During this first
sojourn at Lake La Biche, he had baptized
seventy-two, of which there were as many
children as adults, conducted seven mar-
riages and four burials. This success, in
spite of his numerous difficulties, was very
consoling and gave testimony to his untir-
ing energy in the instruction of souls, espe-
cially as at that time he spoke the Cree
language only with great difficulty.

To fill the vacancy about to be caused by
his departure Fathers Maisonneuve and
Tissot received orders from Bishop Taché
to betake themselves to N. D. des Victoires.
The former was stationed at Red River and
the latter at Isle-a-la-Crosse.
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made use of by placing the old house,
which still stood at the former site, upon a
raft and bringing it thus along over the
lake.

At the time of the Bishop’s arrival a cart
road had been decided upon to put the
mission in communication with Fort Pitt.
Indeed, it had already been begun and
carried as far as the Little Beaver river,
about forty miles from Lake La Biche.

By the 10th of August, the news of the
arrival of the oxen and carts ordered from
Red River was brought by the Indian
guide, who had left the caravan at a
standstill on the route, unable to approach
for want of a practical road.

On the 20th of the same month, then,
Father Maisonneuve started off with four
men to continue the work already taken
up. On the fifteenth day of this work the
road was laid out and opened as far as
Fort Pitt, a distance of 100 miles more. All
the country side was waiting to see the
efforts of the missionaries fail. In fact,
they spoke of it as a foregone conclusion,
when the arrival of the carts themselves
put an end to all their idle talk. The
Company and the neighborhood were glad
enough now to make use of this means of
communication, ready to admit that with-
out the courageous and constant efforts of
the poor missionaries, the appearance of
carts at [Lac] La Biche could not have
been brought about so speedily.

It was in 1857 that the first two houses
were built near the mission, a good sign
that the natives were beginning to come to
the priests of their own accord. During
this year, too, Brother Bowes prepared the
frame work of a much larger building, des-
tined in the near future to receive the
Sisters.

In the spring of 1858, as the result of
great labor and perseverance, a consider-
able quantity of limestone was extracted
from the lake. A limekiln was immediately
constructed and the Fathers had at their
disposal more than 300 bushels of excel-
lent lime. They commenced at once to con-
struct very strong and solid, in stone, the
new building the wood work for which was
set up in the course of August.

During the summer of the years 1859
and 1860, Fathers Tissot and
Maisonneuve, assisted by Brothers Bowes,
became masons and brought the house for
the Sisters to a satisfactory state of com-
pletion. A part of the ground floor was,
however, reserved to serve as a public
chapel.

At the end of the summer of 1860, after
eight years of laborious endeavor, Fr.
Tissot and Fr. Maisonneuve had the con-
solation at last of seeing their mission
each year progressing materially and spiri-
tually, and being placed more and more on
a lasting basis. They had a house of their
own, rude enough, it is true, but still com-
fortable. In addition, they had built a fine
house in stone of two floors, measuring 30
x 50 feet. It was now time to think of aris-
ing and offering the poor, ignorant natives
of Lake La Biche more abundant means of
religious instruction. It was time, also, to
establish a good school and, in due
course, to open an orphanage.

To the regeneration of people it is a point
of absolute necessity to start by looking
after the young; an impossibility without a
school conducted in a wise and Christian
spirit.

It was resolved upon, therefore, by the
Fathers, that they should obtain Sisters
for the mission of N. D. des Victoires.
Bishop Taché again applied to the
Superioress General of the Sisters of
Charity of Montreal to be kind enough to
send a little colony of her good nuns to
Lake La Biche. Three Sisters received
their order of obedience and made ready to
depart, glad to co-operate with the Fathers
in the establishment of Catholicism in
these far off territories now being opened
to their zeal. These three Sisters were Rev.
Sister Guenette, Superior; Sister Daunais
and Sister Tisseur.

In the beginning of May 1862, Fr.
Maisonneuve left with some men for Red
River to meet the Sisters there, where he
arrived after a journey of 32 days. On
reaching Lake La Biche the Sisters had the
consolation of seeing the Indians grouping
themselves around the mission. In the
course of the summer ten new houses had

Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Mission Era

113



been begun. Thus they could see, from
the first, that there would not be wanting
plenty of work for their zeal [sic]. They
courageously took up duties at once, shar-
ing the labor in a spirit of mutual charity.
They took charge of the chapel, the sac-
risty and vestry, the wardrobes of the mis-
sionaries, the kitchen arrangements and
the school. Oftentimes, too, according to
their strength, they helped on the farm,
which was being developed more and more
each year, but the principal aim of the
constitution of this order is rightly the
conduct of schools and orphanages.

A year after the coming of the Sisters, the
Fathers rejoiced that God was each year
blessing their first attempts and began to
think of means of providing bread for their
colony. At the end of June 1863, they had
the satisfaction of being able to build a
mill on a little water course about a mile
from their residence. :

This mill held on well for many years,
rendering valuable service in spite of the
damages it received, which, however, were
repaired every year. Meanwhile, Father
Tissot was sent to St. Albert to replace Fr.
Lacombe, who was now.destined a special
manner for the evangelization of the Half-
breeds and the Blackfoot Indians.

Father Maisonneuve, now worn out with
toil and fatigue, and threatened moreover
with complete deafness, received an order
of obedience to repair to Red River, whither
Bishop Taché had recalled the good Father
to have him near himself, there to secure
for him the rest he so greatly needed.

Father Vegreville was in charge of the
mission, when Right Rev. Bishop Faraud,
Vicar Apostolic of Athabasca-McKenzie,
came to take up his residence there. This
post could be easily made a point of distri-
bution for all the goods and supplies of the
northern missions. There boats could be
built and laden with their cargoes and the
La Biche river, being the outlet of the lake
of the same name into the Athabasca river,
it was an easy matter for the boats to go
down stream to the said river.

By an agreement concluded in 1877, by
Archbishop Taché, delegated for this pur-
pose by the Very Rev. Superior General of

the Oblates, it was decided that the
Mission of Lake La Biche, while remaining
part of the Diocese of St. Albert, would be
temporarily considered as a dependency of
the religious vicariate of Athabasca-
McKenzie, and administered by Right Rev.
Bishop Faraud.

This state of affairs was to be maintained
for twelve years more until 1889, when a
new road, through Edmonton, was
opened, giving communication with the
same river Athabasca, at Athabasca
Landing.

During all this period the Mission at Lake
La Biche, being an episcopal residence,
took on great importance and became
prominent over all other missions after St.
Albert. Large warehouses were constructed
in which to store and keep the supplies of
all the northern missions. There, early in
the spring of each year, boats were built in
order to be ready to be launched at high
water time in the rainy season. And when
the goods were arriving from Red River or
when they were transferred to the boats
and the little fleet was getting ready for the
trip, there was, around the mission’s build-
ings, and along the shore of the lake, a
busy and picturesque scene of noisy and
bustling activity.

Bishop Henry Faraud, O.M.1., Bishop of
Ananour [Anemour], Vicar Apostolic of
Athabasca-McKenzie, arrived at Lake La
Biche on the 27th of July, 1875.7*

*Bishop Legal was here referring not to the
initial armival of Bishop Faraud at Lac La
Biche, but to his return from a trip he made to
Europe in 1872.
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Bishop Faraud's Trip to Lac La Biche

“On Jan. 3, 1870, about two o’clock in
the afternoon, with a temperature of
minus 43-45 centigrade, our dogs ele-
gantly harnessed, bearing red, blue and
green colours agitated their small bells, 1
bid farewell to our dear mission of
Providence and started for Lac La Biche,
a distance of about 800 kilometers,
accompanied by the good Brothers Alexis
Reynard and L.P. Boisramé. In conformi-
ty with the custom we asked hospitality
from the forest.

On Feb. 12, at twelve noon precisely, we
were starting the fire at the confluence of
the small [La Biche] river. At six o’clock
we made a final halt at the end of the
lake [Lac La Biche]. Two and a half hours
should have been enough to reach the
Mission, but instead of following a
straight line, our group would hit shore
every time they would see the top of a
spruce tree, thinking it was the cross of
the Mission. Consequently it was only the
following day at two o’clock in the morn-
ing that we woke up the good Fathers
and Sisters of the Mission. Thank God!
We are here!

Upon my arrival at Lac La Biche, I
found the luggage for the missions all
stored in an old shed. Many parcels were
deteriorated; mice had attacked the food
and made their nests in the bundles.
Something had to be done immediately
about this situation. As the snow was too
deep to allow us to start on the road con-
struction, I sent my men to cut down big
trees, and had them put up a large two-
story hangar. I was acting as architect
and foreman. After three weeks, our con-
struction was standing proudly on its
posts; it could brave the storm. Our “Lac
La Bichers” were marvelling and
expressed admiration.

On April 8, the guides and the men
armed with sharp hatchets, the carts
loaded with good provisions, started to
move at the given signal, and soon began

to work on the road expected to connect
the missions of the north to the rest of
the world. Brother Alexis Reynard was in
charge. On June 12, he wrote back say-
ing: “... if only I had two or three more
men!” On the 14 I left hurriedly with
three men, but daily torrential rains
delayed our march. It was only after
seven days that we reached their camp.
That same evening we held council: more
than two thirds of the work remained to
be done, and that last portion would
always remain impassable for carts.
There was no hesitation, we had to
retreat and try to find another way to get
the absolutely necessary provisions of the
missions to their destination, no matter
how costly or dangerous it could be.

Upon our return here, an old barge
poorly built and half rotten was given to
me by the agent of the honourable
Company [HBC]. I had to entrust it to a
guide, for lack of others, who was not
inspiring much confidence, not so much
because of his lack of ability, but
because of his faint-heartedness.
Nevertheless, in the first days of August
the barge was leaving our shores. ...Then
we hurried to build two flat boats. They
could contain all the luggage. They left
this time under the guard of a good guide
and a good helmsman. I had less to fear,
and indeed this trip was successful!

For eighteen years now, under the eye
of God, this expedition has been repeat-
ed, and where we were supposed to fail
at the first attempt, no harm has ever
come to us.”

-Bishop Henrl Faraud, Forty Years with
the Indians of Athabaska-Mackenzie,
1889
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Albertas First Water-Powered

Savwmill

“The dam at lac des Oeufs is working marvelously ... We have finally made
a large wheel for our mill and have succeeded far beyond our hopes; it
turns with a frightening speed and nothing stops it. The six inch planks or
the eight inch ones do not slow it down much. The belts slip everywhere,
-but it keeps on turning. The wheel is fifteen feet in diameter, at that
height it was pretty low in the water; when it turned it was two to three
Jeet in the water and that is why it kept a slower speed not going any
Jaster or slower. When I saw that I began widening the mill stream ... there
is [now] a real rapid under the wheel. It was then that your brother Alexis
sweated for he was sawing even by moonlight as it was late and even the

Jathers were still milling flour.”

-Brother Alexis Reynard, 1873

Alberta’s first water-powered sawmill
appears to have been built near Notre
Dame des Victoires in 1871.

There were two factors that prompted
the construction of a sawmill. The first
was the growing demand for lumber to
construct more buildings at the mission
and to build boats to supply the northern
missions. The second was the existence of
a water-powered flour mill. Father Albert
Lacombe had lugged a grist mill from St.
Boniface, Manitoba in 1862. The Oblates
then laboriously built up a beaver dam
and dug, by hand, a 200 metre canal. The
pond behind the dam became known as
“Lac du Moulin” or Mill Lake.

Although more improvements were
needed to provide the water power neces-
sary to drive a sawmill, the Oblates proved
equal to the task and on October 5, 1871
the sawmill began operating. Much of the
work had been directed by Bishop Faraud.

Observers were impressed. Father
Hippolyte Leduc, for example, was amazed
at the speed of the mill. “At this time,” he
wrote, “Monseigneur Faraud has provided
an eminent service to the Mission by adapt-
ing the power drive of our little flour mill to
a second drive for a circular saw designed
to supply boards and timbers needed at our

establishment. This capability is of greatest
value to us; one can appreciate the great
cost which had accrued to us through the
need to saw by hand the eight to ten thou-
sand boards or timbers needed to build the
cathedral in Saint Albert. I was proud then
when two men could deliver 25 planks per
working day. Today, thanks to the energy
and mechanical knowledge of Monseigneur
Faraud, I can get up to 150 planks in eight
hours of work.”

The sawmill boasted a 30-inch diameter
circular saw capable of handling logs up to
a foot in diameter, or two feet if the log
was turned. To supply the extra power, a
15 foot diameter water wheel was con-
structed. Water pressure was always a
problem and the Oblate brothers were
constantly digging out the channel to
improve the flow. During times of heavy
rain, the sustained force of the stream
provided enough force and they sawed
steadily. Brother Alexis Reynard wrote of
sawing lumber by moonlight when the
going was good.

The sawmill operated until the late
1890s. In the winter of 1898 it was dis-
mantled and hauled to St. Paul de Métis.
No evidence of it remains except for the
200 metre canal the Oblates dug by hand.

122

Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Mission Era



“Sir Winston Churchill A&

Provincial Park

~~ Mission Sawmill 1871 - 1898

1850

G\
(TR
A=l

S

Courtesy of Peter J. Murphy

Map showing the location of Albert’s first water-powered sawmill. It operated from
1871 to 1898, when it was dismantled and moved to St. Paul. Unfortunately, no pic-
tures of the sawmill appear to have survived.
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over to Bishop Faraud in 1869. In 1873,
for example, Grandin sourly wrote that
“When leaving St. Albert, I went to spend
five days with Bishop Faraud, Frs.
Vegreville and Remas at Notre-Dame-des-
Victoires. This is the mission I gave up to
Bishop Faraud to help him better get the
supplies to his Vicariate.” He might have
added: “And [ want it back.” For, by then
Notre Dame des Victoires had become a
prize plum in the Oblate empire.

After a considerable amount of howling

on the part of Grandin, a new accord was
drawn up and signed in 1874. The agree-
ment essentially divided the Lac La Biche
mission between Grandin and Faraud.
Grandin got religious jurisdiction and 4
Faraud maintained control over the supply
and transportation network. The material
of the mission was common to both
Bishops and any surplus farm produce
was to be shared equally between the dio-
cese of St. Albert and the vicariate of
Athabasca-Mackenzie.

[nfirma mundi elegit Deus

Born in Saint-Pierre-la-Cour, France in
1829 as Justin-Vital, Vital Grandin was
the son of hotel-keepers and farmers. He
entered the Petit Séminaire de Précigné in
1846 with the intention of becoming a
parish priest. In 1850 he decided to
become a missionary instead, but owing to
his pronounced lisp and health problems,
he was turned down for the Séminaire des
Missions Etrangéres and a career in the
Far East. He eventually approached the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate and was
accepted. He took his religious vows in
1853, was ordained in 1854, and sent to
Canada the same year, apparently the only
person to volunteer for Canada.

Grandin served at Fort Chipewyan and
lle a la Crosse before returning to Europe
to be consecrated by Bishop Mazenod in
1859. He chose as his motto, Infirma
mundi elegit Deus - “God hath chosen the
weak things of the world” or "God chose
what is weak in this world” - from 1
Corinthians 1:27-28.

Often described as “timid and hesitant,”
in 1861 Grandin turned down Bishop
Taché’s offer to become bishop of the new
vicariate in the Mackenzie River basin and
suggested that Henri Faraud was better
qualified. Faraud subsequently became
vicar apostolic of Athabasca-Mackenzie in
1862. Grandin became the vicar apostolic
of Saskatchewan in 1868 and then Bishop
of the diocese of St. Albert in 1871.

Shortly after taking charge of the diocese
of St. Albert, Grandin came to the conclu-
sion that attempts to “civilize” adult
Natives were failing and he began to advo-
cate educating and evangelizing the young.
To that end he fought for the establish-
ment of industrial schools in Alberta. He
also supported the establishment of a
Native clergy and in 1890 took pleasure in
ordaining Edouard Cunningham, the first
Métis priest in the Northwest.

Grandin maintained a strong sympathy
for Native peoples in Western Canada.
Although he more or less condemned the
Riel Rebellion of 1885, he believed that the
Métis had been provoked to rebel by
English-speaking people who were stealing
their land.

Plagued by bad health, Grandin tried to
resign in the 1890s, but Rome refused to
accept his resignation and appointed
Emile-Joseph Legal as coadjutor bishop of
St. Albert in 1897. Bishop Grandin contin-
ued to be Bishop of St. Albert until his
death in 1902. In 1929, canonical investi-
gations were started for sainthood. An
important landmark in that process came
in 1966, when he was declared venerable.
The process for sainthood still continues.

Bishop Grandin was sometimes accused
of lacking the determination to protect his
own interests, even by the superior general
of the Oblates. That may have been one of
the contributing factors in his long dispute
with Bishop Faraud over the mission at
Lac La Biche.
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Lac La Biche in 1874

“This Lac La Biche is assuredly the most beautiful I have seen yet.”
-Rev. Fr. Fourmond, 1874

“No doubt you will be surprised to receive
a letter from me from this new post. What
can I say, I have been tossed here by the
holy obedience, and it’s enough to feel sat-
isfied. ...

Rev. Fr. Leduc, appointed Superior, hav-
ing unfortunately a delicate health, as well
as Rev. Fr. Vegreville and Rev. Fr. Rémas
of this same Mission, worn out by the
hardships of a long apostolate, has
requested me from His Majesty to assist
them as a kind of manager. Given the fact
of my rather good health, I was forced to
pack my belongings to come and winter
here, about two hundred leagues [about
1000 km] further north than last year.
Everything is different here: the country
and the people. The country: it is not the
vast imposing plains, the gigantic moun-
tains with their thousand picturesque
forms of the yet untouched Notre-Dame-
De-La-Paix-Mission.* At Notre-Dame-Des-
Victoires it is only bush, marshes and
lakes. As for lakes, we have Beaver Lake,
Mhale [Buck] Lake, and the large and
beautiful Lac-La-Biche! I still don’t know
the first two which are about a days walk
from here, but there are many Métis fami-
lies already established in these different
places. I think that very soon I will have to
go and evangelize them.

As for Lac La Biche, you must already
know it since a long time. Notre-Dame-
des-Victoires is one of the oldest missions
of the district of St. Albert, it is also one of
the most complete. We already have an
excellent establishment for the Sisters,
with an orphanage and a good farm.
Unfortunately, the Fathers’ House is not
large enough to lodge the Fathers and
Brothers, so we are somewhat piled one on
top of the other. But thanks to the care of

*Near present day Calgary.

our hard working predecessors, a larger
two story house, a marvel in this part of
the country, is already up and opened. We
most likely will be able to move in this
summer.

The Sisters’ chapel which serves as
parish church is also very inadequate. But
how lucky we are to have here as superior
the great architect and contractor of the
beautiful St. Albert Cathedral. He is
already planning to put the axe to the
wood to erect here a church in conformity
with the importance of the Mission. That is
made easier because the construction tim-
ber is close by and the genius of Bishop
Faraud has endowed us with a hydraulic
[water-powered] sawmill along with our
flourmill.

This Lac La Biche is assuredly the most
beautiful I have seen yet. It is at least half
larger than Lac Saint-Anne. Its banks
higher, form all around it like a vast belt of
bays, peninsulas, hills and valleys, giving
it at first glance a much more picturesque
aspect. A few large islands scattered here
and there, a few small houses of primitive
simplicity, surrounded by a small patch of
land, built on the hillsides, complete this
charming landscape which surprises the
traveller through bush and marshes,
rivers, and creeks. The Mission especially,
with its many establishments, and its
small river that winds its way close by
through a marsh of high reeds to end up
in the lake just at its feet, sits majestically
on the incline of a rich knoll, strikes you
immediately as the queen of this beautiful
lake!

It is true that these beauties of nature
are somewhat hidden at this time by a
thick coat of snow that the biting north
wind has spread all around, so that if you
wish to make only a short promenade, you
have to be ready to walk in snow knee
deep, or have recourse to the bright inven-
tion of snowshoes, or dog-sleighs, a very

Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Mission Era

127



cheap system that replaces, in this coun-
try, the less economical and especially the
less apostolic one of your railways and
state-coaches. If the system of civilization
is incomparably more marvelous and
faster, that of primitiveness has its advan-
tages and pleasures also. Thus these
stately snowshoes, while allowing you to
walk, can using your hands if you so wish,
help you over snow banks, where without
them you would be buried alive, give you a
certain air of dignity that could be envied
by many persons of the smart upper class
of your civilized world! Then this light
sleigh made of parchment, pulled by three
or four racers of the canine race, in this
time and country, could challenge your
best harnessed teams. With it, you travel
long distances without concern for rivers,
lakes or snow banks. It’'s not all, how
many times these faithful companions of
the road, after having pulled a long day
without eating, content with the fish you
throw them at night camp, come to warm
you up by lying obediently at your feet, a
service not to be spurned, on a cold clear
night under the moon and stars in minus
forty degrees temperature. ... Then how to
describe the funny tricks they play on you
to amuse you along the way; now and then
while running with their tail in trumpet,
they turn anxiously toward you, to reas-
sure themselves that you are following and
you are still around them. Sometimes they
forget and violate the code by launching
toward you to caress you, then the driver,
who is usually not appreciative of the
process, calls them back to duty with the
whip, thus making you witness peculiar
scenes: the poor animals, suddenly con-
fused in their most legitimate feelings, roll
in resentment, howl under the blows, and
sometimes to take revenge against their
inflexible guide, free themselves from their
harness by clever maneuvering, luckily not
all know the trick, run away and laugh at
the man with the whip. He is then forced
to resort to more polite proceedures and
negotiate with the cunning fugitive to
bring him back to the post.

A few words now on the inhabitants of
the country. While at Notre-Dame-de-la-

Paix, we are in the very centre of ferocity,
especially today, as they tell us that peace
is once again broken between the Cree and
Blackfoot. Here, as in St. Albert, we have
Christians, who though not perfect, never-
theless give us consolations. They are
almost entirely Métis, French-Canadians,
some full blood Canadians, quite peaceful,
living mostly from hunting and fishing. As
for farming, they have at the most a little
patch cultivated around the house. Each
year they put in a little barley or wheat
and potatoes. Having always as much
excellent fish as they want, they do not see
the need for heavy farming that would cost
them a lot of sweat because, generally
speaking, to earn your bread at the sweat
of your brow is something unknown.
Nevertheless, when travelling, they can
work like a horse, not to say like a dog;
but it seems to be in their nature to run
an entire day instead of working the soil.
This passion to move, hunt and travel
makes it difficult for us to gather them
around our Missions, and we are forced to
run after them to evangelize them and give
them the sacraments, making our ministry
that much more difficult.

Because of this, a certain number of
these houses built by the first settlers in
these undeveloped places are today aban-
doned, their inhabitants having taken
domicile elsewhere as prompted by their
fancy.

The same in St. Albert, the larger num-
ber of settlers have moved to the open
prairie for the buffalo hunt. They spend
the winter at Buffalo Lake, where they
have built about sixty houses. Fr. Doucet
is with them. Besides this, about one hun-
dred Métis families from St. Boniface have
come to camp in the same prairie at
Cypress-Hills. It is from there that Fr.
Letang has come to replace Fr. Leduc at
St. Albert.

Your humble servant,
V. Fourmond.”
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Bishop Faraud's Account of the

Riel Rebellion

“Panic was general. Enemies would be seen eveg;where. ”
-Bishop Henri Farau

“We were already at April 17th and I did-
n’t have the slightest idea of what was
gathering up. That day, around three
o’clock in the afternoon, Mr. Young, agent
for the Honourable Company and Justice
of the Peace or local Magistrate, came to
visit me accompanied by four persons:
Pakan, cree chief of the White Fish Lake
station; Mr. Stennor,* Presbyterian
Minister of the same locality; Peter
Erasmus, interpreter for the government;
and Alexandre Hamelin, a Métis who has
established a small trading post nearby.
All these gentlemen were terrified and had
their faces crippled with fear. Mr. Young
started to speak and made the following
point: ‘We are being menaced in a very
short time, of the invasion from hordes
from the prairies. Pillage and death are
upon us. Big Bear, chief of Fort Pitt, is in
open revolt against the government and
has sworn to put all the whites to death,
all those residing in the North West. He
has already passed from words to acts.
Being established close to Frog Lake (post
and mission located between Lac La Biche
and Fort Pitt, closer to this one rather
than the other) leading from 700 to 800
wild warriors, he has already put the gar-
rison in full flight, plundered the Fort,
taken the agents as hostages and keeps
them under his surveillance. At Frog Lake
everything has been ransacked in the
same way: the businesses, the teaching-
farmer, the Mission. The persons were

being led in slavery between two rows of
warriors. At one point, the Agent-Farmer
seemed to indicate that he wanted to turn
back, at that very moment he was shot
through the heart. Rev. Fr. Fafard, who
was preceding him, immediately turned
his head to look at the victim, when he
was also shot. All the other prisoners who
were walking in line having been shot, the
young Fr. Marchand, who was at their
head, piously trying to recite his Divine
Office, was mortally shot. He stumbled a
few feet and fell dead at the door of Big
Bear.** (Later information told us that the
two Fathers were thrown, fully clothed and
covered with blood, in the basement of
their ransacked chapel. At the very
moment when the Indians who had
brought the bodies were going out, they
saw, or thought they saw, the large
Crucifix or the painting of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus taking on a menacing fig-
ure and making a sign by the hand that
they would be punished. To free them-
selves from this vision, they set the Chapel
on fire. After the blaze, it was reported
that the bodies of the two martyrs had
been entirely consumed, except for the tib-
ias of two legs that the fire had respected).

Big Bear twice sent an invitation to Chief
Pakan, here present, and with threats of
vengeance, if he refused to come to Lac La
Biche to stir the hate and cupidity of the
Métis and Indians and then to ransack the
Fort, to loot the businesses and the

*This was most lilkely the Methodist Minister Egerton Steinhauer, Henry Bird Steinhauer’s son.

**t is now known, of course, that Big Bear tried to prevent bloodshed. It would appear, however,
that Young mistakerly believed he was behind the Frog Lake Massacre. The “teaching-farmer” to
whom Young refers was actually a government farming instructor. In many respects his death sym-
bolized the Native aversion to the government’s attempts to turn them into good farmers.
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The Treaties

“The Plain and Wood Cree Tribes of Indians, and all other Indians inhabit-
ing the district hereinafter described and defined, do hereby cede, release,
surrender and yield up to the Government of the Dominion of Canada, for
Her Majesty the Queen and Her successors forever, all their rights, titles
and privileges, whatsoever to the lands....”

-Treaty No. 6

“Do you not allow the Indians to make their own conditions, so that they
may benefit as much as possible? Why I say this is that we to-day make
arrangements that are to last as long as the sun shines and the water
runs.”

-Chief Keenooshayo at the Treaty 8 negotiations, 1899

“The Whites think the Indians get too much and Indians think they do not
get enough. Government has to hold the balance and see that the Indian is
protected. In fact the Government is the guardian of the Indians ... We can-
not allow them to starve, and we cannot make them Whitemen.”

-Sir John A. Macdonald to the House of Commons, 1880

After the Canadian government took
possession of Rupert’s Land from the
Hudson’s Bay Company in 1870, it set
about the task of “extinguishing Native
title to the land.” The government’'s prima-
ry aim was to obtain title as quickly and
as cheaply as possible in order to pave the
way for settlement and the development of
telegraph and transportation networks.
Never far from the minds of Canadian offi-

cials was the example of the United States,

where the government was spending
upwards of $20 million a year fighting
Native people. That was greater than the
entire budget of the Canadian government.
Federal officials in Canada chose the safer,
established, and peaceful route of negoti-
ating treaties. Between 1871 and 1920 the

government negotiated eleven treaties - the

so-called numbered treaties - with the
Native peoples of Western Canada, except-
ing portions of present day British
Columbia. Treaties 1-7 were completed
between 1871 and 1877 and Treaties 8-11
were concluded between 1899 and 1920.
Of the eleven treaties, two apply to the Lac
La Biche area: Treaties 6 and 8.

Treaty 6 covered one of the largest areas

of the first seven numbered treaties,
including most of modern day south-cen-
tral Alberta and Saskatchewan (a total of
121,000 square miles, or about 200,000
sq. km, in the official documents).

Negotiations for the surrender of this
territory began in 1876 and subsequent
“adhesions” (those who signed the treaty
later) continued until 1956. The Indian
Commissioners were the Hon. Alexander
Morris, Lieutenant-Governor of the North-
West Territories; the Hon. James McKay,
Manitoba’s Minister of Agriculture; and
Chief Factor W.J. Christie of the Hudson’s
Bay Company. At different times the com-
mission also included James F. Macleod,
Inspector James F. Walker and others of
the North West Mounted Police, Bishop
Grandin, Father Constantine Scollen, the
Rev. John McDougall, Dr. Alfred Jakes,
Secretary of the Commission, Mary McKay,
and Peter Erasmus, who served as chief
interpreter. In the first round of signing,
eighty-five Chiefs and councillors signed
the treaty with an “x” nineteen of whom
had French or English names.

Under Treaty 6, the Native people did
“cede, release, surrender and yield up to
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the Government of Canada, for Her
Majesty the Queen and Her successors
forever, all their rights, titles and privi-
leges, whatsoever.” They also gave up their
rights to all other lands in the Northwest
Territories and Promises - meaning they
could not move to another part of Canada
to claim land.

In return for this, the government
undertook to put aside land for farming
and other purposes. The land formula was
one square mile for each family of five,
with smaller or larger pieces of land
depending on the size of the family. All
land so given was to be administered by
the Federal government. In addition,
Native people would receive a signing
bonus of $12; farm animals and equip-
ment; and flags, medals and wagons or
cars for the Chiefs. Each person would
receive an annuity of 85 per person, with
Chiefs collecting $25 and Headmen $15.
The government also agreed to supply
81500 per year for ammunition and twine
for nets; “triennial” clothing (clothing every
three years); and $1000 per year for provi-
sions for the first three years - to be dis-
tributed at the discretion of the Indian
Agent.

The Native negotiators were a shrewd

ROBINSON- 5
SUPERIOR 1850

Source: Indian and Northern Aftars Canada, 1977

lot. They managed to wring from the gov-
ernment a concession no other group had
yet to receive: a “medicine chest.” Under
this provision of the treaty the government
agreed to provide a medicine chest to be
kept in the home of each Indian Agent.
They also secured from the government a
commitment to provide assistance in the
event of a famine. In addition, the govern-
ment agreed to maintain schools “whenev-
er the Indians of the reserve shall desire
it.”

Debates over what the Native people lost
or gained through Treaty 6, or any of the
first seven treaties, will continue for years.
But one thing is clear. At the time, the
government was passing out considerable
amounts of money - even if the individual
payments seem small - and the cost of the
treaties was causing considerable alarm
among politicians in Ottawa. By 1885
Indian Department expenses had climbed
to nearly 15% of total federal expenditures
under supply bills, and this during a time
of depression. The growing financial bur-
den prompted heated debates in the House
of Commons, especially over the “relief
clause” in Treaty 6, which, by the early
1880s, was costing roughly $500,000 dol-
lars per year. Put into perspective, that

INDIAN TREATIES BEFORE

© ARTHUR RAY, 1968

DANIEL CARTOGRAPHY

Map showing the
boundaries of the
eleven “Numbered
Treaties” the
Canadian
Government signed
with the Native peo-
ple of Western
Canada between
1871 and 1930.
Treaties 6 and 8
cover the Lac La
Biche Region.

300 800 km

Arthur J. Ray, The Canadian Fur Trade in the Industrial Age, Toronto, 1990, p.31
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and take our missionaries, and a squad of
voyageurs from Lesser Slave Lake were
expected to come and tow the three gov-
ernment barges. We were supposed to
leave at the same time and travel together,
but to my great regret, we had to be sepa-
rated, and on June third, I embarked with
Rev. Fr. Lacombe and the members of the
commission, leaving my companions at the
landing. But before going any further, I
wish to make known to you the personali-
ties entrusted to negotiate the treaty with
our Indians and Métis, and forming two
distinct commissions. The first was made
up of Mr. David Laird, first Lieutenant-
Governor of the Northwest, presently
Superintendent of Indian Affairs; then Mr.
Ross, Minister of Public Works for the
Northwest; Mr. Mackenna, Secretary to the
Minister of the Interior in Ottawa; finally
Rev. Fr. Lacombe, which I need not
describe to you. He is exactly as you have
known him, except that old age with its
ensuing infirmities are starting to weigh
heavily on him, and he cannot as formerly
defy the severity of the air and seasons.
Two secretaries, one treasurer, one doctor
are part of the first commission, along
with many men of service, cooks, etc.

The second commission entrusted with
giving the “scrips” to the Métis is com-
posed of Major Walsh and Mr. Coté, a
French-Canadian and two secretaries. A
group from the Mounted Police, twelve
men under the command of an officer,
form an escort of honour. Mr. Round from
the Hudson’s Bay Company is the organiz-
er for the transportation of this numerous
caravan, of its provisions and luggage. He
has already found a few men to work on
the boats, but as I have said above, it is
from Lesser Slave Lake that the major part
of the crew must come from.

June 8 was given as meeting date to the
Indians of Lesser Slave Lake. This month
is started and we should have already left.
Finally, June 3. The Governor wants to
leave, but we have too few men to tow the
line. We load the boats to full capacity. We
try to find some kind of comfortable place
among all the luggage. The trumpet gives
the signal for departure, and the too few

oars manage with great difficulty to push
the boats from shore. The water is high
and the current is swift. We have travelled
about only four miles when we stop and
set up camp.

Sunday morning, the war-like trumpet
call 'sounds the wake-up call. Fr. Lacombe
has seen a barge coming to shore. Mr.
Round is there immediately. ‘Who are you?
Where do you come from?’ he asks. ‘We
are miners coming back from the Peace
River country where we have lost many of
our companions dead from scurvy.’

June 8, date set for the meeting at
Lesser Slave Lake and we are still on the
Athabasca River. .

June 13, Fr. Lacombe and myself are
alone in our tent. It is evening. Suddenly
there is a knock at the door of the tent. It
was the whole personnel of the commis-
sion, led by the Governor himself, coming
to pay homage to Fr. Lacombe on the day
of his gold jubilee to the priesthood. The
tent was too small, so we went outside to
greet these stately visitors. Mr. MacKenna,
Mr. Prudhomme, Mr. Coté each read well
composed, and appropriate compliments,
all of which were written on birch bark!

June 19, in the afternoon we disembark
at Lesser Slave Lake. The people were
waiting for us since June 8, and there
were no signs of the hostile feelings that
had been anticipated.

June 20, the first general meeting of the
government commission and the Indians
of the country. A huge tent has been set
up in a large open area. The company has
regained its martial style and put on its
parade costumes. At the sound of the
trumpet it comes to the edge of the tent
and presents the arms to the government
commissioners, who then take their
places. I stand by Fr. Lacombe and Fr.
Falher. On the opposite side, three protes-
tant ministers of the Anglican Church are
also present. The Indians arrive. The
prairie grass serves to sit on. The Métis
and white population surrounds them. The
Governor stands, states his title and his
commiission, then produces his letters
patent bearing the Royal Seal as authentic
proof of his authority to conclude the
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remains unknown. From 1882 to 1888 the
band was often known as the Kakwanum
or Kahquanum band.

As punishment for taking part in the
Riel Rebellion, the Beaver Lake band was
stripped of its treaty rights. The band’s
horses were taken away and annuity pay-
ments were stopped for five years. The
treaty rights were eventually returned and,
for a time, the band received farming stock
and implements to which it was not enti-
tled because band members had not set-
tled into farming.

The lack of farming at Beaver Lake was
a source of concern for the Department of
Indian Affairs and several attempts were
made to have the Beaver Lake band move
to Saddle Lake. The government wanted
both to save money on administration and
to “give the Beaver Lake Indians an exam-
ple in the Indians who were already there
[at Saddle Lake| and doing well for them-
selves.” The government backed down. In
a letter dated January 10, 1893, the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs wrote to
the Minister of the Interior that the policy

was to let the Beaver Lake band “...
remain hunting Indians as long as suffi-
cient game can be found to support them.”
As the hunting slowly died out, the
Commissioner continued, “... they [would]
begin to come in by twos and threes until
eventually the desired end is accom-
plished.”

The “desired end,” of course, was to
have the Beaver Lake band become farm-
ers. It never happened quite the way the
government had hoped. With the help of
Bishop Legal, Bishop of St. Albert, the
Beaver Lake band began pushing for a
reserve. The official request was made in
1906, by which time the band numbered
105. A reserve was subsequently estab-
lished and confirmed on May 31, 1911 as
Beaver Lake Indian Reserve No. 131 under
Order-in-Council P.C. 1262. The band was
given 13,852.4 acres of land, increased to
15,359.8 acres in 1930 and later revised
to 15,232.9 acres in 1952.

Treaty 6 or lreaty 87

“In connection with the controversial matter of Heart Lake, I am forward-
ing documents for your perusal ascertaining that the Heart Lake Band of
Indians belong in Treaty 6. ... The 1.A.A. [Indian Association of Alberta] has
established this fact based on thorough archival research.”
~-Joe Dion, President 1.A.A. to
Jack Tully, Indian and Northern Affairs, October 1, 1979

Although today the Heart Lake Indian
reserve lies in the region covered by Treaty
8, nobody has ever explained how a
Chipewyan-Métis band came to collect
treaty money since 1877 on a site bearing
a Cree name.

The Heart Lake band appears to have
originated from the union of a French
Canadian employee of the Hudson’s Bay
Company named Desson or Descard and a
Northern Chipeweyan woman. At some
point they moved to Heart Lake, located

about 125 km north-east of Lac La Biche.
The name, “Heart Lake,” was likely a mis-
reading of “Miteo Sagahegan,” meaning
Conjurer Lake or Lake of the One Who
Makes Bad Medicine (apparently there was
some confusion of the word “miteh” with
“heart”).

In early September 1876, Chipewyan
Chief Kin-oo-say-oo and his headman,
Antoine Xavier, signed Treaty 6 at Fort
Pitt. Subsequent adhesions to the treaty
were made at Fort Pitt on August 9, 1877
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and at Edmonton on August 21, 1877. On
August 13, 1877 M.G. Dickieson, acting
Commissioner for these adhesions, report-
ed that he paid 36 “Heart Lake Indians”
for the first timme at Victoria (Pakan).
Dickieson wrote: “There are a small num-
ber of Indians residing at Hearts' Lake who
are farming a little. I paid them and told
them I would report their situation to the
Government, and though they did not
number enough to form a band they might
be allowed a headman.” Each member of
Heart Lake received $17 - $12 for 1876
and $5 for 1877.

The government Paylist for the following
year showed 89 members, now listed as
“Hearts’ Lake Chipeweyans,” paid at Lac
La Biche. The Paylist recorded Antoine as
the Headman.

In the summer of 1881, Antoine wrote to
the Indian Agent complaining that “[Wlhen
we entered the treaty Mr. Dickieson
promised as [us] Chipewyans of Heart
Lake that he would give us 6 cows, 1 bull
and 4 oxen. We have so far received 2 oxen
only.” Shortly after this request, Anderson
received another one from a person named
Michel, “who has never taken treaty, wish-
es now to do so, and join Antoine’s [Heart
Lake] band.” The requests would seem to
indicate that the Heart Lake band had
signed Treaty 6 and that was the official
view. Commenting on the situation, E.T.
Galt, the assistant Indian Commissioner,
wrote that the “Chipewyans are Mackenzie
River Indians and do not belong to Treaty
6 country. In one case however a Band
under Chief Kinoosayoo has been allowed
to take treaty and the man referred to in
Mr. Anderson’s letter, ‘Michel’ wishes to
join this particular band.”

That was how matters remained until
1912, when the Heart Lake band request-
ed a reserve. In August of that year, J.D.
McLean, the Saddle Lake (Treaty 6) Agent,
wrote to his superiors in Ottawa “that in
accordance with the terms of the treaty
made with the Indians it is intended to
survey a reserve for a Chippewayan
[Chipewyan] Band of Indians on the West
shore or [of] Heart Lake.” There was one
problem with McLean’s letter - he forgot to

mention which treaty. The government
then directed J.K. McLean, an experienced
surveyor, to include the Heart Lake survey
in his schedule for 1913. Unfortunately,
McLean died, and J.J. Steele took over.
Steele had no experience with Alberta sur-
veys. As a result, the following note
appears on his plan of the survey for the
Heart Lake Reserve:
“Plan of Heart Lake Indian Reserve No. 167
.. selected under instructions from the
Department of Indian Affairs, and in accor-
dance with the provisions of Treaty 8 ...”

Then, in April 1914, J.D. McLean, the
Treaty 6 Agent, wrote to the Department of
the Interior requesting that the Heart Lake
Reserve be confirmed by Order-in-Council.
It must have been a bad day for the Agent
because in part of his letter he wrote: “The
selection was made by Mr. 1.J. [J.J.]

Steele, D.L.S. under instructions from this
Department, and the Reserve has been
allotted in accordance with the provisions
of Treaty No. 8.”

That the Treaty 6 Agent ought to have
known better goes without saying. But the
mistake was passed all the way up the line
so that the entry for Heart Lake in the
Reserve General Register at the
Department of Indian Affairs reads: “This
land joined Treaty No. 8 June 12, 1899.”
How the Heart Lake Band managed to join
a treaty which was not even negotiated
until June 20, 1899 will forever remain a
mystery. The question of whether the band
was in Treaty 6 or 8 was addressed by
Ottawa in 1967. A Department of Indian
and Northern Affairs memo prepared for
the Centennial declared that “it must be
assumed that this band adhered to Treaty
#6 and not Treaty #8.” This was later con-
firmed by H.J. Ryan of the Land Titles
Section of Indian Affairs and by the Indian
Association of Alberta.
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The Fur Trade in the Mission Era

“Lac La Biche ... [has] ... become the resort of a large body of retired ser-
vants and halfbreed families, who since the free trade movement at Red
River have given much trouble and found ways & means to convey consid-
erable quantities of furs to the Settlement.”

-Sir George Simpson, 1853

Although missionary activities were
more or less the primary force behind the
development of Lac La Biche from 1853 to
the coming of the railroad in 1915, the fur
trade was by no means dead.

In a report to his superiors in London,
England dated June 29, 1853, Hudson'’s
Bay Company Governor Sir George
Simpson expressed some apprehension
over the impact that the Red River Colony
free trade movement was having on HBC
trade in the Athabasca country. Of partic-
ular concern to Simpson was Lac La
Biche, which he had ordered abandoned in
1825. “There has been a Roman Catholic
Mission for several years past established
at Lac La Biche,” he wrote, which has
“become the resort of a large body of
retired servants and halfbreed families,
who since the free trade movement at Red
River have given much trouble and found
ways & means to convey considerable
quantities of furs to the Settlement.”
Simpson was convinced that the people at
Lac La Biche were hoarding and hiding the
best furs to trade with the Red River free
traders.

The next day Simpson sat down and
wrote a letter to Bishop Taché complaining
that Oblate activities were injuring HBC
trade because the missions were providing
a haven for free traders. Lac La Biche, he
informed Taché, was becoming “a rendez-
vous for the petty traders.” The Governor
wanted the Bishop to “ensure your best
endeavours to check the evil which must
have sprung up without your knowledge.

In diplomatic language, Bishop Taché
replied that there was no Roman Catholic
mission at Lac La Biche as yet. When the
mission became established, he would do
all that he could to ease Simpson’s com-

plaint - adding that it probably would not
be much since there was little he could do
to stop the free traders from going where
they wanted, when they wanted. It was a
polite brush-off but a brush-off nonethe-
less.

Sir George Simpson’'s complaint about
Lac La Biche becoming “the resort of a
large body of retired servants and half-
breed families” highlighted the growing
reality of a development fur traders had
long feared: settlement. European style
civilization and settlement were the ene-
mies of the fur trade. As one HBC share-
holder put it, “The policy of the Hudson’s
Bay Company from the beginning was to
keep out every vestige of civilization and
every attempt at colonization.” Simpson
believed that once places like Lac La Biche
developed into settlements, they would not
only become centres of commercial opposi-
tion to the HBC, but would foster a spirit
of insubordination among HBC employees.
That had to be avoided at all cost.

The upshot of all this was the return of
the HBC to Lac La Biche in 1853, the
same year the Oblates arrived to establish
a mission. Simpson’s primary aim was to
head-off the free traders who were cutting
into HBC profits. The HBC never fully suc-
ceeded at that task. But for the next 66
years, from 1853 to 1919, the Hudson’s
Bay Company maintained a post at Lac La
Biche.

From 1853 to 1855 the new HBC post at
Lac La Biche was managed by Peter C.
Pambrun. He was replaced by the leg-
endary Henry J. Moberly, who took charge
from 1856 to 1858. Looking every inch like
a crusty old fur trader, Moberly wrote that
he “had the melancholy satisfaction and
distinction of hunting ... the last wood buf-
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rapids could or could not be run with fully
loaded scows and it was not until some-
time between 1883 and 1885 that he suc-
cessfully guided a fully loaded flat bottom
scow over the Grand Rapids. Nevertheless,
in 1881 Hardisty was ordered to run a
brigade of scows from Athabasca to Fort
McMurray. The crews struggled but made
the journey safely in the spring of 1882
and thereafter the Athabasca-Fort
McMurray river route became the principal
transportation route to the North.

Determined to capitalize on this develop-
ment, Fosseneuve started a business and,
as more people began to move into the
North, he prospered - particularly during
the Klondike gold rush of the late 1890s.
No doubt his legendary reputation of being
the first man to guide a scow over the
Grand Rapids helped. But he also hand-
picked his crews. Each spring, fierce, hard
men would come from Lac La Biche,
Saddle Lake and Whitefish Lake to work
the scows to Waterways (Fort McMurray)
and then walk back. Fosseneuve paid
them $45 for the trip.

By the first decade of the 20th century,
“Captain Shot,” as he was now known,
had become an institution unto himself. It
has often been said that the mere mention
of his name could hush a noisy crowd or
stop a barroom brawl. He was certainly
famous enough to attract the attention of
Emily Murphy, the writer who became the
first woman magistrate in the British
Empire.

She met him in 1912 and published the
account in Seeds of Pine under her pen
name, Janey Canuck:

“Antoine presents me to Captain Shot,
an Indian who has been on this river for
forty-eight years. The captain is seventy-
three*. ... I say that Antoine “presents me”
and I say it advisedly, for the North levels
people, by which is meant the primitive
north where they live with nature. In this
environment, the man who builds boats
and supplies food or fuel, is the superior
of the man or woman who writes, or pro-
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Some writers have claimed that Louison
Fosseneuve “dealt the death blow” to the Methy
Portage when he shot the Grand Rapids on the
Athabasca River in 1867. However, it was not
until the mid-1880s, after the construction of the
161 km Athabasca Landing Trail, that the major
transportation routes to the North shifted and
the Methy Portage was displaced. By the turn of
the century almost all northbound traffic passed
over the Athabasca Landing Trail and then
down the Athabasca River, as the popular
Hudson’s Bay Company advertisement shown
above illustrates. Although eclipsed by the
development of railways, the old trail was used
Jfor the building of the Alaska Highway during
World War II.

*Murphy was mistaken about this. Fosseneuve
was actually 71 years old.
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these northern climes, people do as in
towns that are besieged. They send away
the useless mouths. As the water was low,
our guide told us that our absence would
be welcome at this point. The Bishop set
off before us, to walk through the wood.
We followed as well as we were able, whilst
the boatmen dragged the boat along from
rock to rock. There is no unmixed plea-
sure in this world. It was a pleasure to fol-
low in the Bishop’s foot-steps, but the high
grass was so sodden with rain that, in a
little while, our habits were so heavy and
clinging about us, that we could hardly
move at all. And at the same time a hot
sun was beating down upon our heads.
Going as we could, and stopping now and
then to take breath, we walked that day
about six miles. We were very glad indeed
when invited to take our seats in the boat
once more. We had discovered that
courage is not the same as strength: we
were quite exhausted.

Next day we felt sure that there could be
nothing before us so trying as that march
in the Bishop’s steps. We were chatting
very cheerfully, when there was a sudden
order to stop. The boat could take us no
further. From the point where we were,
down to the Athabaska River (about 60
miiles), there was a succession of little
rocky rapids, where the shallows made it
impossible for a heavily-laden boat to go.
What was to be done? The best thing
probably would have been to make two
journeys on each such occasion. But our
Indian boatmen said they were too tired,
and that when once they went down a
rapid they would not bring the boat back.
Were we then to throw away half of our
stores, or to walk once more? The things
that we had brought so fa cost us
much trouble and expens esolved to
save them, and to be foot-passengers
again. What we had now before us was no
longer mere trudging through wet prairies
for a few hours. We had now to make up
our minds to walk on, for two or three
days, sometimes through dense forest,
sometimes over steep river-banks, sinking
in the mud at every step, having to cross
multitudes of tributary streams, and los-

ing ourselves in thickets which showed no
way out.

The dear Bishop went before us, with
hatchet in hand, clearing such pathway as
could be cleared, cutting down trees, and
throwing temporary bridges over the
ravines. But all his efforts on our behalf
did not prevent us from becoming
absolutely breathless from fatigue. I was
distressed to notice that some of the
Sisters would not be able to hold out for
long. However, we kept moving all the
morning. Counting the windings in and
out, we had done about fifteen miles. We
were no longer in sight of the river, and so
we could not tell whether our boatmen
were ahead of us or were still behind. At
last, through sheer exhaustion, we
stopped to rest. We lighted a great fire,
and in a little while we heard the cries of
our men on the river bank, who, with a
strong pull, all together, were dragging the
boat through the water. Though not very
valiant, we had got before them, after all.

At this place the boatmen halted, took a
good meal and prepared to start again. I
had to ask them to take Sister Ward on
board. They agreed, on condition that she
would pray to the “Great Spirits” for a
favourable journey. Certainly, from the time
of her going on board, the vessel went along
very smoothly, hardly touching ground or
rock anywhere. But for us, who tried to fol-
low through the brushwood, things were
less pleasant. We had not by any means
recovered from the fatigues of the morning.
The boatmen were far ahead of us; we
screamed until they heard us. They stopped
and waited. We had walked about six miles
more. There was nothing for it but to go on
board. But no sooner were we there than
the barge grounded. The boatmen were
obliged to carry the luggage on their shoul-
ders. So it was that in two or three hours
we had advanced only half a mile.
Everybody feeling fatigued, we camped out
for the night somewhat earlier than usual.
What would the morrow bring us?

Sleep is the kind restorer, and the night
sometimes drives all cares away. All that
particular night the rain came down heavi-
ly; the flashes of lightning were frequent,
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The regular army was about 3000 with no
reserves. Canada had no navy and no air-
force at the outbreak of the war.

Initially that did not matter much
because most people thought it would be a
short war. There was a great deal of talk
about going off to “kill the Kaiser” and
returning before Christmas. It was per-
haps for this reason that Prime Minister
Robert Borden promised that the war
effort would be conducted on a voluntary
basis. Or perhaps it was the belief in the
strength and ability of the mighty British
Empire, a belief which sparked a wave of
patriotic duty to Great Britain.

Nowhere was that patriotism better
expressed than in a speech former Prime
Minister Sir Wilfrid Laurier - who had a
reputation for opposing Canadian partici-
pation in war - gave to the House of
Commons. “It will be seen by the world,”
Laurier said, “that Canada, a daughter of
old England, intends to stand by her in
this great conflict. When the call goes out,
our answer goes at once, and it goes in the
classical language of the British answer to
the call to duty: Ready, Aye Ready.”

The call did go out and Canada
answered to a degree that surprised even
the government. The goal was to raise
25,000 men for an expeditionary force, the
Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF). They
were to be trained at a special camp set
up at Valcartier, Quebec. Within a month
33,000 showed up. Of these 30,000 sailed
in early October for England, where they
received further training before being sent
off to France.

The CEF received its baptism of fire at
the 2nd battle of Ypres in April 1915. The
Canadians held the line against a wicked
gas attack by holding to their faces a cloth
soaked in urine. After three days of hard
fighting the Canadians and the British
drove back a much larger German force.
But the cost of the battle had been stag-
gering. Out of a front line force of 10,000
men, 1850 had been killed, 3411 wound-
ed, and 776 taken prisoner.

That was only the beginning. The CEF
went into action at the battle of St. Eloi in
April 1916, at Mont Sorrel in June, and at

the great Somme offensive in the fall of
1916 - all of which cost some 33,000

casualties. Then it was on to the famous

battle of Vimy Ridge in 1917, where the
Canadians captured a German stronghold
in just five days. Although under the com-
mand of British Lt-Gen Sir Julien Byng, it
was the first time the Canadians attacked
together as a unified force. They achieved
a remarkable victory, for themselves as
well as for the nation. Said one veteran:
“We went up Vimy Ridge as Albertans and
Nova Scotians. We came down as
Canadians.” Still, the price of victory was
high, 10,602 casualties, of which 3598
were Killed. :

Prime Minister Robert Borden tried to
meet the appalling losses by upping the
size of the CEF. The original target of
25,000 grew to 50,000 by the end of 1914;
to 150,000 by the summer of 1915; and
then to 500,000 in early 1916. By 1917
losses were outstripping enlistments and
Borden decided to impose conscription.

Most Canadian historians have judged
conscription a complete failure. It created
hostility in Quebec and Western Canada
and added little to the forces overseas
(only 124,558 were added to the CEF
through conscription and only 24,000 of
those ever made it to the front).
Nevertheless, Canada made a significant
contribution to the war. More than
600,000 men and women served in the
CEF, another 10,000 in the Canadian
Navy, and some 24,000 in the British air
forces. And it all came from a country with
a population of barely 8 million. The cost
was high. The CEF lost 60,661 dead and
173,000 wounded, many of them perma-
nently.

Although the battleground was thou-
sands of miles away, the war nevertheless
had a significant impact on Lac La Biche.
Some men went off to fight and returned
as heroes. John Wolstenholme, later a res-
ident of Lac La Biche, received the
Distinguished Conduct Medal for “conspic-
uous gallantry” at the battle of St. Eloi,
when he carried messages on two occa-
sions under dangerous circumstances
while facing heavy fire. Others were not so
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Lac La Biche Archives

The news that every parent dreaded to hear. Pt. G.E. Spencer was George Edward Spencer, son of
James Spencer and Lilly Elmore. James Spencer was in charge of the Hudson’s Bay Company post
a Lac La Biche. Ypres - called “Wipers” by most British and Canadian soldiers - was the scene of

the Canadian baptism of fire.

July 7, 1916
Dear Sir
I beg to inform you that Pte G.E.
Spencer No. 432,956 49th
Canadian Battalion who is now
at 1st Northern General Hospital
Newcastle-on-Tyne England, is
suffering from shrapnel wounds
in both legs & he was wounded
at Ypres. He was visited by one
of our authorized visitors the
early part of this week who
reported he would like
Edmonton papers & cigarettes
which our society will see that
he gets.

You will like to know we have
visitors visit our Canadian
wounded regularly at the differ-
ent hospitals

who report to us their progress &
we are then able to send news to
their friends from time to time.
Our society also supplies small
comforts in the way of cigarettes,
newspapers, fruit, stationary etc.
whenever they may be asked for
by our visitors for the patients.

Hoping to send you more detail
in our next report of Private
Spencers condition.

Yours Truly
Beatrice Caverhill
pp LBC
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Vast North Country Is Being
Transformed As By Magic Wand

Fifty Families Leave on'Ono.M For the Peace River District—Many Settiers and Much Good Land

Along the Scenic Route of the Alberta a'nd Grest Wa

Rabied in Bon Accord District Last Year—Rejoict

Limits—Prosperous @ommunity of Two Hundred Homesteaders Near Skeleton. Lake

|

-

LAC LA BICHE TURNS
OUT TO WELOCOME STEEL

The Alverln und Great Waterwuys
rallway has reached Lac la Blche.~On
Thursday afternoo. ut five o'cloelt :tc
the accompaniment of joyous blayis
from the engine with the track-lay.
ing outfit, and the gladsome ashouts
of nearly the whole native population
the ralls were laid to the cdge of the
new town limits, thus placing the old
{iudson’s Bay trading post on the
highway of civilization. The locai re-
sidenty still are celebrating the
{mportant cvent. All kinds of joyful
gatherings are in progress, and on
Monday night there will be what
termed "“A grand danceé”—according
to the streamer which stretches
across the village xlreelt—in order to
*“welcome the stecl.”

“Track-laying is being continued for
25 miles Dbeyond J.ac o Bjehe this
winter. or for a totsl distance of about
140 miles from the Jjunction*with the
K. D. and B. C.—153 mliles, ft1together.
fromn Jédmonton. When it {8 renrem-
hered that the prelindnary suryeys
were 1ot begun until just over a year
ago;, and that during the twelve
months the reconnalsunce work wns
completed, the right-of.way cut, the
grade put in shaps. and the steel lald.
some iden will be xuined of the vast

amounl of work that hus been accult. {

plished.

Edmonton Bulletin, February 6, 1915

60,000 Bushels of Grain
-at - Lao la Biche When Stesl Enters Town

4 ,
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A6 GREAT Wy
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EDMONTON TO THE ARCTIC
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Lac La Biche Archives

“I am in receipt of your favour of the 19th instant with regard to the Athabasca Railway, which has
a Dominion charter for a road from Edmonton to Fort McMurray, on the Athabasca River, and from
thence to Fort Smith, and who would desire a guarantee on their bonds. We have about a good
bushelful of such applications and if we were to guarantee the bonds of all the companies who have
nothing to offer us but a paper charter, the debt of the Dominion would soon run up into the billions.
We have refused systematically to endorse the bonds of any company, except the Grand Trunk
Pacific and the Canadian Northern, who have given us what we consider ample security of good

faith and of their ability to carry on the enterprise.”

-Sir Wilfrid Laurier to A.C. Rutherford, March 26, 1907
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A & GW Station at Lac La Biche
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The Godfather of Lac

“A man of wonderful energy,
enterprise and tenacity of purpose.”
-Montréal Gazette

But for the machinations of a Winnipeg
entrepreneur, the Lac La Biche Settlement
might have remained just that, a scatter-
ing of habitations along the south shore of
the lake from the island which is now Sir
Winston Churchill Provincial Park to
somewhere west of Notre Dame des
Victoires.

The course of development was changed
by John Duncan McArthur, a man who
visited Lac La Biche only a few times and
only after the town had begun to develop
on the site of his choice. Although his con-
nection with the community lasted just
nine years, he was responsible for bringing
Lac La Biche into the 20th Century.

J.D. McArthur was born on a farm near
Bainsville, Glengarry County, Ontario, lit-
tle more than a stone’s throw from the
Quebec border. His first language was
Gaelic and he grew up in a Scots
Presbyterian home governed by the strict
observance of religion and the values of
the community, belief in hard work, loyalty
to family and clan, a deep-rooted
Canadianism - plus faith in the Liberal
party (which virtually owned Glengarry for
generations).

McArthur was a child of Canada’s first
railway age. By the time he could walk he
could hear trains on the main line of the
Grand Trunk Railway of Canada as they
went through Bainsville. As a teenager he
cut fuel for the Grand Trunk’s wood-burn-
ing locomotives. At the age of 24 he left
the farm and country for good and trav-
elled west to Winnipeg, and, if the recollec-
tions of others are accurate, it was with
the avowed intention of becoming a rail-
wayman. This is believable because while
J.D. stood to inherit the family farm, he
had no interest in farming and the land
was eventually taken over by his sister
and her husband.

The brown-haired, blue-eyed young man

La Biche

Provincial Archives of Alberta
Railway builder John Duncan McArthur.

who arrived in Winnipeg in the spring of
1879 was a well-muscled six foot three in
height, mild-mannered and soft-spoken.
He enjoyed a dram of scotch and the occa-
sional cigar. Perhaps he had not yet
acquired his liking for bridge (never played
on Sunday) or the habit of playing solitaire
by the hour while he thought. But this
was essentially the man who was to play a
key role in the history of Lac La Biche.

The surviving record is sketchy, but it
appears that he had been working as a
lumberjack since he was 16. And railway
construction in western Canada during
the 1880s was work made to order for a
strong young man with the make-do expe-
rience of a farm upbringing and the skills
of a woodsman. McArthur found work
immediately.

By 1889 he had 10 years of experience,
he had made some money as a subcon-
tractor and he was ready to step out on
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- his own. He became a full-fledged railway
contractor, and over the next 30 years he
built more miles of railway than any other
contractor in Canadian history. Although
much of this was branch-line construction
he also carried out such major projects as
the 250 miles of the National
Transcontinental from Superior Junction,
Ontario, to Winnipeg and the 300 miles of
the Canadian Northern from Kamsack,
Saskatchewan, to Edmonton.

But J.D. McArthur was first, last and
always a lumberman. No matter that he
may have wanted a railway career, wherev-
er he saw fine timber in the course of his
construction work, he went back and
logged it. He did this at Atikokan,
Ontario, then at Birtle and Lac du Bonnet,
Manitoba. He was to do it again in Alberta.

There is little doubt that his success
was owed partly to his political connec-
tions. Along the way he became a friend
not only of the powerful Sifton brothers
but also of no less a personage than Sir
Wilfrid Laurier.

He may have met Sir Clifford Sifton
before that gentleman became the minister
responsible for railways in the Manitoba
government, in 1889, but contact after
that date was continuous, and Sifton was
a frequent visitor to the McArthur home.
The connection could have done McArthur
no harm while Sifton was Minister of the
Interior in the Laurier government, with
oversight of the granting of timber berths
on Crown land.

While McArthur was busy making
money in lumbering and railway construc-
tion the new province of Alberta had been
overtaken by railway fever and the :
Legislature was approving charters when-
ever asked to do so. Among these was that
of the Alberta & Great Waterways Railway,

which was conceived as a link with barge
transportation on the Mackenzie River sys-
tem - and also as a means of tapping the
resources for the Athabasca bituminous
sands in the Fort McMurray area.

This charter soon fell into the hands of
an American promoter whose conduct
became a scandal leading to the downfall
of Alberta’s first premier, A.C. Rutherford.

Rutherford’s successor was not chosen
by the government caucus in the
Legislature but appointed by Laurier. The
successor was the chief justice of Alberta,
Arthur Sifton.

Sifton inherited a railway mess. The
Waterways project was moribund. The set-
tlers of the Peace River area were scream-
ing for a railway but no developers were
offering to build it. The opposition in the
Legislature was pressing the government
for a railway policy. And suddenly into the
midst of this untoward situation stepped
J.D. McArthur.

He acquired the charter of the
Edmonton, Dunvegan & British Columbia
Railway, which authorized a railway from
Edmonton to Prince George, BC. This
charter had been issued several years ear-
lier by Ottawa but never put to use.

McArthur’s only motive may have been,
as some believe, to gain access to timber.
But it is difficult to avoid the suspicion
that he was persuaded by Arthur Sifton.

This suspicion is reinforced by the fact

" that after McArthur had undertaken to

build a second railway in Alberta, Sifton
answered the continuing demands of the
opposition for a railway policy by declaring
that “McArthur is our railway policy.”

However that might have been, on
September 13, 1913, Sifton read to the
Legislature a letter from McArthur which
said:
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As a lumberman, J.D. McArthur hoped to exploit timber in the Lac La Biche region, especially
the large stands of white spruce. To that end he built the “Egg Lake Spur” south of Lac La
Biche. Logs were hauled by rail from the lumber camps along this line to McArthur’s North
West Lumber Co. sawmill at Dunvegan Yards on the outskirts of Edmonton. By the spring of
1917 McArthur had taken about eight million feet of logs. The logging came to an abrupt halt
when the Great Fire of 1919 swept through the region.

“On behalf of myself and associates I
propose to take on the Alberta & Great
Waterways Railway on terms satisfactory
to the representatives of the bond-holders
and the Royal Bank, and propose to con-
struct same between the original terminals
on a route to be approved by the provin-
cial railway department under the con-
struction contract entered into with the
railway company for this purpose.”

McArthur had not taken this step only as
a favor to Arthur Sifton or anyone else.
Nor was he interested in building the
Waterways line for the sake of whatever
traffic might be generated by exploitation
of the Athabasca sands. In his mind the
only resource worth developing was tim-
ber, and in this instance he reversed his
usual order of proceeding.

By the time McArthur’s letter was made
public he had incorporated North West
Lumber Company Limited and built a
sawmill at Edmonton.

This was done on the strength of what

his timber cruisers had found around
Missawawi (Big Egg) Lake and around Lac
La Biche.

The “route approved by the provincial
railway department” went up the west side
of the lake, more or less where Highway
63 now runs. Yet McArthur blithely
ignored this and followed the approved
route only as far as Skeleton Lake, where
he turned the line east (this is the basis
for the persistent belief by people in the
Plamondon area that “Lac La Biche stole
our railway”).

There is a hint here of connivance, or at
least acquiescence. Given his friendship
with McArthur, Sifton was unlikely to have
been unaware of the timber cruising. He
must have known that the best timber had
been found on Big Egg (Missawawi) Lake
and south of the Lac La Biche Settlement.
So he could hardly have been surprised to
learn that this was where McArthur want-
ed the railway to go.

By 1914, the railway grade had reached
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the timber along the south shore of Big
Egg Lake, where Italian immigrants would
establish the communities of Hylo and
Venice. But for the charter’s requirement
that the line must be built to Waterways,
McArthur might then have turned it
southeasterly to reach the timber of the
Christy Creek area and indeed it will be
shown presently that he had this in mind.
Meanwhile, however, he had received a
very attractive offer from the Hudson’s Bay
Company.

If he were to put a station on that com-
pany’s land he would be given not only the
station site but several other parcels,
including the corner which is now called
McArthur Place.

Announcement of this deal led to an
ingathering from the Lac La Biche
Settlement to the townsite which was laid
out around the station. By 1916 the shape
of today’s Lac La Biche was discernible.

In that year McArthur opened the Lac La
Biche Inn, but this venture was a failure,
partly due to the adverse publicity which
resulted from a multiple drowning. The
attempt to provide fast service between the
hotel and Edmonton by two McKeen gaso-
line-powered rail cars also failed. The
McKeen cars were simply not designed for
the Alberta climate. These were portents.

In 1915, while the people of the
Settlement were migrating to the new
town, McArthur began to build a branch
line southeasterly from Dewar siding, near
Hylo. This was never more than a logging
railway, known locally as the Egg Lake
branch. Steel was laid for about 8 miles,
into the timber south of Christy Creek, but
the grade was completed to St. Lina and
the location survey beyond that point. This
was planned by McArthur as “the
Saskatchewan extension” of his railway
system, and indeed he had a preliminary
survey run as far as Prince Albert. The
extension was to be part of the Central
Canada Railway.

McArthur had incorporated a Manitoba
company with this name in 1905. It was
authorized to build a line northwest from
Winnipeg. He now had a charter covering
the distance from Edmonton to Prince

George. But the ambition died aborning.

The year 1916 turned out to have
marked the pinnacle of McArthur's career.
He owned three Alberta railways and a
number of successful lumbering opera-
tions. He was engaged in railway construc-
tion at several places, including northern
Manitoba, where he was building the
Hudson Bay Railway.

In August of 1917, however, financial dif-
ficulties and wartime shortages of material
compelled him to suspend work on the
Saskatchewan extension. In May of 1919
an enormous forest fire, which all but
destroyed Lac La Biche, also destroyed a
large lumber camp, a train loaded with
logs, and most of the standing timber
which remained on McArthur's berths in
the area. In 1920 he defaulted on interest
payments for the bonds of his railways,
which were guaranteed by the Province of
Alberta, and the province took over the
lines. An arrangement was made which
would have allowed him to buy back the
A&GW but he was never able to do so.

He began immediately a valiant attempt
to recoup. After two years spent salvaging
what he could in the Lac La Biche area he
moved his lumbering operations first to
Mitsue and Widewater, on the Edmonton,
Dunvegan & BC line at the east end of
Lesser Slave Lake, then to Green Court.

But he was 67 and his strength was fail-
ing. Then, on the eve of being rewarded for
his political loyalty by being appointed
lieutenant governor of Manitoba, he died
of leukemia.

Once asked whether he regretted the rail-
way ventures which had cost him a for-
tune estimated at $26.5 million J.D.
McArthur said:“The money was never
mine. It always belonged to the country.”
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Development of Great North
Is of Amazing Proportions

Lumber Industry is of Tremendous Importance—Millions of Feet of
Logs Taken Out During Past Winter—Fishing Industry
Being Developed.

The extent of the lumber industry
of the nonth is scarcely appreciated in
other parts of the country.

On the Grande Frairie branch of the
Dunvegan raiiway at mile 21, the
Burnt Mountain Lumber Co., have
taken out two million feet of logs dur-
Jing the past winter and are operating
a sawmill with a cut of 25,000 a day.

At mile 27 the Argo 'Lumber Co.
have a cut of one and a half million
feet of logs. Their mill has a capacity
of 30,000 feet of lumber a day.

On Slave Lake, near Sawridge, on
the Dunvegan main lne the North-
West Lumber Co. have a cut of nine
million feet of logs. These logs are
hauled to Edmonton and sawn at the
company’s mill near the Dunvegan
vards.

Edmonton Bulletin, April 10, 1917

A newspaper article of the day giving some indi- . F s e T
cation of the impact J.D. McArthur had on the
f B Log-boom on Lac La Biche. The arrival of the

devel L rtheastern Alberta.
CUElorERs oliR railroad led to the development of new indus-
tries in the Lac La Biche area.

How Plamondon Lost The Railway

In 1909 the Alberta Government passed “Chapter 46, An Act to Incorporate the
Alberta and Great Waterways Railway Company.” The Act authorized the construction
of the railway from Edmonton to Fort McMurray, via Lac La Biche. In 1915, when the
construction was reaching Lac La Biche, changes were made in the Act that altered
the route, and thus the future development of the area. Five quick strokes of the pen,
and a cursory side note in the margin of the Act stating “am. 1915: C-2” shifted the
railway to the east side of Lac La Biche, away from Plamondon. It is not known who
wielded the pen, nor under whose authority, but the deal still has the faint aroma of
expensive brandy, fine cigars, and overstuffed armchairs of some long forgotten old
boys club.

Below is a likeness of Section 4 of the Act and the manner in which it was altered:

4. The company may lay out, construct and operate a railway

of a gauge of four (4) feet eight and one half (8 1/2) inches (with

all convenient branches, whether over or under six miles in

length, and sidings}frem Edmonton north-easterly to a point at @ 7975:C.2
or near the west end of Lac La Biche, thence to a point at or near

Fort McMurray, and from a point in the said line at or near the

west end of Lac La Biche to the eastern end thereof.

Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Railroad Era 213



A Ride on “Muskeg Limited”

“A truly remarkable railroad was the A. & G.W., as the rotting box-cars,
which had fallen from the crazy track into the ditch, so amply testified.
Straight ahead it went, up hill, down dale, through the woods and into the
deepest muskegs where, for hours at a time, the rails would be invisible

beneath the watery slime.”

-Philip Godsell

“It was the middle of June when I stood
upon the platform of the little station of
Dunvegan Yards, five miles from the city,
the terminus of the newly completed
Alberta and Great Waterways Railway, en
route to Fort McMurray and the North.

The place was thronged with a pic-
turesque frontier gathering of Indians,
squaws carrying papooses on their backs,
grizzled trappers and traders returning
North after a riotous visit to the “white
lights,” Mounted Policemen in scarlet uni-
forms and polished Sam Brown belts,
black robed priests and nuns, Government
officials and the representatives of the fur
companies. There was also Mr. Conroy, the
aged Inspector for the Department of
Indian Affairs, and Jim Cornwall, “Peace
River Jim” as he was frequently known,
who, in years gone by, had buried his old
friend “Twelve Foot Davis” on top of the
nine hundred foot peak overlooking the
Peace River, and had engraved upon the
headstone the epitaph:

“He was everybody’s friend, and never
was known to lock his cabin door,” a mon-
ument which may still be seen for many
miles around.

It was a noisy crowd, and many of the
prospective passengers, as well as those
bidding them farewell, were obviously feel-
ing the exhilarating effects of their many

parting drinks.

The “Muskeg Limited,” a conglomeration
of dirty red box-cars, flat-cars, and one
very rickety old-fashioned coach with a
caboose tacked on to the rear, at length
backed protestingly into the station. Every
one immediately made a wild dash for the
nearest car, threw on his bell-roll and grub
boxes, clambered aboard and used his
baggage in place of a seat.

The lucky ones got hard plush-covered
berths in the coach but the majority were
forced to make the best of the open flat-
cars. As the engine gave her last wheezy
whistle the nondescript train, with much
bumping and a good deal of noise and
ostentation, commenced her swaying jour-
ney through prairie land and muskeg.

Twice a day there would be a brief stop
for meals, then the passengers would all
pile out onto the track with frying pans
and tea kettles in their hands, build hur-
ried campfires, sling on the kettles, warm
up a tin of pork and beans and snatch a
hasty meal.

After the first fire every one knew every-
body else and the artificial barriers which
civilization imposes were very soon let
down. There were four white ladies
aboard; a missionary’s wife bound for
AKlavic [sic, Aklavik] near the shore of the
Polar Sea, a very practical Scotch woman
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Barboulier!

5300 REWARD 300

Wanted for Murder of R. J. Morrison and
C. Repinski, near Lac La Biche, Alberta,
during November, 1916.

The Government of the Province of Alberta will pay a reward
of THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS for the apprehension of one
JULIEN DESJARLALIS, alias BARBIER, who is wanted in con-
nection with the above case, and who escaped from the Provincial
Gaol at Fort Saskatchewan on July 31st, 1918.

DESCRIPTION

JULIEN DESJARLALIS, alias BARBIER: French Half-breed;
about 30 years of age; height, 6 ft. 1 in.; weight, 180 Ibs.; brown
eyes; dark moustache and beard; black hair; narrow chin; stoops
when walking; small scar on bridge of nose. Speaks French and

Cree only.

Was born in vicinity of Lac la Biche and was last seen north
of that district, and is now supposed to be in the vicinity of
Big Bay, between Lac la Biche and Fort McMurray.

The above-described man is armed.

In case of arrest, notify any detachment of The Alberta Pro-
vincial Police at once.

(Sgd.) J.R. BOYLE,

Attorney-General.

Edmonton,
9th September, 1918.

Lac La Biche Archives

Reward poster for Julien Desjarlais. Note the misspelling of his nickname, Barbouilier.
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take a second man (breed) as interpreter
with me. With a weeks provisions and
Camping outfit we left Lac La Biche On
Aug 13th in a canoe and searched the
numerous islands in the eastern part of
the lake, because their [there] are many
canoes & boats available with which
Barboulier could easily reach one of these
Islands from the main land. Later we
cashed [cached] our canoe, packed light
and made a systematic search, partly by
day and also after dark away down to the
Owl River, but we did not find any track or
sign of the escaped prisoner. On our tramp
we came across a number of homesteads
where I made inquiries, but found that
even among the white settlers the informa-
tion obtained is alltogether useless
because anything
seen or heard in
the bush is,
according to their
excited minds
nobody else but
Barboulier. The
Breeds are even
worse, they all
swear to be loyal
to the Police, but
I am satisfied that Barboulier is assisted
by these people even if it is only done for
fear.

Among others I had a talk to one of the
most respectable settlers in the district an
old country Frenchman named Joe Row
[Ruault]. I spoke to this man about the
reward of $300 being offered for the cap-
ture of Barboulier, but Row would have
nothing to do with it, saying that his wife
and family were worth far more than $300
to him. Row [Ruault] is not so much afraid
of Barboulier himself but rather of the
many friends and relations who would
sooner or later get even. In offering above
reward to breeds as well as white men I
have fully explained to them, that in order
to get the reward they do not need person-
ally capture Barboulier, but only furnish
me with reliable information which will
result in the arrest of this bad man, but
even at these easy terms no tangible infor-
mation has been given.

“Among others I had a talk to one of the most
respectable settlers in the district, and old
country Frenchman named Joe Row [Ruault]. I Pprisoner. Here I
spoke to this man about the reward of $300
being offered for the capture of Barboulier,
but Row would have nothing to do with it,
saying that his wife and family were worth
Jar more than $300 to him.”

On my return to Lac La Biche on Monday
Aug 19th | learnt that Peter Desjarlais and
his family as well as old Mrs Desjarlais
mother of Barboulier had been arrested by
Matheson’s men on suspicion of aiding the
escaped prisoner.

I regret that Peter Desjarlais was arrested
because this man is only half brother of
the desparado and I had an understanding
with him that he would shelter or provide
Barboulier with provisions, only to give me
the tip at the proper time which would
result in the arrest of Barboulier. Peter
Desjarlais has served 3 months in gaol
[jail] for rape on Barbouliers wife, so that
surely the love between the two halfbroth-
ers is not over strong, never the less
Detective Matheson deemed it advisable to
lock Peter up on
the charge of aid-
ing an escaped

wish to mention
that unfortunate-
ly the relations
between
Constable Moses
& Detective
Matheson are
anything but good. I am told that the two
men had a quarrell last winter, much talk
has been going on, however, it was a mis-
take to send Matheson out here to work
together with Moses, especially because
the A.P.P. officials know that the two men
don’t get along well.

Moses has the excuse to stay in Lac La
Biche because their is allways [sic] some
person locked up, consequently he (Moses)
does not do anything to clear up the dif-
ferint [sic] murder cases. - At the same
time Moses gets certain information while
in town, which I know he keeps to himself
instead of telling Matheson all about it in
order to help matters along. Matheson on
the other hand is not in the best of health,
being troubled with indigestion, therefor
has the reputation of not being fit to stand
the many hardships on a prolonged trip
into the Bush. - However their is friction
between the two men, which without a
doubt hinders matters much.
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night in question (and ever since), instead
of letting the girl camp, wherever she
liked, and in this may catch the outlaw in
a well set trap. Barboulier is very anxious
to learn the whereabouts of his wife,
whom he has threatened to kill for given
information to the Police in connection
with the murder of the two trappers. I do
believe that Barboulier wanted to use his
sister Maria Rose to get in touch with his
wife, it was therefor wrong in my opinion
to lock Maria Rose up, because the main
point at present is to catch the outlaw,
Maria Rose and others can be dealt with
later. The same mistake was made some
three weeks ago, when Mrs. Barboulier

charge of this work and I can only make
suggestions.

Meantime Constable Moses has been in
Edmonton and I understand that a change
will be made soon, Inspector Fisher is
expected in town any day.

Respectfully submitted
W Leadbeater”

William Leadbeater participated in the
Barboulier manhunt until September 3, 1918,
when he was recalled to Edmonton.

was taken into town for protection. I point-

ed out than that the outlaws wife should
have been left where he knew he could
find her. Three or four men could have
easily been in hiding in this womans
teepee and she would have had the same
protection as in the barracks, besides the
outlaw would have been caught long ago.
However Dectective Matheson is in
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bank. If you don’t tell nobody in two years
from now I'll give you half of that money
with one horse. If you don’t tell nobody
nobody he knows it. There’s people every-
day passing forwards anyway this winter I
don’t believe we’ll see the spring they’ll be
fighting all over.” And the old man he did-
n’'t say any more. And Joseph he said
‘don’t you say anything at all. Perhaps
during the fall we will be all killed before
there will be any snow. We went over this
way to see if we can find a good place to
stay but there’s no good place.” He didn’t
say any more. The old man he start to talk
again. The old man he says ‘you had bet-
ter go home from here. If you happen to
see somebody don't you tell them any-
thing. We’ll say it was you you Kkilled.
Quite a few of us you can’t beat us.” And
we turn back from there.

... I thought at first for me to come here
to tell the policeman. That's what I told my
wife. And my wife she told me you had
better not go they might take you and
send you in [to the] front anyway if you go
and tell that you'll get beat there is too
many of them. After I stayed two nights at
my place I went and [to] see the old man.
But I didn’t see him he wasn’t home. I see
Minwell .... I asked Minwell who killed
them men. Is it you or your Grandfather
or Gabriel or Joseph. He told me I don’t
know who killed them. We just start to
shoot all together. Might be me or some-
body else. They start to shoot us too but
they didn’t hit us. I asked him how many
times they shoot at them he says twice. So
I left him ....

... So I came home that way from there
and all that fall I was staying at my own
house. All at once Mosses [Constable Fred
Moses] came there and Berland and
Sasseville. He came and search in my
house he was blaming me for stealing. He
found two skins one moose skin one jump-
ing deer skin he didn’t find anything else.

... Two weeks after on Sunday. ... Archie
Gardiner he told me we're coming for you
and we just went in on his democrat [?].
He took me over to my place we went into
the house. After we went into the house
Berland he took a paper out of his coat.

He told me the J.P. he gave me this paper
to search in your house. You're blamed for
stealing and they search. They took one of
my violin[s] and fifty-one rats, one Big
lynx. ...That’s all they brought they could-
n’t find anything else and they brought me
in here in this house. The J.P. by the
name of Thiroux he asked me if I knows
any people over there they were going to
fight. I told him what I know and they
send me away from here to jail. Now they
brought me back here again. Mosses he
told me here he had twelve charge(s]
against me and me I didn’t know what it
was. Only what I know for killing a jump-
ing deer. So they send me back again. And
they brought me here again last summer
and they pass my case here. They didn’t
give me a chance to tell what I know. They
gave me three months. After I made three
weeks Johnson he told me they found
inside my house here a person his bones.
He told me it was your brother told me. He
told me you’ll never get out of here for all
your life. ... So I run away from there the
same day. When I got here I seen pretty
near all my relations to Big Bay. They told
me your wife she is married to policeman
Mosses. They told me they were sure they
seen Mosses f#*king her. ...And my wife
herself she told me ‘if your husband died
I'll marry you.’ I told her what is the rea-
son you never come and see me at Fort
Saskatchewan. Mosses is boss of me. Even
he won'’t allow me to send you a letter.
One time he found a letter in the post
office he tear it to pieces. I was going to
send it on [the] sly. He told me if you seen
your husband if she tells something to
him you’ll be just as bad shape he is. My
wife she told me if you were happen to be
arrested don’t say anything about that.
That was the first time I seen her. When I
was across over there I hear my wife she
was arrested. I couldn’t find out right
away where they been keeping her. ... At
last I hear she was keeping in this house
here ... I came here on the back look
through the window. It was nice moonlight
that night. When I looked through the win-
dow I seen my wife sleeping in the bed
with Mosses and I recognized Mosses with
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my wife. ... When | seen Mosses there |
was afraid of him.

...The next day Decom came for me. ...
When we got to Beamas we had dinner
there. ... When we were talking at Beamas
Mosses came in and Mac. They tie me
right away. They brought me here. Mosses
he search me here. Everything what I had
he took and he took two letters. Next day
they took me to Fort Saskatchewan.

... The four mens my wife she seen she
just put all that on my back. After she

gave her statement here. She told me she
had a man all summer till today that’s
what she said. And she told me if they
should let you go I'll never go back with
you.

... The very first time Mosses he ask me
for them white mens I told him everything
what I know. Mac he was listen and Louie
too. That’s all.”

ACCUSED BLAMES
DOUBLE MURDER
ON HIS RELATIVES

Desjarlais Swears Sisters-in-Law Did
Not Tell the Truth.

Desjarlais’ own version of the killing at
Lac la Biche was the feature of the mur-
der trial Wednesday morning. The prison-
er was in the box for more than two
hours, and declared that his wife’s rela-
tives were responsible for the deaths of
Morrison and Repinski.

... The prisoner appeared weak and sat
down as soon as he reached the box. He
was handed the Bible and given the oath.
As he kissed the book his face flushed
red. He stared curiously at everyone in
the court room, and hesitated over his
answers as though he did not quite
understand the questions Mr. McCaffry
put to him.

He declared that when he married his
present wife the Cardinal family, of which
his wife was a member, objected strenu-
ously. He had always been on bad terms
with them. He had lived all his life near
Lac la Biche.

In the month of November, 1916, the
prisoner said, a very peculiar thing hap-
pened. The Indians were all banded
together to fight. He did not quite under-
stand the purpose but knew there was
some unusual activity. The breeds were

to resist some expected attack by sol-
diers.

Desjarlais admitted that he saw the two
white men who were killed. After they
disappeared several of the half-breeds
went into hiding, and he himself was
advised by his sister-in-law to hide.

While he was going along the railroad
tracks with his family he heard some
shots, and later coming around a bend in
the road saw Joe Desjarlais, Gabriel
Cardinal and a number of his relatives
standing with rifles in their hands.

On the ground near them were two men
lying dead. Near the bodies were three
dogs, harnessed to a sled and facing
north. The bodies were also lying with
their heads towards the pole.

Old Jerome Cardinal, his wife’s grandfa-
ther, came up to the accused and point-
ing to the bodies said that they were sol-
diers. He instructed Julien Desjarlais to
keep his mouth shut and to keep himself
hidden.

They told him that if he said anything
they would throw the blame for the
killing on him.

... From this point on the accused told a
long rambling story from which few
important details could be gleaned. He
told of several white men he had seen
but denied that the two men, Morrison
and Repinski, had ever been at his
house. His two sisters-in-law were liars,
he said.

-Excerpts from Edmonton Journal, May 28,
1919.
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PROVIECE TE L'ALEERTA.
Yunicipelite du Village de Lac Ia Biche.

ABEEYELEE SPECIALD
AVIE DTE COKVOCATICY.
¥r.P.D.Eamwel.
Feeve
¥r.P.Cuellette.
Cerseiller
¥r.0.Lemieux.
Ccngeillers
Avis vous est par la presente donne qu'une asserhlee
speciale du Congeil du Village de Lac la Ziche sera tenue
an lieu ordinaire dees reuricre du Conseil Iurdi le Vingt
rditieme Jour de Mal 1923 at Fuit heures de 1l'apres mifi
£ laquelle eercnt prient en ccnsileraticrn les affaires
suivanted Bavoir -
Adoptior d'un Reglement pourvoyart aux revenus pour
depenses courante du Conseil.
Approbation et recormerdaticr pour erieesicn de
licerses de “esteurent.
PeiemertaBi de compiee.
Avis de Ieglements.
Torre & Loc La Plere ce Viegt deuxieme Jour de Mal 1023,

Secreicire Tresorier.

Lac La Biche Archives

Early village council meetings were conducted
and recorded in French

“THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF
LAC LA BICHE ENACTS AS FOLLOWS
(1) The expression ‘Public Dance’ in the
present By-Law means and includes
dances held anywhere within the limits
of the Village of Lac La Biche whether in
public halls or private dwellings for pri-
vate gain....
(8) That such public dances shall not be
held between the hours of twelve o’clock
‘Midnight’ and twelve o’clock ‘Noon’ on
week days and shall not be held on
Sundays....
(9) That public dances promoted and
organized for charitable purposes or the
general welfare of the community may
not close before the hour of three
o'clock in the morning and will not be
subject to the license fee provided for by
this By-Law.”

-By-Law No. 22,

“...Night shall mean the time between 9
o’clock P.M. and 6 o'clock A.M. of the
following day, between the 15th day of
April and following 1st day of October
both inclusive; and between 9 o’clock
P.M. and 6 o’clock A.M. of the following
day between the 2nd day of October and
the 14th day of April following both
inclusive.
...Any child found committing a breach
of this by-law shall be warned by any
constable or other peace officer to go
home, and if after such warning such
child again commits a breach of this by-
law, he or she may be taken by any
constable or peace officer to its home,
and may be further dealt with under the
provisions of The Juvenile Delinquents
Act, 1929....
...The council shall provide a bell which
shall be rung by the Constable 15 min-
utes before the appointed hour to give
notice to all children that they must
leave for their homes.”

-By Law No. 102

“Moved by Councillor W. Dumas that a
By-Law be prepared and submitted at
the next meeting of the Council amend-
ing By-Law No. 4 providing for sleigh
dogs not to be be allowed on streets
unless in charge of their owner or com-
petent person or securely tied on private
property - also changing the Licence fee
from two to three dollars for dogs and
from five to seven dollars for bitches.”
-March 3, 1930

“That the speed of all Motor vehicles
shall not exceed ten miles per hour
when driving within the limits of the vil-
lage.”

-By-Law No. 48
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ship. He did not even have a change of
clothes.

The trio arrived, as so many immigrants
did, at Montréal. After a short visit with
George Lesahn, a Lebanese friend who
owned a hotel, they left by train for
Winnipeg. By the time they arrived the
realization that the gold rush was over had
sunk in. Young Ali began to sell - it was
called “peddling,” or “Syrian peddling,” in
those days - fans door to door. He bought
the fans for five cents each and sold them
for ten cents each. He managed to sell
between eight and ten dozen fans a day.

While Ali was going door to door people
kept telling him “Young Man, Go West.”
So, after a month and a half in Winnipeg,
he and his companions moved to
Edmonton, where Ali began peddling dry
goods from a suitcase which he strapped
to his back. Business was very good.
Within a short period of time he was able
to buy a horse and buckboard buggy. This
new “transportation system” helped him to
expand his activities. By the end of 1906
he and his uncle were travelling between
Edmonton and Lac La Biche, peddling and
trading with Native people along the way.

Business continued to grow, so much so
that by 1909 Uncle Hussein had saved
$500 and decided to return to Lebanon.
Left on his own, Ali, who was becoming
fluent in Cree, continued operating the
store he and his uncle had opened in Lac
La Biche. Then, the same year, for reasons
which are not entirely clear, he decided to
close the store and move to Saskatchewan
to start homesteading (he had to lie about
his age because a person had to be 19 to
obtain land on their own; he was only 17).
He also made another big decision. He
changed his name to Alexander Hamilton.
It is highly unlikely there was anything
irregular in this since he registered the
change with the government. He later said

it was “for business purposes.”

After three years of homesteading - dur-
ing which he claimed to have broken 30
acres of land a year - he sold his farm for
$1000 and returned to Lac La Biche to
resume trading. His timing was perfect.
Throughout most of 1912 and 1913 there
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Pioneer Merchant
Of Lac la Biche
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Lime and Cement
LUMBER-only 400,000 ft. for sale
Hay and Oats
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No Trapsaction is Complete at Hamilton's
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An advertisement for Alexander Hamilton’s store
which appeared in the St Paul Journal in the
early 1930s.

was an enormous demand for live silver
foxes in Prince Edward Island. Good foxes
were fetching anywhere from $2000 to
$6000 each.

Despite this windfall, Alexander, as he
was now known, later recalled that Lac La
Biche “was a very poor country with no
railroads. There were only cow trails
between Edmonton and Lac La Biche. It
would take us seven and eight days to
make the trip with our groceries and sup-
plies. Most of the people in that area were
trappers, so in the summer they had no
jobs.”

Still, Alexander Hamilton did well, very
well. There was an economic downturn at
the end of 1913 and it got worse with the
outbreak of the Great War in 1914. The
silver fox market collapsed, money was

252

Lac La Biche Chronicles: The Railroad Era






























such as boat building, ice storage, net
mending, and transportation from the fish
plants to the railway station. The local
sawmill was also kept busy making slats
for the many fish boxes required for the
export trade. In early 1917 an Edmonton
Journal reporter observed that one local
business had five teams of horses and fif-
teen men hauling ice for the Lac La Biche
Fish Company.

In 1916 dressed Whitefish was fetching
2 cents per pound, undressed Pickeral,
11/2 cents, and dressed Pike and Suckers
1 cent per pound. Much of the fish caught
in Lac La Biche was destined for the

American market via Chicago and New
York. Whitefish was especially important.
Lac La Biche Whitefish often turned up as
an entree on the menus of posh New York
City restaurants.

Such fame did not go unnoticed by the
Lac La Biche Board of Trade, which, in
addition to realizing the real value of the
commercial fishery, was quick to spot the
potential for promoting increased tourism.
In 1935 the Board of Trade passed a reso-
lution proclaiming Lac La Biche to be “a
veritable sportsmen’s Paradise.” The lake’s
“sloping sandy shores are unequaled any-
where for safe bathing by adults and chil-
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DOMINION OF CANADA
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

Department of Marine and Fisheries

COMMERCIAL AND FISHERMAN'S FISHERY LICENSE
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THIS LICENSE 1S NOT TRANSFERABLE

The present licensa requires strict conformity with the various provisions of the
FISHERY LAWS and to all REGULATIONS emapating from the GOVERNOR
GENERAL IN COUNCIL, and DIRECTIONS BY FISHERY OFFICERS; in
defaalt of compliance with auch, the smme will become void and forfeited forthwith,
saving, moreaver, tho pevalties imposed by law.

WM. A. FOUND
For Minister of Marine and Fisheries,

Countersigned and dated ai.fg/t25
day of .G

CLOSE SEASONS.

Pike (Jackfish). .. .. sha.] not be caught from. ...1st April to 15th May.
Pickerel (Doré).. do P do do

Perch......... .. do e do do
Gold Eyes. . do do do
Sturgeon..... do 15th May to 15th June.
*] Speckled Tr do 1st Nov. to 30th June.
“1 Grayling . . do - do do
*1 Rocky Mo

Whitefish........ do PN do do
*2 Salmon Trout

(Lake Trout)..... do ....15th Sept. to 15th Dec.
*2 Whitefish... .... do A do do
*2 Tulibee. .. ...... do . do do

(Both days inclusive in all cases.)

*1. Provided that in the Red Deer tiver and its tributary waters the close
season for Speckled Trout, Grayling and Rocky Mountain Whitefish, shall be
from lst Sept. to 30th April, and for the same fish in the Athabesca river and
the North Ssskatchewan river and their tributary waters, the close season shall
be from 1st Nov. to 31st May.

*2. Also provided that in waters north of the 54th Parallel hetween the
eastern bouudary of Saskatchewan and the 109th Meridian and north of the 55th
Parallel between the 109th Meridian and the western boundary of Alberta, the
close season for Whitefish, Tulibee and Salmon or Lake Trout, shall be from 1st
October to 30th November in each year, both days inclusive; and that in this
same district the close scason for Pike, Pickerel, Perch and Goldeyes shall not
apply.

No person, during the close seasons above provided, shall fish for, catch,
kill or have in possession any of the kinds of fish mentioned above.

PROHIBITIONS.

1. Fishing with nets of any kind or with other apparatus without License
or Permit is prohibited.

2. Angling or Trolling for any kind of Trout, Grayling or Rocky Mountain
Whitefish, without permit, is prohihited.

3. No Cut Throat Trout, Rainbow Trout, Grayling or Rocky Mountain
Whitefish less than nine inches in length shall be retained or kept out of the
water, and anyone who takes or catches such fish of less than the minimum
meastrement named—which measurement shail be from the point of tht_a nose
to the ccntre of the tail—shall return such fish to the water from which it was
takeu, alive and uninjured. .

4, No Lake Trout less than fifteen inches in length shall be retained or
kept out of the water, and anyone who takes or catches such fish of less than the
minimum measurement named—which measurement shall be from the point of
the nose to the centre of the tail—shall return such fish to the water from which
it was taken, alive and uninjured.

5. No one shall, in one day, catch and retain more than twenty-five Cut
Throat Trout, Rainbow Trout or Rocky Mountain Whitefish, or of the different
species named than will in the aggregate amount to more than twenty-five fish.
6. No one shall catch and retain more than ten Lake Trout in one day.
7. No one shall, in one day, by angling or trolling, catch and retain more
than twenty-five Pike (Jackfish), Pickerel (Doré), or of either of these species
than will, in the aggregate amount to more than twenty-five.

8. Indians and Half-breeds are forbidden to fish without License or Permit
the smne as others.

9. The use of spears, firearms, explosives, lights or grapnel hooks, for the
purpose of catching or killing fish is prohibited.

10. The construction of any kind of dam or trap in any lake, river or creek,
for the purpose of catching or killing fish is prohibited.

11. The throwing of manure, offal, dead animals or fish, chemical substances,
poisonous matter, saw-dust or coal-dust into waters frequented by fish, or the
permitting of the same to escape into such waters, is prohibited.

Lac La Biche Archives
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S@[ﬁﬁl@l"&) @]I"9 How Ottawa Saw It

“Farming operations, however, cannot be carried on extensively in these
northern bush areas, unless a considerable amount of capital is expended

before cash returns are looked for.”

-Department of the Interior, Canada, Bulletin No. 47, The Lac La Biche
District, Alberta: A Guide for Intending Settlers, Ottawa, 1923

“In the settlement of the extensive areas
of agricultural lands in Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta, the open and
semi-open plains in the southern parts
received first attention. As the better areas
of open lands were taken up, the forefront
of settlement was gradually extended into
the fertile wooded areas of the north. The
Alberta and Great Waterways railway from
Edmonton to McMurray has become one of
the routes over which explorers, prospec-
tors and home-seekers are entering unde-
veloped areas in the province of Alberta.
This railway traverses a tract of agricultur-
al land in the vicinity of lac la Biche [sic],
Alberta, a lake approximately twenty-five
miles long and six miles wide. Situated on
this railway on the southeast side of the
lake about 115 miles northeast of
Edmonton, is the village of Lac-la-Biche
Station, with a population of about four
hundred. In the village are situated several
stores, hotels, boarding houses, a livery,
post office, bank and a subagency of the
Dominions Lands Office.

The village of Lac-la-Biche Station is con-
nected by main wagon roads with
Athabaska towards the west and St. Paul
des Metis and Saddle Lake towards the
southeast. In general the district is undu-
lating, becoming somewhat hilly in the for-
est reserves towards the east and south-
west. Forest fires, from time to time, have
removed a large part of the virgin timber,
leaving large areas of semi-open or lightly
wooded poplar country. The forest cover,
where untouched by recent fires consists
of poplar with some spruce, birch, willows
and jack pine. In many places there are
stones and boulders.

Scattered throughout the area are many
spruce and tamarack muskegs, varying in
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A Dominion Land Grant.

size from a few acres to several sections.
The larger of these lie in township 68,
range 17, and in township 68, ranges 11
and 12. A number of lakes are also found
throughout the district, some of which
occupy several sections.
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Homestead Regulations

“Any quarter section vacant and available
of Dominion land in Alberta excepting 8
and 26, may be homesteaded by any per-
son the sole head of a family or any male
over eighteen years of age and who is a
British subject or declares intention of
becoming a British subject, on payment of
an entry fee of Ten ($10) dollars.

A widow, having minor children of her
own dependent on her for support, is per-
mitted to make homestead entry as the
sole head of a family.

Entry must be made in person either at
the land office for the district or the office
of a sub-agent authorized to transact busi-
ness in the district, except in the case of a
person who may make entry for a father,
mother, son, daughter, brother or sister,
when duly authorized by the prescribed
form which may be had from your nearest
Government agent.

A homesteader may perform resident
duties by living in habitable house on
homestead for six months in each of three
years. A homesteader may perform the
required six months residence duties by
living on farming land owned solely by him
not less than (80) acres in extent in the
vicinity of his homestead. Joint ownership
in land will not meet this requirement. If
the father, or mother if the father is
deceased, or son, daughter, brother or sis-
ter of a homesteader has permanent resi-
dence on farming land owned by them not
less than 80 acres in extent, in the vicinity
of the homestead, or upon a homestead
entered for them in the vicinity, such
homesteader may perform his own resi-
dence duties by living with the father or
mother.

The term ‘vicinity’ in the two preceding
paragraphs is defined as meaning not
more than nine miles in direct line, exclu-
sive of the width of road allowances
crossed in the measurement.

A homesteader performing residence
duties while living with parents or on
farming land owned by himself must so

notify agent for district, and keep him
informed as to his post office address, oth-
erwise his entry is liable to be cancelled.
Six month’s time is allowed after entry
before beginning residence.

A homesteader residing on homestead is
required to break thirty acres of the home-
stead, of which twenty must be cropped,
before applying for patent A reasonable
proportion of cultivation duties must be
done during each year.

When the duties are performed under
regulations permitting residence in vicinity
fifty acres must be broken, of which thirty
must be cropped. Application for patents
may on completion of duties be made by
homesteader before an agent or
Homestead Inspector, or before a sub-
agent for district.”
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“Fiat” is a latin word which means “let it be
done.” It is used in this case to issue a land
grant under the Great Seal of Canada
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The first page of a petition protesting By-Law No. 104.

“Moved by Councillor Hamar that the Council hereby grant permission for
the running at large of 2 milk cows per _family [on] the property of residents
of the Village Pusuant [pursuant] to By-Law #104 and that the privilege shall
cover the period between the hours of 7.00 o’clock A.M. to 8.00 o’clock P.M.
From 8.00 O’clock P.M. to 7.00 O’clock A.M. all cattle found running at large
shall be impounded. That all bells must be removed from cattle between the
hours of 8.00 O’Clock P.M. and 7.00 O’clock A.M. This previlege to be grant-

ed from May 15 to October 1st 1940.”

-Resolution of Village Council, May 1, 1940
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Boosterism and lts Enemies

Ducks!Ducks!Ducks!

LAC LA BICHE INN

{ LAC LA BICHE offers spleadid oppertunities to

sportsmen for full bags.

Excelicut wecommodation afforded by this thov-
oughly modern Hotel. and an abundance of well
stocked lakes in all directions.

Fxpedited gasoline ear service leaves Bdmonton
Puesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. returning Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays; reduced rates.

LAC LA BICHI is well provided with lauuches
aud boats of different varietics, and well informed
guides can be picked up at the Hotel.

LAC LA BICHIE INN is Northery Alberta’s fin-
est outing Hotel

LAC LA BICHE is Alberta’s most scenic and
attractive lake.

Edmonton Bulletin, September 28, 1916

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA
P.C. 1334
AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA
Tuesday, the 15th day of June, 1920
PRESENT:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL

WHEREAS the Minister of the Interior reports as follows:-

After careful investigation it appears desirable to set aside certain
areas in Alberta as Bird Sanctuaries, and for the purpose of fur-
thering bird protection in Canada in accordance with the
Migratory Birds Convention Act.

...Lac La Biche Bird Sanctuary: Comprising: the lands covered by
Lac la Biche in Township 67, Range 12; Townships 67 and 68,
Range 13; Townships 67 and 68, Range 14; Townships 67 and 68,
Range 15; and Township 68, Range 16, West of the Fourth
Meridian and the islands in said lake.
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RESOLUTION
On the 15th. day of june 1920 by P.C. 1334, HIS EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL on the recommendation
of the Minister of the Interior, and pursuant to the Migratory Birds
Convention Act, being Chapter 18, 7-8 George V. as amended by
Chapter 29, 9-10 George V. Set aside the lands covered by the
waters of Lac La Biche as a Bird Sanctuary.
...Lac La Biche is not and never was a breeding ground for water-
fowl and that the breeding of the water-fowl of this region is effect-
ed in and around the smaller lakes South and North of Lac La
Biche.
Several communications have already been received from Railway
General Agents contemplating bringing hunting parties to Lac La
Biche from the United States in the fall.
Lac La Biche is the only sporting ground, close to Railway commu-
nications, for duck shooting as practically all wild ducks leave the
smaller lakes and concentrate on the big lake Viz: Lac La Biche
early in September.
Any encouragement given these hunting parties would advertise
the District for settlement.
That we, the Lac La Biche Board of Trade, humbly petition the
Honourable Minister of the Interior to select another lake besides
Lac La Biche for a Bird Sanctuary.
-Resolution of the Lac La Biche Board of Trade, December 2, 1929

THE ALBERTA NATURAL RESOURCES ACT
1930, CHAPTER 21, ALBERTA

19. The Province will not dispose of any historic site which is noti-
fied to it by Canada as such and which Canada undertakes to
maintain as an historic site. The Province will further continue
and preserve as such the bird sanctuaries and public shooting
grounds as may hereafter be established by agreement between
the Minister of the Interior and the Provincial Secretary or such
other Minister of the Province as may be specified under the laws
thereof.

il it b b bbbt

—: AN INVITATION :~
The Mayor, the Council and the Citizens invite YOU to come to LAC La BICHE
for BIG GAME. The word “‘hunt’’ is « misnomer in this part of Alberta. You do not
bunt, you just get whatever game you want,—mcose, deer, elk and anything.
Nature bas endowed, sprinkled the Iac ia Biche country mith incomparable lakes.
Make your dreams come true; come off the beaten paths.
See Lacla Biche, Beaver Lake and Touchwood Lake in their primitive solitude and

silent grandeur. You will say "‘incredible, marvellous, bewildering, astounding."

Lac La Biche Journal, September 14, 1932
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The Athabasca
Scandal of 19256

Clectoral Riding

The scene: Hamilton Hall, Lac La Biche, August, 1926. Justice A.H. Clarke is
questioning a witness about the federal election of 1925. The court has just
learned that one ballot box contained 40 votes for Liberal C.W. Cross and 2
votes for United Farmers of Alberta D.F. Kellner.

Justice Clarke: “Why didn’t you mark all the ballots in his favour?”
Witness: “Well, it would have looked bad.”

When Sir Wilfrid Laurier, leader of the
Liberal Party, died in 1919, he was suc-
ceeded by forty-four year old William Lyon
Mackenzie King. The Liberals had lost the
so-called “Conscription Election” of 1917,
but Mackenzie King led them back to
power in the federal election of 1921.

As Prime Minister, Mackenzie King
worked hard to win the confidence of the
Canadian people, particularly in the West.
He reduced tariff and freight rates and he
tried to get more autonomy for Canada in
international affairs.

By 1925 those policies did not appear to
be winning enough confidence and
Mackenzie King was growing increasingly
apprehensive about having to call an elec-
tion. He told his Cabinet that he was sure
the Liberals could come back “as strong as
we are at present, or within two or three”
seats. Privately, however, he was deeply
concerned. “I felt that Cabinet was very
weak,” he recorded in his diary, “lamenta-
bly weak in fact - really nothing to grip to.
Many like barnacles rather than fighters.”

The West was especially important so
far as Mackenzie King was concerned. “We
can only hope to win as we carry the
West,” he wrote, “and we can only carry
the west as we are a Liberal party in name
and in fact.” In an effort to boost support
for the Liberals in Western Canada,
Mackenzie King turned to Charles
Dunning, the Premier of Saskatchewan.
He used a carrot and stick approach. In
return for Dunning’s help in fighting the
election, Mackenzie King promised him a

position in the federal cabinet. Although
Dunning turned down the offer, he
pledged his full support in the federal elec-
tion. True to his word, the Premier of
Saskatchewan campaigned tirelessly on
behalf of the Liberals in Western Canada.
He delivered speeches, helped with adver-
tising, and made good use of publicity.

But would it be enough? A number of
Liberal supporters in Alberta, especially in
the electoral riding of Athabasca, where
Liberal C.W. Cross was pitted against
United Farmers of Alberta D.F. Kellner,
apparently thought not. Instead of helping
to win the election on the campaign trail,
they decided to do their bit on election
day. And sure enough, when the votes
were counted on the evening of October
29, 1925, a jubilant C.W. Cross found that
he had defeated D.F. Kellner by 1400
votes.

Then things began to go wrong.
Someone discovered that people who came
nowhere near a ballot box had voted. One
revelation led to another. The Governor
General of Canada, at that time the most
powerful political authority in the country,
ordered an investigation under “The
Corrupt Practices Inquiries Act.” The act
had been passed shortly after confedera-
tion. Justice A.H. Clarke was appointed
Commissioner and ordered to conduct an
investigation. He was joined by H.C.
MacDonald, K.C., counsel for C.W. Cross,
and R.D. Tighe, counsel for D.F. Kellner.

According to the newspapers of the day
it was the first completed inquiry under
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The Aftermath of the Scandal

The 1925 federal election and the 1926
election which followed it were confusing
affairs that changed the course of
Canadian history. The October 29, 1925
federal election returned 101 Liberals, 116
Conservatives, and 28 Progressives,
Labour, and Independents. Mackenzie
King managed to hang on and form a gov-
ernment with the support of the
Progressives. But a nasty scandal involv-
ing the Customs Department was revealed
and several Progressives began to have
second thoughts about supporting the
Liberals. Fearing that he might lose a vote
of confidence in the House of Commons, in
late June 1926 Mackenzie King asked the
Governor General of Canada, Viscount
Byng, for a dissolution of Parliament so
that a new election could be called. Much
to Mackenzie King's surprise, Byng refused
to grant the dissolution. Mackenzie King
resigned and the Governor General called
on Arthur Meighen and the Conservatives
to form the government.

Byng, who was the hero of the battle of
Vimy Ridge in 1917, had always believed
that Meighen had really won the 1925
election and should have had the chance
to form the government. Mackenzie King
had other ideas.

At that time any member who was
appointed Minister - including the Prime
Minister - had to resign their seat and
then seek re-election in a by-election in
order to sit in the House of Commons as a
Minister collecting a Minister’s salary (a
practice which is no longer followed).
Meighen knew that this would take his
best debaters out of the House so he tried
to get around the rule by appointing
Ministers without Portfolio who would not
collect a Minister’s salary. Mackenzie King
jumped on this and argued that Meighen
was forming an illegal government. Over a
period of three days the Liberals presented
five want of confidence motions. The
Conservatives won the first four but lost
the fifth. Meighen then asked for a disso-

lution of Parliament and the Governor
General granted it. The election was called
for September 14, 1926.

Mackenzie King had a field day during
the campaign. He hammered away at the
constitutional issue. Why did the Governor
General refuse him a dissolution of
Parliament and turn around and grant one
to the Conservatives? What right did the
Governor General have to refuse the
advice of the Prime Minister of Canada? It
was British interference in the Canadian
political process, pure and simple. The fact
that Byng was probably right to do what
he did was lost on deaf ears. Mackenzie
King struck a chord among the voters and
they responded. The Liberals won 116
seats and the Conservatives 91. The
Progressives were reduced to 12 while the
United Farmers of Alberta elected 11 new
members. It was a clear victory for
Mackenzie King and a major defeat for
Arthur Meighen. He would never be on the
floor of the House of Commons again. As
for the Governor General, never again
would a representative of the British
Crown refuse to grant a Canadian Prime
Minister a dissolution of Parliament.

Arthur Meighen, leader of the
Conservative Party, attempted to use the
scandal against Mackenzie King and the
Liberal Party in the September 1926 feder-
al election. In what the Edmonton newspa-
pers described as “One of the most
astounding statements ever heard from a
public platform in this city,” Meighen was
quoted saying that Mackenzie King was
trying to gain control of the federal election
machinery in order to “place a Baldy Robb
in every constituency in Canada.”

In the event, D.F. Kellner defeated C.W.
Cross in the 1926 election by a vote of
4870 to 2770. Cross never again ran in
the Athabasca [or Athabaska, as it
appeared at the time] electoral riding.
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The Great Brew Ha Ha of 1941

“At a meeting of the Village Council held in the Village Office the follow-

ing resolution was passed.

Moved by Councillor Hamar that the following resolution be adopted and a
copy of it be sent in to the Liquor Board and the Hon. Lucien Maynard.

WHEREAS Alexander Hamilton of Lac La Biche has applied for a Beer
Licence for the Lac La Biche Hotel; and

WHEREAS it is not in the best interest of the Village that Mr. Hamilton be
granted a Beer Licence for the same Hotel;

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that we ask the Liquor Board not to grant
a Beer Licence for the same Hotel to Mr. Hamilton.”

-Secretary-treasurer of Lac La Biche to the
Alberta Liquor Control Board, June 10, 1941

In 1936 James McCarthy, the owner of
the Lac La Biche Hotel, died. His wife,
Mary, tried to run the hotel, but she ran
into difficulties with managers and
rumours soon spread that she was inter-
ested in selling the establishment. Among
those interested in buying the hotel was a
Mrs. M. D. Kennedy of Andrew, Alberta. In
early June 1936 she wrote directly to the
Alberta Liquor Control Board (ALCB]) to
inquire about the sale. The Chairman of
the board, R. J. Dinning, replied that “It is
difficult for us to state at this time just
what Mrs. McCarthy had in view, and we
suggest that you might get in touch with
her direct, and ascertain if she is disposed
to sell or lease the holdings.” The
Chairman also added that “Lac La Biche is
in a district settled chiefly by French-
speaking people and Halfbreeds. It has
always been the centre of a good deal of
controversy as to who should have the
License, as our records show that there are
two other Hotels at that point, and from
time to time we receive suggestions that
the License should be changed to another
building.” There is no indication that Mrs.
Kennedy pursued the matter. But the
Chairman’s observation about controversy
over who should have the license was
prophetic in the extreme.

By the end of July 1936, Mrs. McCarthy
had decided to sell the hotel. An ALCB
memorandum dated July 24, 1936 indicat-

ed that “Mr. Dimos” (William Dumas, the
Mayor of Lac La Biche) was interested in
buying the hotel. Mrs. McCarthy was ask-
ing $12,000 and Dumas thought the price
too high. The memorandum also noted
that Alexander Hamilton was interested in
buying the hotel.

Negotiations between Mrs. McCarthy and
Dumas and Hamilton broke down and, in
the spring of 1937, she sold the hotel to
William A. Kelly, the fifty-five year old man-
ager of the Waverly Rooming House in
Edmonton. There is no record of exactly
how much he paid for the hotel except that
he had a mortgage of $5500.

In those days a potential buyer or man-
ager of a hotel had to undergo a thorough
security check. Kelly passed with flying
colours. An RCMP report dated May 15,
1937 stated that “discreet enquiries made
locally would indicate that William A. Kelly
and his wife are fit and proper persons to
conduct a licensed hotel.”

So far as the ALCB was concerned, Kelly
did an outstanding job of operating and
upgrading the hotel. Of course, there were
the usual headaches. On one occasion, for
example, an ALCB inspector expressed
concern over the improper sterilizing of
glasses because the RCMP were worried
about the numerous cases of venereal dis-
eases in the Lac La Biche area (though
how venereal disease was passed through
a beer glass was never quite explained).
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prompted to write this letter. I also feel
that, should this man get control of the
Hotel, my balance of payments amounting
to $7,000.00 would certainly be jeopar-
dized if any infraction of the Licensing
Regulations close the Hotel or cause a can-
cellation of the License. If this should hap-
pen, it would reduce my equity from its’
[its] present standing to that of a common
lodging house. Naturally, I do not wish to
get entangled with this man if it can be
avoided. If I had known what I have since
learned, I would have done otherwise as I
know of several men who are well known to
the Board as hotelmen of experience. In
view of these circumstances and also the
request that he made in our presence,
(about which I made no remark at the
time), when he asked if it were possible to
inject into the existing regulations another
one whereby he could operate under my
License until such time as his was avail-
able. Such operation, presumably, to be for
the benefit of Mr. Hamilton. In my opinion,
it was a sign of greed and selfishness that
such a request should be made by a man
with no former experience. I, therefore,
appeal to the Board to disallow this appli-
cation from the aforesaid man.”

In what must have been lightning speed
for the day, the letter was passed to J. A.
King, who had replaced R.J. Dinning as
Chairman of the ALCB. The new Chairman
replied to Kelly on May 28:

“Your letter addressed to Mr. Mason has
naturally been handed to me for considera-
tion. I was not aware that the negotiations
between you and Mr. Hamilton had pro-
gressed to the degree suggested in your let-
ter. While you have not explicitly so stated,
I gather that the deal has been completed.
If so, I am sorry that this is the case.

... At the moment I am not at all sure
that the Board would give favorable consid-
eration to the granting of a license to Mr.
Hamilton, and while that in itself is no
reflection on Mr. Hamilton’s character,
there are other circumstances that must be
taken into consideration, and one of the
most important perhaps is Mr. Hamilton’s
standing with his community. You, as an
experienced Hotelman, must realize that a

licensee and licensed premises can only be
an asset to a community when the said
licensee maintains a reasonable degree of
popularity, and the Hotel is run in such an
efficient manner that it renders a very real
service to that community.

Mr. Hamilton is without experience in
the Hotel business, although I realize that
he has had reasonable success in connec-
tion with the mercantile game, but I am
not at all sure that he would fit into the
licensee picture in that particular locality.

Frankly, Mr. Kelly, we have already had
some protests against the granting of a
license to Mr. Hamilton, and while I would
be very sorry to interfere in the sale of your
premises, because it may in some measure
cause you inconvenience or even loss, yet I
do think that you might be well advised for
the moment to carry on, in the hope of
finding some other more satisfactory pur-
chaser. It would appear quite evident to me
that the feeling that is going to be created
in that particular area might be so intense
as to endanger the license privileges.”

The Chairman of the ALCB had indeed
received some protests against the granting
of a license to Alexander Hamilton, notably,
from Mayor William Dumas, the same
Dumas who had inquired about the sale of
the hotel in 1936, and the same Dumas
once referred to as the “Smiling Mayor” in
a Northern Alberta Railways Company
memorandum. The day after Kelly wrote
his letter to A. J. Mason, Dumas penned a
note to the ALCB stating his “objection of
having the beer licence in the village of Lac
La Biche transferred to Alex Hamilton. This
man is not responsible for himself and
does cause much grief among the busi-
nesses of this town, and does not observe
any laws.”

Those were strong words. The Chairman
of the ALCB tried to mollify Mayor Dumas
by downplaying any criticism against
Hamilton. He did add, however, that “if the
Mayor of Lac La Biche feels so keenly with
respect to this particular matter, it is alto-
gether probable that we will receive further
protests from other citizens who may be
equally concerned.”

That seemed to be a cue for Mayor
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businesses in one town if the town is to
progress....

M. Hamar - General merchant and vil-
lage council member - Hamilton is shady
and not straight. He has ruined many
small people and does not respect the laws.
... One man should not own so much in
one town. Hamilton is hated by a great
many people....

J. Watson - Ex-station agent here and
present J.P. - Hamilton is definitely dis-
liked by many people in village and district
but over a period of the twenty-odd years
resident here I know of no good reason for
this. Hamilton has helped many a man and
his family out with food and clothing help
over that time. Feels that Hamilton would
operate a good and law abiding hotel busi-
ness and extend good service and accom-
modation simply because he is a hard
headed business man....

Anglican Church Minister. A comparative
stranger here but from what he has been
told of this controversy by various of his
parishioners and the local United Church
minister, ... he has formed the opinion that
Hamilton is a hard headed and successfull
business man who carries on his business
along as ethical a lines [sic] as possible
under prevailing circumstances. States
that a great deal of jealousy on part of
many local people exists towards Hamilton
which results in an unwarrented bitter
attitude on their part toward him....

Hyman King - Fur Rancher and dealer -
Not on speaking terms with Hamilton but
has known the latter for thirty years and
feels that he would give splendid hotel
accommodation. All present opposition
would ‘die off immediately the license
granted to Hamilton. Stated that Hamilton,
as the proprietor of the village’s main store
would be in a position to prevent to a large
extent the present and past practice on
part of many to fill up with beer at the
expense of unpaid grocery and clothing
bills.

Const. Hannah - R.C.M.P. Stated that he
believed Hamilton a straight dealing individ-
ual and quite desirable as a licensee here or
elsewhere. Intimated that the chief figures
opposing Hamilton were of poor color

[colour] and not to be taken seriously....”

It was a mixed bag of reviews, but from
the point of view of the Chairman of the
ALCB the evidence weighed against
Hamilton, as J.A. King informed W.A. Kelly
on July 5, 1941. “The importance of this
controversy,” he wrote, “may be somewhat
exaggerated in the minds of the people of
the Lac La Biche district, but it does seem
to me that sufficient trouble has been cre-
ated to make it inadvisable for Mr.
Hamilton to further pursue the applica-
tion.” The same day Hamilton was asked to
withdraw his application for a license. King
tried to be polite about the affair. “I would
much prefer to have you withdraw the
application,” he wrote, “in preference to me
having to refuse to grant same.” Five days
later Hamilton received the official word by
telegram.

Thus ended Alexander Hamilton’s bid for
the Lac La Biche Hotel and the granting of
a beer license. But it was by no means the
end of the story. Stung by the ALCB
refusal to grant him a license, Hamilton
decided that if he was not going to get it
then nobody would. His basic strategy was
to turn his critics own threat to force a
Local Option Plebiscite under Section Fifty-
nine of the Liquor Act against themselves.

Although the details are somewhat
sketchy, by the end of September 1941
Hamilton had apparently mustered enough
support to prompt Kelly to make detailed
inquiries about the fine points of Section
Fifty-nine. Kelly, who was then negotiating
the sale of his hotel with Fred Olynik and
Nick Mandryk, was terrified. If a Local
Option Plebiscite came down in favour of
prohibition his hotel would lose consider-
able value, not to mention that it would
torpedo negotiations with his two potential
buyers. In what must be one of the most
inflammatory letters ever written by one
resident of Lac La Biche against another,
Kelly appealed to the Executive Council of
the Government of Alberta to intervene. In
part of that letter Kelly (or someone else)
wrote:

“The local option petition had been
signed in many instances by individuals
manifestlu [manifestly] under economic
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pressure wielded by Mr. Hamilton. ... This
movement has been instigated by the frus-
trated egoism of a small town autocrat
seeking to build a backyard principality on
the shattered debris of ruined buisness
[business] competitors. Having failed to
secure the license he is now in the mood to
destroy an enterprise which will not submit
to his dictation.

His present tactical movement is devoted
to the task of preventing the establishment,
therein, of two creditable [credible] gentle-
men and fellow Canadians of Ukrainian
origin.* To this end, a vicious racial preju-
dice is circulated in an effort to destroy my
natural right to dispose of my buisness
[business] interests, free from dictation or
injustice at the hands of Mr. Hamilton. In
essence, if he cannot secure my license, he
is fully prepared to destroy my buisness
[business] and goodwill to satisfy a diaboli-
cal desire for revenge.

... The blighting influence and intolerable
caprice of a small clique, able to exploit the
passivity of the unheard majority, can be
heard in high places. The mercenary plot-
ters private ends mean all. I am confident
that the cosmopolitan character of our
population will decisively repudiate the vile
methods by which these elements seek to
conduct their local option campaign.

When the activities of unsocial influences
subject me to unfair and provocative
attack, I submit, that laying these facts
before you I act in the spirit of defence of
my legitimate rights. Trusting you will give
this matter your serious consideration and
trusting in the sense of observation and
judgment [judgement] which animates your
deliberations.”

The Executive Council did indeed give
the matter some attention, particularly
after it received a letter from the President
of the Alberta Hotel Association charging
that the Local Option vote was “an orga-
nized effort on the part of one person to

*In fact, Alexander Hamilton promoted
Ukrainian immigration to Lac La Biche and
passed a motion to that effect through the Lac
La Biche Board of Trade.

Lac la Siche,Alberta.
6tx October,1941.

The Executive Council
Government of the Province
of Alberta.
Hdmonton,Albertas

Honorable Sirs:

In view of the situation existent,at Lao
Ls Biche,with reapect to the proposed local option vote,l desire
to place myself on record and draw to the attenmtion of the
Executive Council and its Honorable ¥inleters,certain facta
pertaining to the conditions recently developed.

In certain cuarters Resentment hns been
exproesed ngainst thr continuance of the licensed sale of Beer,
A demand has been raised for a local option vote.It is -ell
known that such a reguest hes no justification hased on im-
fringement of the law or activities prejudicial to the publie
interest 'on wy part.A minority deceptively purporting to be
the ..uberta Tempexranoce Forces have maliciously intervened to
deprive me of the pecuniary advantage which should legitimately
resolve to my interest,free of coercion or intexvention,by
my lawful right of purchase and sale.

A digest of docugents in the handa of
the afrinistration revesl the salient features of this vicious
Qampaignel respectfully convey to your notice the following.
Under dets of the 2lat day of May,1941,an application to the
Alberta Liguor Coutrol Board embodies the request of Lr.A.
Hazilton of Iac La Biche to carry on the bulsness of Licensed
Sale of Beer on the premises covered by my License.This was
denied by the Board.Mr.Hamilton having failed to fulfill the
hegssssaTry requirements &ge conveyance of my interest was oan-
celled.Contrary to usual commercial practice his deposit was
refunded although I was fully entitled to remuneration for
legal and personal expenses,¥r.Hamilton expressed deep satise-
faotion for the genercus treatment accorded him,Begotiations
were then coummensed with new purchasers who fully met every
requirensnt demanded on my part.The tramsfer of buisness and
goodwilk neared completion.l was then informed & looal option
vote had been demanded.lr.Xamilton had instigated thio movoment .
desrite nis previous arsurance of goodwill.

The lacal option petition had been signed
in many instences by individuals renifestlu under econanic
pressure vielded by Nr.Hamilton.A chronic antipathy in the
form of en organized conformist Temperance tloec has never
existed in the district.The actual nunber deveted by ethical

princinle to Temperence has always been negligible.This was
fully borne out by the results of the loocal option vote of
1952,The local temperance voters at that time were not moti=-
vated by an historioal hostility to intemperznoe but by other
extraneous factors which arose out of the particular oon~
ditions ihich prevailed at that time.

This movement has boen instignted by the frustrated egoimm
of & smrll toun sutocrat seeking to Wtild o back yard principali
on the ahattsred dsbtris of ruined tuisness competitors.Having failed
to securs the license he is now in the mood to destroy an enterprise
vhich will mot submit to his dictation.

llis present tacticnl movement is devoted to the taek of
preveniing ths establddhment,therein,of two creditable gentlemen
and fellow Canndinps of Ukrainian origin.Tc this end,s vicious
rociel prejudioce is oirculated in an effort to destroy my natursl
right to dispoee of my bulsness interests,free from dictation or
injustice 2t the hends of Ix.Huwilton, In esoence,if he oannot
veoure Iy licunne,he iw fully prepared to destroymy buienoss end
goodwill to sutiofy a diabolioal desira for revenge.Religious sent-
iment end political feeling have played no part in this struggle.

vhon individual inturests stend in ench otbers way,the
wige balancing oi one claim against another is not easy.An ecuit=
abls solution demonds there should be no compromises.l submit that
in oontradistinotion to theee demends no expression of popular
opinion from the trepper,farmer,fishermn or Mgger hcs been hoenrd.
Thay compriss by fer the nost numerous m affectod.The blighting
influence and intolurhble oaprice of a 1 oligue,able to exploit
the passivity of the unleard zmjority,can ba hoard in high places.
To muroconry plotters phévete ends reon all.l am confidentihct the
oosmopolitun ocharcter of our populetion will decisively ropudiate
the vile motiwds dy which those alemnis seek to conduct their
local option cormpaigne

when the notivities of unsocial influoncos zubjact me
to unfair and provecatiww cttacl,I sutmit,that lcying thece facts
befuro you I aot in the spirit of defence of :xy legitimnte rights.
Trusting you will give this ratter your serious consideration end
trusting in the aonse of observation und Judgmeut vhich cnirnges
your doliberctians,

Rappectfully,

James Brady Papers

Kelly’s letter to the Government of Alberta. It is
entirely possible that parts of this letter were
drafted by Jim Brady, one of the leaders of the
Meétis in Western Canada. There is certainly
nothing in Kelly’s previous correspondence to
indicate such use of the English language and
what are obviously sophisticated techniques of
argument. Moreover, one of the few copies of the
letter is to be found in Brady’s own papers.
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Battle

“Aug. 25 [1944, the Normandy
Beachhead]: Still resting at Bellou. Went to
Livarot with Sgt. Moreau, Lemieux, and
Huot and had a bath. Seen enemy wreck-
age everywhere. Stupendous destruction.
German prisoners were awaiting transport
to the rear in Livarot. The riversides were
literally black with them. Thousands cov-
ering acres of ground ... We seen the trial
of 15 S.S. men held in the town square by
the F.F.I. military tribunal. There were
charged with crimes against humanity.
Seven were acquitted ... the remaining
eight were convicted of looting, murder,
rape and sentenced to be executed by fir-
ing squad. They were immediately taken to
a French cemetary [sic|] and shot. ... A
French officer made an anti-Fascist
speech. One of the most gripping impres-
sions was to hear hundreds of French
voices raised in that most stirring and
loftiest of all national anthems, ‘La
Marsellais.’

Sept. 18: Still in action at Belle Houefort.
Enemy is putting up a terrific resistance
but half our objectives have been taken.
Had a letter from [Malcolm] Norris advising
that his son Pte. R.J.F. Norris, North Nova
Scotia Highlanders, had been killed in
action July 25.

Sept. 21: At Belle Houlefort. Still in action.
German resistance growing feeble. ... The
local population do not seem friendly. ... A
French woman cursed us in the estaminet
... she had a son in the Luftwaffe.

Oct. 12: At Maladegm. Raining. Unit in
action. Stiff fighting along the Leopold
Canal.

Nov. 28: Moved to Brakkenstein, a suburb
of Nijmegen. The anti-American and
Canadian propaganda spread by the
English has had some effect among the
Dutch. Enroute in convoy a wild eyed
Dutchman came out of the crowd, ran
along Lieut. Matte’s gun carrier and vily
insulted him at every turn and in very
good English ... He finished his tirade with

the fervant hope that the Nazis would kill
every one of us. I jumped off my vehicle
and seized his throat, held him off the
ground and asked him what he thought
would happen if [ were an S.S. man. He
paled and struggled feebly.

Feb. 8 [1945]: At Kappel. The advance into
the Reichswald begins. A heavy barrage
begins at 5:00 a.m. ... Our unit kept up a
steady and sustained fire for 13 1/2 hours
... The thunderous vibration rolls for
hours. Eighty-five miles away in distant
Brussels, windows rattle ... civilians pause
in the street, listen and say ‘The
Canadians are attacking the Siegfried line.’
Feb. 24: ...Was in the middle of a field
when we were fired upon by multiple mor-
tars. No cover. Laid down in tank track.
After a lull we got up and started to run.
Another salvo landed almost immediately.
Nearly a direct hit. The blast nearly blew
the battle blouse off my back. Suffered
shock and difficult breathing. Laid down
in the deep tank tracks and never moved
‘til dark.

Apr. 12: ...Off to England tomorrow. First
leave in 17 months.

May 8: At last the wondrous day. Victory
in Europe. Our crew however are silent
and thoughful. Anti-climax. There is no
feeling of exultation nothing but a quiet
satisfaction that the job had been done
and we can see Canada again.

May 9: ... The Colonel begins to read the
36 names of our fallen. Tears are in his
eyes. He falters and hands the paper to
the Adjutant who calmly folds the paper
and puts it in his pocket and quietly says:
‘It is not necessary. They were comrades.
We remember.”

-Gnr. J.P. Brady, 50th Battery, 4th
Medium Regiment (French Canadian),
Royal Canadian Artillery,

Jottings from a Record of Service in the
North West Europe Campaign
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